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Top honour for KES cricket p15

Exhibition opens to commemorate pupils 
who fought in the First World War

The exhibition in the School’s Memorial Chapel

In November, King Edward’s School opened an exhibition to 
commemorate the outbreak of the First World War and remember 
its former pupils who lost their lives.

The exhibition called ‘King Edward’s School and the Great War’ will  
run for four years in the School’s Memorial Chapel and develop 
throughout that time to mark some of the key events that took place  
100 years previously.

The names of 245 of the School’s former pupils who died in combat in 
the First World War are listed on bronze memorial plaques in the Chapel 
and visitors to the exhibition are able to browse through biographies for 
each name via a virtual Roll of Honour.

The exhibition also explores the School on the eve of war, the 
involvement of former pupils in raising the Birmingham City (Pals) 

Battalions, and a short film reveals the impact of the conflict on  

JRR Tolkien and his school friends.

John Claughton, Chief Master, said: “1,400 boys from King Edward’s 

School fought in the First World War and 245 of them died. It is thanks to 

the service records compiled by Charles Heath, Head of Classics during 

the First World War, that we have so much detail about what happened 

to our old boys. Indeed, Robert Cary Gilson, who was the Head Master 

at the time, lost his own son in the conflict. The centenary and this 

exhibition provide an opportunity for us to remember those who gave 

their lives and to tell some of their individual stories.”

To find out more about the exhibition and King Edward’s School’s 

commemoration of the anniversary of the First World War, visit:  

www.kes.org.uk/great-war. 
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A brief word from...

The Chief Master
Two weeks ago, Paul Golightly, the 
Head of History, had opened up  
the 1914 Exhibition in the Chapel for  
the first time to a wider public.  
I dropped in lest he was in need of  
my omniscience and there I met a  
woman with her husband. 

She told me that she was a Bache by 
birth and that HG Bache, the West 
Brom footballer, Warwickshire cricketer, 
casualty of the First World War and the 
eponymous hero of the Bache Memorial 
Award, was her great uncle. She also 
told me that her father and grandfather 
had also attended King Edward’s. And, 
finally, she told me that Geoffrey Bache 
Smith, Tolkien’s great friend and, like 
Robert Quilter Gilson, another victim of 
the Somme, was also a relation of HG 
Bache and so of hers. 

Only a few weeks earlier, I had been 
with the school trip that had seen 
Bache’s name on the Menin Gate and 
Gilson’s grave at Becourt, and that 
brief moment in the Chapel on a Friday 
afternoon brought together what has 
mattered most in commemoration 
of those who died and the sense of 
continuity from generation to generation 
there is in a school like this.

John Claughton 
Chief Master

There has been an overwhelming response 
to the AP100 Campaign, with an additional 
£1m raised since its launch in June. 

The Campaign aims to raise £10m to fund 

100 Assisted Places by 2017 and thanks to 

the generosity of Old Edwardians, current 

and former parents, and other supporters, the 

total figure raised is now £7.25m.

Many of the donations came from this year’s 

telephone campaign, which raised £265,000. 

Almost 60% of those contacted agreed to 

make a donation, making it one of the most 

successful telephone fundraising campaigns 

ever run by a UK school. 

A team of 12 current and recent pupils 

spent three weeks calling former pupils and 

parents. Saahir Mubarik, a caller who is in the 

Sixths, said: “It was great to be part of such a 

successful campaign for a great cause.  

I really enjoyed talking to all the Old Edwardians 
and parents I spoke to.”

Stuart Southall, one of 12 ambassadors for 
the Campaign and sponsor of a pupil on an 
Assisted Place, said: “I am delighted by how 
much has been raised since we launched the 
AP100 Campaign and I would like to thank all 
those who have donated so far.”

In September 2014, a further 12 boys who are 
being funded by the Campaign started at King 
Edward’s. We are extremely grateful to the 
1,200 donors, including 120 current and former 
parents, who have supported the Campaign 
so far and are helping to transform the lives of 
these and many more boys in the School.

Find out more about the AP100 Campaign at: 
www.trust.kes.org.uk/ap100. 

SML

Commemorating our war dead

£1m raised since 
launch of AP100 
Campaign

The 2014 telephone campaign team

KES Parents’  
Association  
Quiz Night
Our annual Quiz Night will take place  
on Friday, 23 January 2015 at 7.30pm  
in Big School.

Teams should include a maximum of six 
people and the cost is £10 per person,  
which includes a ploughman’s supper. 
You can expect a light-hearted, fun and 
entertaining evening!

The 2014 Parents’ Association Quiz Night

To complement the ‘King Edward’s 
School and the Great War’ exhibition, we 
will be commemorating in each term’s 
Spokesman our former pupils who died in 
the same term a century ago.

Some editions will require more space than 

others, but as we start with the opening 

actions of the war in the months to December 

1914 our war dead were thankfully few. The 

list numbers just five, but they are five very 

different stories.

Captain Edmund Beech of the 1st North 

Midland Field Company, the Royal Engineers. 

Died of injuries incurred in an accident during 

mobilisation on 11 August 1914, aged 39. 

Edmund may have been both the School’s 

and Birmingham’s first casualty of the Great 

War, not even making it out of the city.

Lieutenant Langton Coke of the Irish 

Guards. Killed in action 31 October 1914, 

aged 36, at Klein Zillebeke near Ypres. He is 

commemorated on the Menin Gate.

Colonel Sergeant John Mason of the Royal 

Marine Light Infantry. Killed in action in the 

North Sea on 22 September 1914, aged 38. 

John was aboard the HMS Cressy when the 

ship was struck by a torpedo from a U-boat. 

His body was never recovered for burial  

but he is commemorated on the Chatham 

Naval Memorial.

Lance Corporal Charles Speller of the 

cavalry regiment, the 11th Hussars. Died in 

hospital in Aldershot on 22 December 1914, 

aged 19. He is buried in Yardley Cemetery.

Captain Thomas Wickham of the West 
African Frontier Force, Nigeria Regiment. 
Killed in action on 25 August 1914, aged 
36, in Yola, Nigeria. He is commemorated at 
the Zaria Memorial in Nigeria and the War 
Memorial in Bideford, Devon.

The story of Captain Wickham’s death is 
unusual. On 25 August 1914, he was part of 
a British force carrying out a reconnaissance 
from Yola in Nigeria. The force had crossed 
the Anglo-German frontier and met with some 
resistance in its occupation of Tepe. What 
happened next is recorded in the School 
Chronicle of December 1914:

“Captain T. S. Wickham, had taken a German 
officer a prisoner, and placing his hand 
on the prisoner’s shoulder, he made the 
remark, “You are my prisoner”. The German 

Wickham in the KES 1st XV of 1894-5 (next to teacher on right, wearing a cap)

cried out for mercy, and begged that his life 
might be spared, and at the same time his 
orderly was told to respect the Englishman. 
Captain Wickham then turned round to ask 
his Commanding Officer what he should do 
with the prisoner, when the German officer’s 
orderly brought up his rifle, shot Captain 
Wickham in the throat, and practically blew 
his head off – nothing more terrible could 
have happened. Needless to say, the German 
was at once shot, together with his orderly, in 
addition to which the village of Tepe was burnt 
to the ground.”

Thanks to Alison Wheatley, Foundation 
Archivist, for her research from which this 
article was written.

KMB

 

To book a place for your team, email:  
kespa@kes.org.uk.

Amanda Georgevic 

Honorary Secretary
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In August 2014, the 125 boys in the Fifths 
broke last year’s records with the highest 
ever percentage of A* grades at 70% and 
92% A*/A.

This is the first time the School has broken 
the 90% A*/A barrier and is the highest 
percentage of A*/A grades ever achieved 
by a boys’ school in Birmingham. 30 boys 
achieved 10 A*s and 72 achieved only A*s 
and As.

Record- 
breaking 
GCSE results 
(again!)

The Junior Maths Team at the National Final

During the summer holidays, I participated 
in the week-long UKMT National Maths 
Summer School, at Woodhouse Grove 
School in Leeds. 

Around 50 other students were invited on 
the basis of high scores achieved in the 
Intermediate Maths Olympiad. We focused on 
exploring mathematics beyond academia in 
school, while in the company of others who 
shared a similar interest.

There were daily master classes on 
combinatorics, and sessions on varying topics 
such as colouring problems, conic sections, 
and modular arithmetic. We also spent time 
socialising, including watching the 2014 
Football World Cup Final on our first evening  
as an icebreaker.

We also took part in competitions and were 
split into six groups named after famous 
mathematicians. Our group, the Eulerians, 
competed in mathematical relays in the style  
of the National Team Maths Challenge, 
Olympiad-esque questions, and even bowling. 
There was also a ‘mathemusical extravaganza’ 
that allowed us to showcase our talents. 
Although my group didn’t come first, it was  
an enriching experience all the same.

Bill Wang

National 
Maths  
Summer 
School

The Bloodhound 
Project

Theory of  
Knowledge day

Boys with an interest in design and engineering recently had the 
opportunity to listen to three visiting engineers from Birmingham-
based company, Delcam.

Delcam specialises in computer-aided design and manufacturing 
software, and is currently supporting ‘The Bloodhound Project’, an 
attempt to break the World Land Speed Record. This global engineering 
adventure is using the 1,000mph World Land Speed Record attempt to 
inspire the next generation of talented designers and engineers. 

The boys were fascinated by the engineering challenges that such an 
attempt creates and the cutting edge solutions that, hopefully, will lead 
to success. 

The supersonic car is on course for its first attempt in the autumn of 
2015 and you can follow its progress at: www.bloodhoundssc.com. 

PAB

For the second year running the Sixth Form were treated to a 
stimulating set of lectures from Dr Peter Vardy. 

The Theory of Knowledge (ToK) day comes towards the end of the  
ToK course, just as we are starting to think about the presentations  
and essays involved in the assessment of this core section of the  
IB Diploma.

Dr Vardy began by considering what can we know, a problem 
contemplated by philosophers as long ago as Plato, if not before. He 
went on to consider the limits of reason; reason is one of the ‘Ways of 
Knowing’ identified by the ToK course. After break, Dr Vardy talked about 
how we can decide about right and wrong. We then broke into groups to 
discuss the six essay titles for this year, which each boy must pick one 
of to write a 1,600-word essay on.

After lunch we had a brief feedback session on the essays before 
moving on to consider the ethics of war including debating the motion: 
‘This house believes that the question “Is war wrong?” is essentially 
meaningless!’, which encouraged a lively debate.

One of the highlights of the ToK course is the opportunity for academic 
speakers of Dr Vardy’s calibre to visit KES and provide stimulating 
lectures. Dr Vardy impressed with his energy and breadth of knowledge 
and clearly understood the ToK course, able to relate what he said to 
essay questions.

TM

Lord Mayor’s  
Mega-Quiz  
2014
Once again, the KEStrels – a team of hand-
picked chaps from our Divisions and Sixths 
– took wing and flew across the road to 
the 2014 Lord Mayor’s Annual Sixth Form 
Mega-Quiz. 

Held in November each year in the Great 
Hall of the University of Birmingham, over 
30 teams from across the West Midlands 
compete in the Quiz. The team tested their 
mettle in 10 rounds of 10 questions each 
from across the range of general knowledge 
areas against the cream of the crop. Despite 
scoring a higher mark than in last year’s 
Quiz, the KEStrels were very narrowly pipped 
at the post, finishing just two points behind 
the winners and only one point behind the 
second-placed team.

The KEStrels: Patrick Wernham (c), Clement 
Chan, Jonathan Gorard, Harrison Green,  
Josh Kimblin and Nick Wyatt.

TFC

Arkwright Scholarships
Two boys in the Divisions have received prestigious  
Arkwright Engineering Scholarships at a ceremony in London.

Edwin Bahrami Balani and Oisin Robinson were awarded the 
Scholarships following an assessment of their academic, practical 
and leadership skills in science, technology, engineering and maths 
(STEM). The rigorous selection process comprised: an assessed 
application form, a two-hour aptitude exam, and a university- 
based interview.

Dr Martin Thomas, Chief Executive of the Arkwright Scholarships  
Trust, said: “The UK’s economic prosperity requires hundreds of 
thousands of new engineers and technical designers over the next  
few years. But we must recognise that numbers, alone, will not  
ensure our country’s future economic success. We also need some 
of these new engineers and designers to be modern-day Sir Richard 
Arkwrights or James Dysons – outstanding technical leaders able to 
guide their country to engineering success. Arkwright Engineering 
Scholarships help to develop this pipeline of top talent into the 
engineering profession.”

The Scholarships support STEM students through their Sixth Form 
studies and consist of an annual financial award to each Scholar and 
a range of enrichment activities, including mentoring and industry 
visits. Arkwright Engineering Scholarships are highly regarded 
by universities and industry and are one of the most prestigious 
accolades that a talented Sixth Form student can achieve.

PAB

Edwin Bahrami Balani (left) and Oisin Robinson (right) with their sponsors
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On a Wednesday evening in mid-November, the KES team of Harrison 
Green (c), Clement Chan, Jeremy Ho and Vidy Reddy travelled to 
Solihull to take part in the regional stage of this national competition. 

The evening comprised three rounds of mathematical problems,  
each of which had to be solved in timed conditions with great accuracy. 
Round 1 was a set of 10 problems, to be solved in 40 minutes, working 
together as a team. Round 2 involved a ‘Cross-number’ puzzle, with  
the team split into pairs – one with the Across clues and one with the 
Downs – a puzzle made more difficult by both sets of clues referring  
to information to be found by the other pair. In the final round, each  
answer found by one pair was needed by the other pair to solve the  
next problem… one mistake and all following answers would be wrong.

I am very proud indeed of these four boys, since they answered every 
question correctly on the evening, only dropping three bonus points  
on the very last question by failing to answer it in time to collect them.  
A total score of 161/164 made sure they took the evening’s honours  
by a significant margin. Moreover, their presiding supervisor went out  
of his way afterwards to tell me how impressed he had been by their 
working together as a team, and how they had conducted themselves  
in a charming, mutually supportive and friendly manner throughout  
the evening. 

TFC

Senior Team  
Maths Challenge

A Primary Schools Maths competition has been organised for  
Year 6 pupils from over 50 schools across Birmingham. 

Over the past few months, primary schools, in their teams of four, 
have competed in the preliminary heats of the competition in our very 
own Big School. Each heat consisted of two challenges: the cross 
number and the relay. The cross number is like a crossword except 
numbers, rather than words, fill in the blanks. The relay combines pupils’ 
mathematical speed and accuracy. The two teams with the highest 
combined scores qualify for the final.

All the teams impressed with their mathematical ability and many 
teams had similar scores, but only the top 10 teams made it through to 
compete in the final on Friday, 12 December.

The final is greatly anticipated and will be incredibly close, with the 
winners’ medals as the prize for the school that comes out on top. 
Which school can hold its nerve and overcome the rest?

Suhayl Fazal

Primary Schools 
Maths competition

On Thursday 13 November, three of our teams took part in the  
regional round of the Schools’ Challenge competition, held at KES. 

Our 3rd team: Phillip Holt (c), Alex Pett, Raheem Humphreys and Gabriel 
Bruce, lost to the 1st team from KE Camp Hill Boys who, ultimately, 
competed with our own 1st team in the evening’s final. While our 2nds: Nick 
Wyatt (c), Josh Kimblin, Aloysius Lip and Aroun Kalyana, lost by  
just 100 points to the KE Stratford 1st team, also in the first round. 

Fortunately, our ‘A’ team of Yanbo Yin (c), Patrick Wernham, Alex Jarvis and 
Howard Kordan ran through their opponents like the proverbial hot knife 
through butter to reach the final, winning by 810 points to 400. They now 
move on to an inter-regional round to be played next term and, hopefully, 
the National Finals thereafter.

TFC

Schools’ Challenge 
2014-15: Senior  
Regional Competition

Through November 2014, we have been developing the pilot for  
a major programme of sports outreach that we hope to establish  
in 2015. 

Year 4 pupils at St Mary’s CE Primary School in Selly Oak have been 
visiting Eastern Road every Monday morning to develop their skills in 
netball and hockey. KES and KEHS sports coaches have been involved  
in leading the coaching, which will see children progress against a  
defined range of national curriculum criteria over the five weeks of  
the programme.

In the final week, enthusiasts from local netball and hockey clubs will 
come to speak to the children to encourage them to build on these 
foundations and start attending regular hockey or netball sessions at 
weekends. We hope that this model will provide a bridge for children 
from all backgrounds into regular, healthy, sporting activity.

Programmes have been devised in netball, hockey and rugby. We hope 
to develop schemes of work in cricket and athletics as well. We will 
advertise the programme across the city in January 2015: free coaching 
will be available to any primary class that can get to Eastern Road!

TJMA

Pilot sports 
programme

Chess Tournament
On Friday 21 November, 98 primary school children from 12 primary schools took  
part in a Chess Tournament at King Edward’s School.

This was set up and organised by Dr Rackham, Mr Arbuthnott and a team of boys.  
The children competed in seven rounds of chess, lasting five minutes each. At the end  
of the tournament, Mr Heathcote handed out bronze, silver and gold medals to the  
children who did well in the tournament.

The tournament ran efficiently and smoothly and we were very impressed with the 
exceptional level of chess we saw amongst the primary school children. Everyone had  
a great time, and the event was a great success. 

Jeremy Ho

The Chad Vale team who have qualified for the final
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The  
Witches

Minor House Drama

The Witches by Roald Dahl, was delightfully 
transformed into one of the most exciting 
Junior Plays of all time. 

The 2014 Junior Production brought us an 
enthusiastic line-up of cast and crew and the 
prowess of Director, Mrs Babb.

As a stage manager, the transformation of a 
budding group of actors into a fully functioning 
cast was highly enlightening. The roles of Boy, 
Bruno, Grandma and the noteworthy Grand 
High Witch fleshed the performance’s iconic 
tale. The crew put life into the visuals of the 
production with Miss Proops’ intuitive puppets, 
Scenic Art’s sweet bag stage design and 
Lighting’s novelty of pyrotechnics and  
smoke effects.

It is with great pride that I thank my fellow stage 
managers and members of stage crew, whom 
have worked hard alongside rehearsals, show 
nights, weekends and Friday afternoons. Along 
with all the staff that have facilitated the show 
and most notably Mrs Babb for working her 
passion into her show. Here’s to what 2015 will 
bring to the junior frontline!

Zain Rishi

If there’s been a House Drama competition previously in the 
School, it was in the dim and distant past – so it’s great to 
have kicked off a new era with such a good start!

The eight houses all presented either a monologue or duologue, 
performed by boys drawn from the Shells and Removes, 
generally assisted by a senior student. The short pieces formed 
a really entertaining lunchtime occasion, with lots of variety 
and lots of talent. It was great to see plenty of boys coming to 
support their friends and colleagues – and super that they all got 
involved marking the performances against the same criteria that 
would choose the eventual winner.

Particularly noteworthy were Shiv Mandal in a very intense 
extract from Wyndham’s The Chrysalids and it was interesting to 
see a very different, but just as strong, performance of the same 
speech by Oliver Kletz. Joe Roberts also shone as Frankenstein’s 
creature, well accompanied by Shirom Aggarwal as his tortured 
creator. Final victory went, however, to Evans’s outstanding 
Dylan Poole and Ibrahim Din who brought the opening scene 
of Of Mice and Men to life. Many thanks to Miss Proops from 
KEHS who did the difficult judging, and to all of the actors who 
participated – all future stars of the KES stage I hope!

MJB

Barber Institute 
recital

Lunchtime recitals

Each year pupils from King Edward’s School and King 
Edward VI High School for Girls are invited to give a 
lunchtime recital at the Barber Institute.

This year’s performers were: Lauren Zhang (piano), Arpan 
Sharma (violin), and piano trio Adelaide Yue (piano), Oliver 
Bealby-Wright (cello), and Arpan Sharma (violin). Their repertoire 
included a movement of Ravel’s Gaspard de la nuit, and Fauré’s 
Piano Trio.

MDL

Arpan Sharma, Adelaide Yue and Oliver Bealby-Wright

This term’s popular lunchtime recitals have been given by Jeremy Ho 
(piano), Philip Edwards (violin), Aloysius Lip (piano), Alex Pett (trumpet), 
and Daniel Yue (violin). 

Our congratulations to Philip Edwards, who is the latest boy from King 
Edward’s School to be selected for the National Youth Orchestra.

MDL

Performers’ Platforms
New for this year, the Performers’ Platforms provide another 
performance opportunity for advanced musicians in both King 
Edward’s School and King Edward VI High School for Girls.

Held monthly on Tuesday evenings, the concerts have been varied, 
accomplished, and enjoyable. Highlights have included performances 
by Nathan Appanna, Tom Iszatt, David Millross, Richard Chapman, 
Nathan Cornish, Mark Li, Ghani Madadi, Junbo Shim, Gabriel Wong, 
and piano trio Daniel Yue, Conrad Yap, and Lauren Zhang.

MDL

Philip Edwards

Lauren Zhang, Daniel Yue and Conrad Yap
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There is nothing 
like a Dane
The Living History Group’s romance with Denmark and especially the Danish Middle  
Ages Centre continues to flourish. 

This year and for the fourth time, some 20 members of the Group spent a fortnight jousting, 
shooting, spinning, cooking and chilling at what must be one of the most beautiful and romantic 
re-enactment sites in Europe. The high spot was loading and then shooting a fireball from the 
world’s largest trebuchet, crewed and captained by our boys and girls. 

We have a strange skill set, not necessarily all of which are applicable to the 21st century. What 
we have experienced and achieved will probably stay with us longer than many parts of our more 
formal education. 

The Denmark visit culminated a year of busy events with the other highpoints being besieging 
Chepstow Castle from the inside and appearing at the Tower of London again, this time as Tudors. 
More next year!

JPD

It’s a  
knockout

Seeing a very small girl throwing a very 
much larger boy on the floor and then 
sitting on his chest, led me to thinking 
as whether such behaviour was either 
appropriate or consensual, after a 
moment’s reflection I thought that it 
probably was.  

What was going on all of that Sunday was 
one of a sequence of swordsmanship courses 
run by one of the country’s leading exponents 
of medieval combat, Mark Vance. Mark and 
his mate Stu have been working with us for 
some years, honing the skills of the more 
experienced and introducing the beginners 
to the mysteries of medieval foot combat. 
The use of the longsword and dagger as well 
as the essential ‘grappling’ moves that often 
concluded a fight were the focus of a busy 
day of cut, thrust, parry and throttle. 

As a re-enactment group made up of ‘kids’ 
it is sometimes difficult to make people 
appreciate what we can do and what we 
can do depends upon the quality of training 
and our commitment. Although unlikely to 
face the terrors of the medieval battlefield 
at the end of it, everyone was far better able 
to understand, and if necessary display, this 
aspect of the bloody past. It was also an 
awful lot of fun.

JPD

Visitors to the swimming pool on Open Morning were 
surprised to find the Royal Navy introducing cadets 
from KES and RGS Worcester to scuba diving. We plan 
to run a full course in the spring: watch this space!

DHR

First taste of scuba  
diving – upside down!

Ecuador and the 
Galapagos Islands

Ask any of the Year 11 or 12 participants from this year’s Biodiversity Research Expedition 
to Ecuador and the Galapagos Islands what their favourite experiences were and they will 
struggle to give you a single answer! 

It could be: the first encounter with creatures of the rainforest, some quite frightening, many 
fascinating; managing to sleep safely in a hammock overnight; taking part in a marriage ceremony 
with one time head-hunter tribesmen or experiencing the hardship of working a 12-hour day in a 
sugarcane plantation; the excitement and anticipation generated by a journey by dugout canoe 
deep into one of the remotest rainforests on the planet; staying cheerful while wading along trails 
deep in mud; crossing log bridges or climbing slippery hillsides in the dead of night to conduct 
searches for signs of jaguar, puma or tapir; snorkelling in crystal clear Pacific ocean waters, close 
encounters with unique inhabitants of the Galapagos like the marine iguana and blue-footed 
booby; mealtimes on board the Flamingo yacht watching dolphins, sharks and whales or just 
simply enjoying a bird identification session at the crack of dawn; the list would be almost endless!

What would you choose? There is only one way to answer and that is to experience it yourself. It 
takes determination, a lot of preparation, courage and above all, a great sense of adventure. So be 
sure to watch out for details of the next Operation Wallacea expedition taking place in 2016!

SEL

Mallorca  
Exchange  
2014
No man is an island, but neither is 
a school. Both are, in John Donne’s 
words, “a peece of the Continent”.   

An IB school nails its colours to various 
masts, including a commitment to foster 
the growth of open-minded risk takers 
who “critically appreciate their own 
cultures… as well as the values and 
traditions of others”. What better way to 
pursue such a goal than to share in the 
life of an IB school in another country and 
to invite them to do the same here? 

The week which 20 Divisions spent in 
Mallorca last Easter was meticulously 
planned by our hosts, now our friends, 
at the Son Pacs Institute in Palma to be 
a rich and varied learning experience. 
We composed love poetry under the 
blazing sun in Deia and performed it 
to an audience. We explored Roman 
archaeology in Alcudia and robotics at 
the university. We marvelled at Old Palma, 
met the Mayor and learned how to design 
a microchip. We ate pa amb oli, shared 
family life and survived school days which 
started at eight and didn’t stop for lunch 
until three. We did it all in Spanish; and 
then, in September, set out to provide 
an equally enriching programme for our 
Mallorcan friends at KES. 

Two schools, two islands and two weeks 
are all it has taken to feel a bit more “part 
of the maine”, for horizons to expand, for 
confidence and ambition to grow. This 
small beginning has enormous potential. 

DJA

The Mallorcan exchange group in Oxford
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Belgium

Sporting charity  
in South Africa

Battlefields Trip 2014

A group of Upper Middles, Fourths and members of the CCF travelled to the battlefields of 
Belgium and Northern France in October 2014. 

One of the most memorable events was the Menin Gate ceremony, on 24 October, which 
coincided with the 100th anniversary of the Indian Army’s entry into the Great War. The ceremony 
was attended by the Indian ambassador to Belgium and the Chief Master also laid a wreath.

A service was held at St George’s Memorial Church, in Ypres, in remembrance of Old Edwardians 
who lost their lives in the war. A plaque was unveiled and their names were read aloud one by one, 
followed by letters that they had written to their families and school masters. 

We also visited the Thiepval Memorial, a monument to the missing soldiers of the Somme, carrying 
the names of over 72,000 men. One of the last, yet most impressive, places we visited was the 
Vimy Memorial, a colossal monument which memorialises the 11,000 Canadians killed. The fields 
surrounding it have been preserved so that every shell hole and trenchline is still perfectly visible, 
providing a strong impression of the magnitude of battle 97 years earlier.      

This was a moving and memorable trip, which brought home the impact of the Great War, in which 
more than nine million soldiers died, of which over 250 once wandered the halls of our great 
school, only to have their lives cut short by a disastrous and dreadful conflict.

Howard Kordan

Leading CCF Cadet, Will Evans, sounds The Last Post in St George’s Memorial Church

As part of the hockey tour to South Africa this summer, the now-Sixth Formers spent a 
day with the Baphumelele Orphanage, a charity from the Khayelitsha township. 

This was to be our IB CAS project, which began in England with fundraising and planning 
for a day of sporting activities with the children. We purchased a range of sports gear from 
a local store, and hired an indoor football venue, where we met the kids and started the 
activities. There were many challenges to overcome, mainly the language barrier and how to 
organise 30 kids who just want to run around and play football. 

Inevitably, perhaps, the event ended up in a somewhat wonderful chaos, with the KES boys 
simply trying to get as many children as possible involved. This was done to great effect, and 
everyone who was part of the day had a memorable time.

What was perhaps most surprising was the ability of the kids playing. In the KES v 
Baphumelele games, KES ended up losing most of them (the first losses on tour). Apart from 
making us realise just how fortunate we are, it was striking how quickly barriers of language 
or circumstance were soon forgotten. It was a wonderful demonstration of the great uniting 
power of sport.

Matt Jolley

This year the art department took its  
finest out to Belgium, experiencing 
the delights and luxury of the Eurostar, 
Antwerp and Brussels. 

The highlight was definitely the Museum 
Aan de Stroom (MAS), a monolith of red 
sandstone and Italian curved glass walls 
towering over Napoleon’s Deep water docks. 
This layer cake of a building is packed, over 
eight floors, with a truly diverse collection of 
material that makes it what it claims to be a 
‘tower of tales’. Another gem was the  
Magritte Museum which brought touching 
humanity as well as real clarity to the  
fantastic world of surrealism and  
Magritte’s descriptions of truth and reality. 

Based in fairly straightforward hostel 
accommodation, we walked through both 
cities gaining a real insight into the ranges 
and styles of architecture, diverse cultures 
and the compact nature of these two cities. 
Waffles and chocolate were part of the 
experience we had but so too was drawing  
in museums, the cathedral and many of  
their beautiful open spaces like the  
Botanical Gardens.

BMS

Remove W being drilled as medieval infantry

Removes trip 
to Bosworth 
The history trip to Bosworth  
Battlefield Visitor Centre was exciting 
and fun, and I learnt lots about the 
Battle of Bosworth.

In the Visitors Centre we learnt about  
who played key roles in the outcome of 
the Battle. There was a cool area where 
you could try on armour and I put on 
some chainmail. 

We then walked up the ‘old’ battlefield 
and sat in the Rose Garden, where there 
were white, red and yellow roses. The red 
roses and white roses represented Henry 
Tudor and Richard III, but I found out that 
the yellow represented Lord Stanley. This 
is possibly because yellow is associated 
with cowardice but it is also the colour  
on his standard.

The last event of the day was the falconry 
display, during which I learnt about what 
falcons were used for in medieval times 
and I also got to hold one. 

My favourite part of the day was putting 
on the armour, but to be honest all the 
things we did there were good.

Theo Mostert

During October half term, six keen students 
of German visited Germany’s vibrant capital 
to experience some true German culture 
and language in this historical setting. 

History and sight-seeing were high on the 
agenda and we gained a real insight into 
Berlin’s interesting and difficult past; a  
guided walking tour and a visit to a  
remaining, mile-long stretch of the wall  
being the highlights. In addition, we relished  

the culinary variety the city had to offer and 

enjoyed the views from the TV Tower and 

the Berlin Cathedral. 

The five action-packed days with visits to 

several museums and evening activities 

were exciting and interesting, but we 

merely scratched the surface of this 

magnificent metropolis…  We’ll be back!

JH

Berlin

The Chief Master, Lieutenant Colonel Nick Keen (Old Edwardian) and 
members of the CCF at St George’s Memorial Church



15 14 14 SportSport

Warwick 50’s  
Midlands  
Swimming  
Championships

In October half term, Hayley Bettinson competed in the 
National Masters Gala at Ponds Forge in Sheffield. 

In her individual events she achieved a Silver Medal in the 50m 
front crawl and Gold in the 50m fly. She also broke a World 
Record in the 200m and 4x100m relay, and a European and 
British Record in two other relays!

CAPJ

Hayley Bettinson

World Record holder, Hayley Bettinson (far left)

Five Shells and five Rems arrived  
at Warwick School ready for some 
tough swimming races. 

Against some strong opposition from 
eight Midlands’ schools we had some 
good personal best times in both 
individual races and the medley and 
front crawl team relays.

Our top swimmer Alex Hindle started 
with a win in the U13 Individual Medley 
which motivated the other Rems in their 
individual races, Ben Coeulle came 2nd, 
James Perry 3rd, Lorcan Ryan-Verdigel 
3rd, and Oliver Hudson 4th. They finished 
off the afternoon with a great race in the 
front crawl relay, coming 2nd overall and 
only three points off the winning spot. 
How close was that!

The U12s, Rory Elliott, Ben O’Hara, Alex 
Sokolov, Junias Wong and Omar Hijazi, 
found it tougher coming 7th overall. All 
achieving some great swims especially 
in the relays and improving on times 
achieved in the recent house swimming 
standards competition. A great afternoon 
of competition.

HAB

Top honour for  
KES cricket

Warriors launch  
inaugural Junior  
Academy Centre

The 2014 cricket season was rounded off with a prestigious  
award for KES cricket and in particular the 1st XI and the Eastern 
Road facility. 

For many years the 1st XI have played the Forty Club and this year the 
School was awarded the XL Trophy for 2014. This is awarded for the best 
cricketing experience by the Club in the whole country. No mean feat 
considering their extensive fixture list contains all the finest schools  
in Britain. 

The School was chosen for the award based on the whole experience 
connected with the day including the quality of the ground, attitude 
of the boys, hospitality, as well as the tremendous game that came to 
pass. Tom Claughton (Captain) received the trophy and made a most 
impressive speech at the Forty Club Annual Dinner, which was held in 
the Long Room at Lord’s in October half term.

LMR

Worcester Warriors launched the first of six Junior Academy 
Centres on Thursday, 18 September at King Edward’s School. The 
centre will allow Warriors to develop the best young rugby players 
in the region as they look to build a career in the game. 

Young players from across the West Midlands will be given a clear 
and structured pathway to professional rugby. Working closely with 
Warriors’ experienced coaches, they will be provided with strength and 
conditioning, nutritional, medical and game support as they look to 
realise their rugby potential.

U13 Independent  
School Lambs

Congratulations to Aadil Ali, Emil Ali and Tom Corbett on their selection in the Midlands U13 
Independent School Lambs Rugby Squad. 

After attending a number of trials, these three boys have been selected to represent the Midlands 
in a national tournament at the end of the season. These matches will be against London South 
East, South West and the North. Prior to the Tournament, the Midlands will play practice matches 
against invitational, school and club sides.

JA

Lawson Roll, David Morgan (President of the MCC)  
and Tom Claughton with the XL trophy

Water polo
Water polo continues to flourish under the close supervision of 
Great Britain U14 Coach, Phil Powell. 

Matt Madden, Felix Abbott Black and George Davies are all in the Great 
Britain 1999+ Squad and Joe Taylor is in the 2001+ Squad. The Senior 
and U16 KES teams are all through to the second round of the ESSA 
National Competition with the U14 Competition starting next term.

CAPJ

Tennis
The U15 and U13 teams won the local Birmingham tennis leagues last summer, 
resulting in qualification for the Midlands’ Regional Section of the Aegon Schools’ 
tennis competition this term. 

In the last 64, the U13 team was drawn against a strong Warwick side and even though we 
lost 5-1 the team emerged with considerable credit. The U15 team demolished Heart of 
England School 6-0 only losing a handful of games in the last 64. 

The U15 team were drawn against Warwick School in the last 32. Unfortunately, our number 
one, Ying Hou, was out injured but the rest of the team put in an epic performance. Our first 
pair of Rohan Thawait and Hugo Easlea lost 6-0 in the doubles but Richard Newton and Finn 
Geelan won theirs 6-3. 

In the singles, Richard lost 6-2 at second string and Finn eventually secured a 7-5 win in a 
topsy-turvy match. Hugo found his form and won his match 7-6 against a fine player. On 
the face of it, our first string, Rohan, had no chance against the former county U13 number 
one. Almost unbelievably he got to 5-4 up and 40-15 on his opponent’s serve but the 
Warwick player went on to win 7-5. With the match tied at 3-3, matters were decided by a 
championship tie-break. Rohan and Finn eventually lost 10-6 after several absorbing points. 

I was very proud of the teams’ efforts. The U15 team deserved to reach the National Quarter-
Finals and without Ying’s unfortunate injury I am convinced they would have done so.

SJT

Aadil AliTom CorbettEmil Ali

Alex Hindle

Alex Bartley receiving coaching
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U14 Fives  
Individual  
Tournament  
On Sunday 9 November, Richard 
Cooper-Smith, Colbert Xuan and 
I travelled down to Harrow School 
to compete in an individual fives 
tournament, which consisted of 41 
players from schools across the UK. 

Each player was given a number and 
partnered with a different person each 
round, playing seven rounds with 
games up to 12 points. The four players 
with the most points at the end of the 
seven rounds went through to the final. 
Of the 41 players, two won all their 
matches and got 84 points, followed  
by one who got 80 points and I got  
79 points. 

The partners were chosen at random 
for the final and the two who won all 
their matches were partnered against 
me and the boy with 80 points. The 
match was very tense and the other 
team was 4-1 up but then we turned 
the match around and won 12-9.

Edward James

Worcester Warriors  
Development Player Pathway

Congratulations to Alex Bartley (Fourths), 
Ben White, Aadil Ali, Emil Ali and Tom 
Corbett (all Rems) on their selection in the 
Worcester Warriors Development Player 
Pathway groups. 

Each boy has been selected to train with 
Worcester Warriors and develop their technical 
and tactical skills with other boys from the 
West Midlands.

JA

Cross country report 

In mid-November, we went for a six-mile 
training run along the Staffordshire and 
Worcestershire canal. 

The sun hung above the trees as the last 
few autumnal leaves were falling, a mist rose 
above the quiet countryside and the smell of 
wood smoke tickled our nostrils as it curled 
from the stacks on the canal boats. What 
a wonderful way to spend a Wednesday 
afternoon. This makes up, I suppose, for the 
pouring rain in Sutton Park and squelching 
mud in Walsall. With cross country you get 
it all. 

With a 3rd, a 2nd (to Warwick) and two 1sts 
(against Bishop Vesey’s, Adam’s Grammar 
and King Henry’s), the A team are in a good 
position in the Birmingham Schools League 
Competition, backed up ably by the B team. 
We even managed a C team for the Queen 
Mary’s relays. 

Well done to all the runners who get stronger 
with every race and a special mention to 
Roodi Gent, Josh Kimblin and Edgar Elliott for 
their strong front running.

DMW

The team before the Queen Mary’s relay

Ben White
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