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Sunday Times International 
Baccalaureate School of the Year 
King Edward’s School, Birmingham was announced as the winner 

of The Sunday Times International Baccalaureate School of the Year 

on Sunday, 22 November 2015.

The School took the top spot in the International Baccalaureate (IB) 

category for its outstanding performance in the IB Diploma this year 

which places King Edward’s School 26th overall in The Sunday Times 

league table of independent schools and best of any school offering 

100% IB to its sixth form.

The 2015 IB Diploma results broke school records and produced three 

top marks of 45 – a score achieved by only 160 worldwide out of almost 

142,000 – an average score of 39.4, and over half of the 104 boys 

scored 40 points or above: the equivalent to 4 A* at A-level. 

John Claughton, Chief Master, said: “This is a very proud and significant 

moment for the school. The move to 100% IB in 2010 was a gigantic 

step, taken to offer the boys a truly challenging education. This award 

and the success in the league tables are proof of our success in making 

that move. We are not only the best 100% IB school in this country but 

one of the best in the world.

“King Edward’s School is the most socially and ethnically diverse 

independent school in this country and we believe that the IB Diploma 

is the right education for the boys to prepare them for the global 

challenges that lie ahead of them. After all, the IB’s mission is to make 

the world more peaceful. Such success only comes when all members 

of the school community, pupils, staff, parents, governors and alumni 

come together to make it happen.”

Find out about another two awards King Edward’s School has received 

this term on page 2.
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A brief word from...

The Chief Master
When the school annexed the land 

beyond the Eastern Road for more 

rugby pitches and the territory on 

which now stand the new hockey 

astro and the Southall Pavilion, I 

compared myself to the Emperor 

Caligula in my imperial ambitions. 

Now, this edition of Spokesman tells 

tales of three awards from those three 

fine, if disparate, publications, Tatler, The 

Sunday Times and the Times Educational 

Supplement which bear comparison with 

Augustus’ triple triumph, over Dalmatia, 

Mark Antony and Egypt, in 29 BC. Sadly, 

there will be no triumphal arch built in 

front of Big School, nor will I need a slave 

on board my chariot to remind me of my 

own mortality – I know that already. What 

does need to be celebrated and said 

is that these awards and this national 

recognition are generated by one  

single truth. 

In recent years, we have moved forward 

because of the total engagement of 

the whole school community with our 

pursuit of a true education for the boys 

and of the accessibility of all bright 

boys to this school. That community 

stretches outward from the staff and 

the pupils in the school who have 

made IB work, from key figures who 

have made major projects work, Simon 

Lerwill as Development Director, Tom 

Arbuthnott as Director of Outreach, 

to the alumni and parents who have 

supported the school in so many 

ways, to the 190 schools with which 

we do business through the Outreach 

programme. Augustus had his legions 

to thank for his victory and power but 

legion are the people who have played 

their part in this school’s progress.

John Claughton 
Chief Master

Awards ‘hat-trick’
King Edward’s School won the ‘Best 

Independent-Maintained School 

Collaboration’ at the 2015 TES 

Independent School Awards on Friday 27 

November, making it the third award the 

School has won since September. 

The TES award was presented to King 

Edward’s School in recognition of its 

extensive outreach programme, which 

engages with over 11,000 primary school 

children and 450 teachers from 190 schools 

within the local community each year. 

In October we launched the Claughton 

Scholarship – a new scholarship we are 

hoping to fund by next summer to mark 

John Claughton’s time at the School. 

The scholarship will be awarded to the 

Assisted Place pupil who finishes highest 

in the entrance exam each year to honour 

John’s commitment to both academia 

and social mobility. So far we have raised 

£250,000 towards the scholarship from key 

donors and current parents and are hoping 

more parents whose sons have benefited 

from John’s time as Chief Master will support 

over the months ahead. 

The money for the Claughton Scholarship 

will go towards the AP100 Campaign, which 

is aiming to raise £10 million to fund 100 

Assisted Places by summer 2016. Over 

1,300 parents, alumni and other supporters 

have already donated £9.2 million to the 

Campaign so we are closing in on the target. 

We have been helped in recent months by 

the generosity of The Tolkien Trust which 

provided matched funding and doubled any 

gift that was made. Thanks to the generosity 

KESPA has enjoyed a very successful year, going from strength 

to strength. 

Our committee members welcomed new parents on Induction Day 

and the Evening for Shell parents in September, and accompanied 

potential families on guided tours at the Open Mornings in October 

and November. We hosted the Tolkien Lecture featuring the world-

famous musician Alfred Brendel early in October. 

Our pièce de résistance was the Christmas Cracker event held 

on the evening of 4 December. The KES catering staff excelled, 

producing the most delicious buffet we’ve ever had at our Christmas 

event. Big School looked aptly festive with committee members 

working incredibly hard to make the event a memorable evening.

Looking forward, we have our Quiz Evening on Friday 22 January. 

Tickets are on sale now – please book early to avoid disappointment 

as this event is always sold out.

Anju Mehta 

Honorary Secretary

Claughton Scholarship launches

Guests at the John Lewis event in November 2015

of hundreds of donors we raised the £500,000 

needed to secure all of the matched funding.

Finally, since this will be the last article I 

write for Spokesman, I would like to thank 

all parents for their support for the work of 

the Development & OEA Office, whether this 

be attending our events, such as the recent 

John Lewis function, offering careers advice 

The other two awards received to make the 

‘hat-trick’ are ‘The Sunday Times International 

Baccalaureate School of the Year’ (cover 

story), and the Chief Master, John Claughton, 

was named ‘Best Head of Public School’ by 

Tatler magazine in September.

through our Careers Network or making a 

donation to the Campaign. King Edward’s is 

truly a remarkable school and it has been a 

privilege to work here for the last seven years.

For more information about the Claughton 
Scholarship or to make a donation visit:  
www.trust.kes.org.uk/claughton

SML

KESPA Christmas CrackerKing Edward’s School has been building 

relationships with a young school in India, 

founded only 10 years ago, to explore the 

differences and similarities between the 

cultures and philosophies of the  

two schools. 

The relationship with BD Somani International 

School in Mumbai has been developing 

over the last 18 months with staff from 

each school spending time in the other. In 

November, we welcomed two teachers from 

BD Somani. Shantanu Rajadhyaksha, who 

teaches History, and Navroz Billimoria, who 

teaches Maths, spent two weeks at King 

Edward’s exploring the school and its culture, 

observing lessons, talking to staff and pupils, 

and taking part in the full school timetable. 

The visitors also took part in a programme 

of sightseeing which included a trip to 

Building relationships 
with India

The visitors from BD Somani at the Aston Villa v 
Manchester City match

London, visiting the Frankfurt Christmas 

Market and the traditional British activities 

of a meal in a ‘chippy’ and going to see 

Aston Villa play Manchester City. 
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By the autumn of 1915 the British 

government had over a million volunteers. 

It needed them; the attrition of trench 

warfare was taking its toll. In September, 

six entire divisions – 108,000 men – went 

over the top in the Battle of Loos; German 

machine-gunners had a perfect target. 

After nearly three weeks of slaughter the 

battle was called off leaving 60,000 British 

corpses lying in the battlefield – six of 

them King Edward’s Old Boys. 

Second Lieutenant Fred Yardley. Died of his 

wounds in hospital in Calais on 17 September 

1915, aged 28, before the battle had begun. 

He had been shot by a stray bullet while 

superintending trench-digging near Neuve 

Chapelle in late August.

Second Lieutenant Bertram Hill. Died on 

the first day of the battle, 25 September 1915, 

aged 18.

Captain John Tongue. Also died on the first 

day of the battle, 25 September 1915,  

aged 23. 

Major Philip Mason. A career soldier of 

the 3rd Dragoons, who had distinguished 

himself with the Legion of Honour and a 

Distinguished Service Order, was killed in 

action on 26 September 1915, aged 43. 

Sergeant John Holroyd. A surveyor, he  

was wounded on the infamous Hill 70 on  

4 October and died on 11 October 1915,  

aged 28.

Captain William Millner. Killed in action on 

13 October 1915, the final day of the attack, 

aged 38. Millner had been an architect, a 

wine merchant and a skilled marksman even 

being selected to represent Great Britain in 

the Empire Shield, although war prevented 

the competition taking place – he was killed 

by a German shell.

Captain George Patterson. Killed in action 

on 13 October 1915, aged 27. Patterson 

was an engineer and at school had been an 

excellent swimmer. He was killed in what 

was described as ‘a gallant rush’, during the 

storming of the Hohenzollern Redoubt.

Academic news

Commemorating our war dead

School news

Private William Richards. Killed in action on 

13 October 1915, aged 17. It is not known 

how Richards died and he only attended KES 

for two years, but like many men who died 

that day his body was found after the war and 

re-interred in the Loos Memorial Cemetery. 

Midshipman Frank Allen. A volunteer for 

the navy, Allen was seriously wounded 

on the HMS Ebro and died from his 

wounds on 19 October 1915, aged 17. 

Second Lieutenant Richard Leacroft. Killed 

by machine-gun fire on 10 November 1915 

near La Bassée in Northern France, while 

occupying a crater created by the explosion 

of a German mine. He was 22 years old.

Lieutenant John Hudson. Killed by a sniper 

at Gommecourt on 30 November 1915, aged 

20. Somewhat ironically John had also been a 

sniper and had been described in the school 

records as a ‘crack shot’. Clearly a popular 

man his Major wrote of him: “His comrades 

are left to mourn the loss of a brave young 

soldier…a good officer and companion.” 

Lieutenant Ernest Whitworth. Killed on 

20 December 1915, aged 24. He had been 

between trenches in charge of a working 

party of 310 men and four other officers, 

when a German machine gun opened fire 

and killed him instantly. Ernest had been 

a talented mathematician – receiving the 

Austin Prize from Birmingham University 

for being the top pupil in his year – he was 

then employed as assistant lecturer at the 

University’s Day Training College for Men. 

Lieutenant Leslie Bowen. Killed whilst 

on patrol duty in the early morning of 22 

December 1915, only days after receiving his 

commission. He had been leading his men 

towards the German wire when he was hit, he 

was described as a “keen and zealous officer 

and very popular among his comrades.” 

Leslie was 27 years old. Leslie’s father, John 

Bowen, built the Hall of Memory in Centenary 

Square to honour Birmingham’s war dead.

That brings the total number of Old 

Edwardians who lost their lives in the 

first 17 months of the war to 34. Over the 

course of the next few years that number 

multiplied to 245, one in five of the Old 

Boys who fought paid with their lives.

KMB

Sergeant John Holroyd’s headstone in Choques 
Military Cemetery

Lieutenant Leslie Bowen in his St John’s  
College blazer

KES wins Lord 
Mayor’s quiz  
for second time

Summer maths

A team of Sixth Form boys has won the Lord Mayor’s Annual Sixth 

Form Mega-Quiz for the second time.

Over 35 teams from across the West Midlands competed in 10 rounds 

of questions in the Mega-Quiz, which was held at the University of 

Birmingham on Tuesday, 17 November 2015. The KES team performed 

exceptionally to win by a clear margin over their nearest competitor and 

runner-up, KE Five Ways. 

The Lord Mayor of Birmingham will officially present each member 

of the team with a certificate early next year and they have already 

received a trophy and shopping vouchers for £20 each. The school will 

receive a cheque for £500 to spend on equipment.

The KES team: Nick Wyatt (captain), Josh Kimblin, Edwin Bahrami Balani 

and Phil Holt in Sixths and Alex Pett and Ashwyn Aulak in Divisions. 

In July, I attended the UKMT’s National Mathematics Summer 

School in Leeds, a residential course that lasted for six days. 

There were about 50 students in total, all invited based on their 

performance in the Intermediate Maths Olympiad. 

Masterclasses were given on the subject of infinite sets; we also 

took part in problem-solving sessions, covering topics such as 

combinatorics, number theory and conic sections, and received 

lectures on game theory, fractals, infinite series and continued 

fractions. Furthermore, we were divided into six groups for daily team 

competitions, in which we were given individual problems, group 

problems, and relays in the vein of the Team Maths Challenge. Other 

ways to earn points included performing in the student concert, ‘Strictly 

Summer School’, and getting a high score in a trip to the bowling alley. 

I was also invited to the UKMT’s Olympiad Initial Training Camp, held 

at Queen’s College, Oxford. This seven-day camp, attended by about 

20 students, was more focused on solving problems of the type found 

in Olympiads and included more obscure topics such as functional 

equations and the Invariance Principle; the camp concluded with a 4½ 

hour exam with three very difficult problems.

Both camps were very enjoyable and gave me the opportunity to 

meet other like-minded people. They also enhanced my mathematical 

problem-solving skills considerably.

Daniel Yue

Winning  
history essay
St Hugh’s College, Oxford launched a national essay 

competition for sixth form historians in 1994 and for the first 

time a pupil at King Edward’s School has scooped first prize 

worth £500.

There were 118 entries for the Julia Wood Essay Prize from  

schools across the UK and it is quite exceptional for the award to 

go to a pupil in Year 12. Josh was invited to lunch at the College 

and his winning essay entitled ‘“A king in all but name”: To what 

extent is this an accurate reflection of the nature of Cosimo de’ 

Medici’s power over Florence between 1434 and 1464?’ was 

posted on the St Hugh’s website. 

PWG
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Community conference
Saturday 7 November was a day where the Independent Schools Council’s Uniting Communities 

Schools Conference on Community Action came to KES. 

This meant that hundreds of pupils and teachers from across the country flocked to the Ruddock Hall to 

exchange notes and ideas about what their schools were and were not doing to help community life, locally, 

nationally and worldwide. For KES, this involved evaluating programmes such as Outreach and BCH.

We had a special role to play: hosting the ‘student meet’ at the conference. Teachers from different schools 

come together to discuss and present thoughts all the time, but for students this is quite rare, so the fact that 

KES was able to host such an event was a huge honour. And of course, what was a student meet without 

student presenters? Aiming to emulate Ant and Dec but fearing failure in the form of the Chuckle Brothers, we 

had the task of filling in the gaps between each student presentation. These ranged from fighting for gender 

equality and teaching children how to swim to our very own Maths Competition and Debating Workshop.

It was a thoroughly enjoyable and worthwhile experience. Not only was it a chance to learn but it was also 

inspirational thanks to the surprising abundance of Outreach programmes similar to our own across the UK. As 

for us, we think we lived up to Mr Arbuthnott’s expectations. If not, maybe you who are reading this – yes, you 

– could become the next Barry and Paul next year!

Lokesh Jain and Usman Raja

‘Concert Party’ is a new Outreach programme that takes some of the best musicians 

from this school to primary schools with children not as exposed to music, to give a 

short concert.

The concert includes a piece of chamber music (a string trio), a trumpet solo and at least 

one string solo as well as going through some of the differences between the instruments, 

their limits and what they are used for. This is led by the ever energetic and enthusiastic  

Dr Leigh. 

For the most part of the first term we have been practising on Friday afternoons, however 

we have started now to go out to schools. Despite transport issues (fitting five of us with 

a cello into a taxi can be quite taxing, not to mention finishing late and missing the return 

taxi), all of us feel like we are using the skills we have been taught to give back to the 

community. The feedback has been positive and hopefully we can inspire many more 

children to take up musical instruments. 

David Millross

Concert Party Astronomy 
workshop
The newest addition to Outreach is the 

Astronomy workshop. On Friday 27 

November, a team of four Divisions left 

for Ladypool School to give their first 

afternoon of astronomy to a group of 

ecstatic primary school children. 

After a month of planning, the boys 

let loose their passion for the stars 

– stemming from each of their extra-

curricular astronomy GCSEs – and 

enjoyed an afternoon probing the heavens. 

The boys engaged the children with tales 

of the lives of stars, rocket building, alien 

designing competitions, and even a bit 

on the planets. A quiz rounded up the 

afternoon, and the boys walked out of the 

door to the sound of applause and even 

some children shouting: “I want to be 

an astronomer when I grow up”. Feeling 

proud (and a little more sympathetic for 

their own teachers) the boys left Ladypool, 

and will continue their mission to inspire 

the stars of Birmingham primary schools – 

they are booked until April.

Alex Pett

STMC 
Regional Champions

Arkwright Scholarship
The KES Senior Team Maths Challenge team went with Mr Cross 

to Camp Hill Boys’ School on Thursday, 26 November 2015 for the 

Regional Finals of this national competition. 

Once again, the boys performed splendidly, though (and I’m sorry to 

have to say this) they did get a question wrong this year. That’s the first 

wrong answer during the past two years of competition. Apparently, 

so the story goes…, in the rush to get the answer sheet in on time, a 

certain member of the team hastily wrote down ‘60’ as the answer to 

what was effectively the sum: 78-12 = ...

That meant we had to settle for an imperfect score of 174/180. We did 

still come first, nonetheless. 

Our amazing cast and crew consisted of Jeremy Ho (c) and Vidy Reddy 

in the Sixths and Daniel Yue and Dougie Dolleymore in the Fifths. Team 

manager – yours truly – did his best not to interfere and my strategy 

clearly worked a treat.

TFC

In October, Gabriel Yoong, now in the Divisions, was awarded a 

sought-after Arkwright Engineering Scholarship at a ceremony  

in London.

The Arkwright Engineering Scholarships support young people from 

across the UK who have the potential to be industry’s future leaders in 

engineering. During their sixth form studies, Scholars receive £600 to 

support their technical courses and have access to a range of exciting 

opportunities to learn more about engineering, such as mentoring and 

company visits. Schools receive £400 per Scholarship awarded to  

their students.

Scholars are selected following a rigorous selection process comprising a 

detailed application form supported by a teacher’s reference, a two-hour 

aptitude exam and an interview hosted at a top engineering university. 

Gabriel impressed the interview panel with his technical knowledge and 

Design and Technology project work.

PAB

Dr Alan Slomson (Leeds University) with Dougie, Vidy, Jeremy and Daniel

Gabriel Yoong with a representative from The Reece Foundation

Arkwright Undergraduate Scholarship 
Xiaofan Zhang, class of 2015, has received a prestigious 

engineering scholarship worth £12,000.

The 2015 Reece Foundation Arkwright Undergraduate Scholarship, 

which was presented to Xiaofan at an award ceremony in London in 

October, will support Xiaofan throughout his Engineering studies at 

Selwyn College, Cambridge.

Xiaofan is one of three students nationally to be awarded an 

Arkwright Undergraduate Scholarship, for which he went through a 

gruelling interview beating over 70 other students in the process. The 

Scholarship recognises Xiaofan’s potential to be one of the country’s 

future leaders in the engineering profession.
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Shakespeare 
Schools  
Festival

Tolkien Lecture: 
Alfred Brendel

Martin Roscoe 
Masterclass

The Lion, the Witch  
and the Wardrobe

House Drama

Visitors to the Drama Studio were magically transported to Narnia for this year’s Junior 
Production of The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. 

With a cast of thousands playing squirrels, beavers, tree-spies and wolves, rarely has the 

Performing Arts Centre echoed with such wildlife!

Mrs Higgins’ first production at the school was an undoubted triumph. Exciting, frightening and 

hilarious in turns (with the cutest squirrel chorus you could hope to see), cast, crew and audience 

alike had a fantastic time from beginning to end. Bravo to all involved!

MJB

For the first time Junior actors represented their houses competing for the  
Wilson Trophy.

Donated by the Wilson family in recollection of Sam’s amazing contribution to school 

drama over the years, the trophy was fiercely fought over with a super set of monologues 

from Upper Middles and Fourths. Ultimately Sam Jackson brought victory for Prince Lee 

with a superb speech from Journey’s End.

The Minor competition was similarly difficult to judge. Members of the Shells and 

Removes shone in an extremely entertaining lunchtime event in which competition was 

ferocious. The trophy was jointly won by Joe Roberts, Ibrahim Din and Matty Ibrahim. 

Congratulations to all who took part.

MJB

The KES Shakespeare Schools 
Festival contribution this year was a 
great success. 

A mixture of Year 9 and 10 pupils from 

both KES and KEHS acted in King 

Lear, the Shakespearean tragedy. A 

group of four Year 11 pupils helped Mrs 

Gillow cast, direct and advertise the 

play. Three accomplished musicians 

performed on the nights too.

Nathan Cornish starred as King 

Lear, ably supported by a superb 

company of young actors, and 

Samay Patel, our technical producer, 

created a surreal atmosphere by 

using the lighting facilities available. 

All those involved thoroughly enjoyed 

working together and attended three 

rehearsals a week to ensure no 

compromise in performance quality. 

The cast and the student directors: 

Zoraiz Khan, Satish Vaze, Zain 

Rishi, and myself, would all like 

to thank Mrs Gillow for her help 

and input along the way. 

Omar Haroun

Alfred Brendel, one of the greatest pianists of the last century, 

visited King Edward’s School on Tuesday 22 September to talk to 

an audience of over 400 pupils, parents, former pupils and staff 

about the art of playing the piano.

Alfred Brendel’s career spanned over 60 years and has seen him 

perform with the leading orchestras and conductors of the world. He 

was the first pianist to record all of Beethoven’s piano works and has 

received many accolades, including the 2010 Gramophone Lifetime 

Achievement Award.

Brendel’s final concert appearance was with the Vienna Philharmonic 

Orchestra in 2008, and he now delivers lectures, poetry readings  

and masterclasses.

King Edward’s School and King Edward VI High School for Girls 

were honoured to welcome world renowned classical pianist Martin 

Roscoe on Friday 2 October to give a masterclass to select pianists 

from both schools, as well as treating us to a recital afterwards.

I think that both the lucky pianists as well as the audience watching 

would agree that Mr Roscoe’s attention to detail was formidable and his 

knowledge of the repertoire was vast: he had played all save one of the 

pieces that were performed! With only one ten-minute break, he taught 

for three hours, offering helpful tips and guidance as well as wonderful 

suggestions to improve the pieces played before him.

The whole experience of a masterclass by such a distinguished and 

remarkable pianist was one of incredible enthusiasm from Mr Roscoe 

and inspiration for the performers.

Abhinav Jain

Lunchtime Recitals
The first recital was the Miss Margaret Davis Memorial Recital. Miss Davis was an alumna of 

KEHS whose support for music we mark each year. The concert was given by Isla Atay, Daniel 

Yue, and a string quartet consisting of Beth Zheng, Sophia Jin, Melissa Yao, and Isabel Russell.

The recital at the Barber Institute is always a highlight of the year, giving an opportunity for our most 

advanced musicians to play to a large and knowledgeable audience in a major concert venue. This 

year’s performers were Adelaide Yue, Philip Edwards and Naomi Bazlov, and a piano trio comprising 

Daniel Yue, Conrad Yap, and Lauren Zhang.

The third lunchtime recital was unusual; a wind quintet of Isla Atay, Adriana lo Polito, Peter Murphy, 

and Margaret Cookhorn performed Berio’s Opus Number Zoo. This fascinating work requires its 

performers both to play and, at the same time, recite poetry. The remainder of the concert was a 

performance of Copland’s masterpiece, Appalachian Spring, and 19 players gave the work in its 

original, deeply moving version.

MDL

Alfred Brendel and John Claughton
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Lifeguarding 
Service Medal

Model United 
Nations success

Bikeability

Monet it ain’t!

First time underwater!

At the annual Royal Life Saving Society 

Awards at London’s Guildhall, Rev Raynor 

was presented with the Society’s Service 

Medal by the (very tall!) Olympic Swimming 

medallist, Steve Perry.

The Service Medal is presented in recognition 

of quality training over a long period. Rev 

Raynor has been involved with the training 

of KES lifeguards for 20 years, during which 

time this ‘niche’ Wednesday games option 

has turned out over 200 qualified lifeguards, 

giving boys the chance to both develop 

useful skills and gain lucrative vacation work, 

as well as achieving a 100% rating in every 

annual quality assurance inspection.

Nobody expects the Living History Group. More specifically, nobody expects to be 

bombarded with cabbages or paraffin-laced fire balls by the Living History Group. However, 

given that we have been bombarding people with alarming frequency over the past few 

months, the element of surprise may be wearing off.

The Living History Group’s habit of conquering places became an addiction over the summer 

holiday. Firstly, we were invited to fight the Battle of Evesham (again), which we did with 

remarkable enthusiasm, running the firepower display and raising almost £100 for charity from the 

have-a-go trebuchet for children. The next feat of Mr Davies’ generalship came during the Siege 

of Kenilworth, in which we shot arrows, cabbages and fireballs. In spite of the rain, we landed all 

of the fireballs within a target circle of three metre radius – much to the relief of the defenders and 

the personnel responsible for keeping the castle intact. Mr Davies also achieved the accolade of 

being interviewed by Radio 4; he may become famous yet.

The final major event of the season was our defence of Tretower Court and Castle. In the year of 

the Agincourt anniversary, we were expecting to defend (or at least pretend to defend) the castle 

against raging Welsh rebels. Instead, we defended it against the occasional lost sheep, and some 

(even more lost) tourists. Despite the lack of visitors, the weather was glorious and left us to enjoy 

the beautiful scenery. We came to the conclusion that defending castles is much easier than 

attacking them. Long may the unexpected good weather and castle sieges continue.

Josh Kimblin

We don’t just blow stuff up you know! The 

Living History Group has a gentler and 

more cooperative side to it. In fact we are 

cooperating with Avoncroft Museum in 

Bromsgrove to help bring their Merchant’s 

House to life. 

For that we will need: dried, crushed rabbit 

skin; earth paint pigments; gum arabic; 

crushed sea shell powder; Gesso (Plaster 

of Paris); water; horse-hair brushes; a heat 

source; and, a lot of pots.

The project is to reproduce one of the rarest 

of all survivals from the age of Henry VIII, a 

60 boys have attended Bikeability courses held at KES this term, with instructors  

provided by Birmingham City Council. 

Bikeability is the modern version of the old ‘cycling proficiency scheme’ that some parents will 

remember. The difference with Bikeability is boys go out onto roads near school to learn safe 

riding in a very practical way and a high instructor to pupil ratio provides safe supervision.

More and more boys are cycling to school, and lots of boys take part in one of our cycle tours 

in the summer holiday. We also saw plenty of boys taking part in one of our morning cycle rides 

in Shustoke or Wombourne. The skills boys learn on the Bikeability course go a long way to 

make them safer – though they do need to keep going out on their bikes to refresh their skills.

We’ll hold another series of Bikeability courses next autumn but if parents would like their sons 

to attend a course before then, the city council operates courses elsewhere in the city which 

boys could take part in.

CDB

Model United Nations (MUN) Society 

has become increasingly popular in 

recent years. 

MUN is essentially a model version 

of the real United Nations in which 

students from across the country, and 

even sometimes the world, attend a 

conference with the intent of working 

both individually and collaboratively with 

other countries to agree on solutions to 

tackling the problems of today’s world. 

This term there have been two MUN 

conferences, the first at Cheadle Hulme 

School (MUNCH) and a second at 

Malvern St James School (MSJMUN). 

The School had a lot of success at 

both conferences with Nick Wyatt 

achieving Best Delegate, Josh Sagoo, 

Alex Pett and Karan Gangurde achieving 

Highly Commended Delegate awards 

and the KES team representing 

Israel achieving Highly Commended 

Delegation at MUNCH. At MSJMUN 

Highly Commended awards went to Josh 

Sagoo and Ben Cudworth as well as 

Kartik Sareen and Shantanu Kundu both 

winning Best Young Delegate awards. 

A big thank you to Mr Arbuthnott and  

Mr Ollis for their time and effort in 

organising and preparing the teams of 

students and for bringing Model United 

Nations to the School.

Josh Sagoo

The KES Scuba Programme is up and running again. Fourth year CCF 

cadets have been having a go at Scuba Diving on Friday afternoons in 

November, and we are once again planning two Open Water Diver courses 

in the coming terms, as well as the biggest yet trip to Gozo in the Maltese 

Islands next July. 

All our try-dives and courses are now being run by local instructors from Scuba 

School. These instructors are among the best I have ever worked with, and I am 

thrilled to see KES Diving moving forward with their involvement.

DHR

Steve Perry and Rev Raynor

A completed cloth at the Weald and Downland Museum

The Siege of Kenilworth

11 10 

War and Peace 
(mostly war actually)

Tudor painted cloth. Josh Kimblin and Amber 

Syed have been experimenting with some 

of the smelliest and most uncooperative 

materials imaginable to re-learn the skills that 

were lost more than 400 years ago. Using 

only natural materials, they have produced 

the first test pieces and designs that will (we 

hope) grace the bedroom of the Tudor dyer. 

The house, which is rapidly becoming the 

jewel in the crown of the museum, is one in 

which the Living History Group have spent 

many happy days and not a few nights. One 

good turn deserves another.

JPD
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Hill walking

RN Expedition

IcelandThe Birmingham Quran
The Quran exhibition was very interesting and it gave a good impression of  

how the Quran was written. 

The most interesting thing I learnt at the exhibition was what the scripture was written on. 

We got to feel some parchment and goat skin was very strange to touch. I was amazed 

by how the writing was different back in those days as I only understood a few words of 

the Arabic and the rest looked different to the Arabic I read. They had sharpened bamboo 

sticks, which they used as pencils to write on the parchment with charcoal ink.

Overall the exhibition was very memorable and I would recommend a visit.

Yunus Uddin

A total of 40 boys have taken part in one of the two hill walking day 

trips this term. 

Our first walk was near Church Stretton in the warmth of early autumn. 

We climbed Caer Caradoc, a hill which always reminds me of the citadel 

in The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe which was the subject of 

this term’s superb Junior Production. At the top of Caer Caradoc is an 

ancient stone-age fort and we were able to dispel some myths about 

how those forts operated.

More recently we braved a windy day on the Shropshire Stiperstones, 

jumping puddles, clambering on rocks and enjoying an exhilarating 

descent of a slope of moss and gorse.

The day-walks season has finished and we now have a series of 

residential weekend trips: hill walking in the Lake District and Derbyshire 

Dales at either end of the Christmas holiday, then a hill walking and 

caving trip in March, followed by rock climbing in June.

CDB

The biennial Geography Department trip to Iceland took 

place during October half term involving 36 boys and staff.

Highlights of our fantastic visit included swimming in the Blue 

Lagoon, the Golden Circle sites of Thingvillir, the Geysir Centre 

and Gullfoss Waterfall, and a Glacier Walk. To make the trip even 

more magical, we were lucky enough to get a good show from 

the Northern Lights and a dusting of snow on our last day.

JPS

Headstand in a kayak? No problem! This is just one of the 

memorable images from the CCF Royal Navy Expedition to Plas 

Menai in September, where over 60 cadets had a go at kayaking, 

sailing, stand-up paddleboarding, canoeing, and windsurfing on 

the Menai Strait, and did a good deal of high ropes work too. Not 

forgetting watching one of the best matches of the Rugby World 

Cup as well...

DHR

The cycling tour of Holland was one of the 

most exciting and challenging trips I have 

ever been on. Not only did I get a taste of 

life in Holland, I also learnt a few things.

One of the most important parts of the trip 

was organisation. Organisation was key in 

my experience as I depend on my parents 

to wash my clothes and dry them but on the 

trip I had to wash my cycling kit every night, 

ensuring it was dry again for the next day. You 

realise how much your parents take care of 

you and when I got back home I appreciated 

them more. Money was part of organisation 

as my money decided to run away. When 

we live with our parents and they buy all the 

necessities money doesn’t mean much. Once 

we buy things for ourselves, it becomes a 

little harder so you have to plan when you are 

going to spend it. 

Holland cycling tour

13 12 

You learn more about yourself. When you 

are in a different culture, self-discovery takes 

you to a whole new level. I was forced to 

step out of my comfort zone and find new 

solutions. I was surprised that I was capable 

of overcoming my fear of heights as we had 

a bunk bed and I was always at the top. 

Change is a good thing and eventually it will 

all make sense.

The adventures you have on a trip like this 

are irreplaceable. I have many memories 

and photos and it will always be in my mind. 

Despite the fact I lost my shorts in the first 

week, the tiredness and the hostel food I 

detested, the Holland cycling tour was a 

beautiful experience.

Seth Khag

Sólheimajökull Glacier Walk

Potential Engineers in the Divisions and 

Sixths were given a unique opportunity to 

visit JLR’s Engine Manufacturing Centre 

(EMC) in Wolverhampton. 

The boys were given a comprehensive tour 

of the centre including the assembly and 

machining halls and had the opportunity 

to ask questions and discuss career 

opportunities with three JLR apprentices. 

The boys were amazed at the amount of 

automation and the use of robotics that 

play such an important role in modern 

manufacturing. They were also impressed 

with the number of European countries that 

form part of JLR’s supply chain and the major 

logistical challenge of manufacturing such a 

complex product. 

The group was accompanied by Alok  

Kumar and Xiaofan Zhang (Arkwright 

Engineering Scholars) who are now studying 

Engineering at Durham and Cambridge 

Universities, respectively.

PAB

Engineers of the future 
visit cutting-edge 
manufacturing centre

The group in JLR’s Education 
Business Partnership Centre
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Hockey success

Badminton and squash
The Senior Badminton and Squash Teams travelled to Bromsgrove 

School on Thursday 26 November for the first instalment of the 

double header of fixtures this year. 

Five pairs of badminton doubles players, including the KS4 Team 

preparing for the National Schools Competition, played some fantastic 

badminton securing victory with an impressive score of 14-2. At the 

same time the Squash Team, who are currently in the National Schools 

Vase Competition, went on to win with a resounding score of 5-0.

Badminton Team: Magnus Yap (c), Joshlee Bong, Simran Dhanda, 

Jordan Chan, Gabriel Yoong, Sajan Sanghera, Hugo Easlea, Ibraheem 

Malik, Hasan Rahman and Mingke Peng. Squash Team: Sam Shah (c), 

Charlie Roberts, Angus Bradley, Alex Cheswick and Oscar Jobes.

CAPJ

The first wildlife trip of the new school year saw us going to RSPB 

Leighton Moss in the North West, not far from the Lake District. 

The first day had beautiful weather, with strong light to provide for 

some sharp images. We circled the entire reserve, in search for the 

rare Bearded Tit, but had no luck on the first day. However we did see 

plenty of dragonflies, a playful challenge to photography in flight. Just 

before sunset, the clouds started to move in, and continued to loom 

over for the duration of the second day. After an early start we were out 

in the reserve in search for the Bearded Tit once again. This time we 

were lucky, and spotted several individuals in close proximity clearly 

recognised by their ‘pinging’ call. 

Later in the day we began our journey back home, stopping at Formby 

Sands (NT) near Liverpool, hoping to see Red Squirrels. Within minutes 

of arriving we were in luck, and after setting up next to one of their 

nut burial grounds, they came within metres of us allowing for some 

great photos and a wonderful experience to see these wonderful, cute 

creatures so close.

George Laight 

At the start of the summer vacation, the Senior Rugby Squad 

embarked on the 2015 Rugby Tour to Ontario, Canada. 40 players 

and six staff (including OE Emir Battaloglu – Tour Doctor) enjoyed 

two weeks of magnificent weather, stern tests on the rugby field 

and wonderful sightseeing. 

Starting out in Toronto, the group were lucky enough to coincide their 

stay with the opening of the Pan Am Games and share in the Opening 

Ceremony Festivities as well as attending both the Rugby Sevens and 

Baseball fixtures. Trips up the CN Tower and to Niagara Falls being the 

highlights of our first stop. We were also fortunate in being able to go 

for dinner with Alan Pearson OE as well as meeting with two other Old 

Boys at our fixture against the Oakville Crusaders – KES Community 

reaching far and wide. 

A night under canvas and one at the Eco Lodge in the Algonquin 

National Park along with a day’s coaching underprivileged children 

with the Gloucester Recreational Development Organisation brought 

us to Ottawa and the culmination of the tour at the National Youth 

Rugby Festival. Fantastic performances and character from the boys 

both on and off the pitch enabled the 1st XV to return home with an 

unprecedented record of played 9: won 9, and the 2nd XV played 7,  

won 2, drew 1 and lost 4.

CAPJ

KES Wildlife: 
Leighton Moss

Canada 
rugby tour

Over the October break, three members of KES hockey were 

selected for England Hockey’s High Performance Training Centres. 

This is part of the England Hockey selection process for the 

National Age Group teams. Congratulations to: (pictured L-R)  

Saihej Mangat, Fin Geelan and Ellis Owen.

MEJ

LEJOG
LEJOG 15: Mr Phillips’s fourth and (as he says each time) 

final party of Land’s End to John O’Groats cyclists arrives 

tired, cold, wet and happy at their destination.

The U16 Badminton Team won the District (Preliminary) round 

of the Center Parcs National Schools Badminton Competition 

on Monday 30 November by beating teams from Bishop 

Challoner (5-0) and KE Camp Hill (5-0). 

The team comprising of: Joshlee Bong, Ibraheem Malik, Hasan 

Rahman, Mingke Peng and Yifei Chen have played together for  

the past couple of years and built a solid playing rapport. The  

All Birmingham Competition is scheduled for 4 February at the 

Doug Ellis Sports Centre and KES will travel with high hopes  

and confidence.

CAPJ

U16 Badminton

U14 Badminton

On Wednesday 2 December, the U14 Badminton Team 

competed in the District Round of the Center Parcs National 

Schools Badminton Competition. 

The team comprising Rohan Thawait, Suyash Poshakwale, 

Emil Ali, Aadil Ali and Varun Sinha beat Wheelers Lane in the 

opening match 5-0 before playing the newly founded University 

of Birmingham School and again winning 5-0. The final, once 

again against KE Camp Hill, was a much closer affair with singles 

victories going to Camp Hill and the first two doubles matches 

going to KES. The final doubles match was the decider with KES 

grinding out a much earned victory, taking the match 3-2 and 

securing the team’s progress into the All Birmingham Competition 

in February.

CAPJ



16 Sport

King Edward’s School, Edgbaston Park Road, Birmingham B15 2UA 
Tel: 0121 472 1672  Fax: 0121 415 4327  Email: office@kes.org.uk

 
Registered Charity No. 529051

www.kes.org.uk www.kes.org.uk

KING EDWARD’S SCHOOL

B I R M I N G H A M

This year after much consultation 

a big change has taken place in 

the age groups of the ESSA Water 

Polo competition. We will now 

compete at U18, U15 and U13, 

which is hugely disappointing for 

this year’s Fifths and UMS.

The year has started well in the open round 

tournaments. The U18 team travelled to 

Stowe and a convincing win moved them 

into round two, thoroughly enjoying the 

all-day breakfast provided by their hosts 

before the journey home. The U15 team 

travelled to Bradford Grammar for their 

matches, winning all but one, putting 

them through. The U13 tournament 

does not start until the spring term, but 

they had a good trip to Manchester 

Aquatics Centre at the end of November 

to take part in The President’s Trophy 

Competition run by Bolton School. 

Some of the water polo boys put their 

goggles on and travelled to Bromsgrove 

School for their Invitational Swimming 

Relay Gala. Our U15 team, who were rather 

young, struggled against the competition, 

but the U18 team of Herbie Harris, 

Tom McNutt, George Davies and Alex 

Hindle gave it their all only just missing 

out on medals - 4th in both medley and 

freestyle relays - a great team effort. 

Alex Hindle (UM), who trains with the 

City of Birmingham Swim Squad, 

was the only boy to achieve the 

full 40 points in the recent House 

Swimming Standards competition. 

Close on his heels with 39 points were 

George Davies and James Perry.

HAB
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English Schools 
Water Polo  
is changing

Rugby
Rugby continues to be an important part in many of the boys’ lives at KES, and recently 

the U16A Rugby Team, led by Mr Johnson, has been on a terrific run of form. The team has 

progressed to the semi-final of the North Midlands Cup and, at time of writing, will play 

Monmouth for a chance to face the other likely finalists, Bromsgrove School.

With a trio of boys having 1st XV representative honours this season and many more knocking on 

the door; they have every chance of making their first Cup Final in recent memory. Among the top 

performers this year is Alex Bartley, who has also been selected to play for Worcester Warriors 

U18s. Alex is also the joint top try-scorer in the 1st XV and has been a great addition to the squad.

GPB 

Pitch perfect for new pavilion
A new £2.5 million pavilion and astro 

hockey pitch was officially opened on 

Saturday 29 August.

The new development, called the Southall 

Pavilion, has been substantially funded by 

Old Edwardian Stuart Southall who is co-

founder of the Punter Southall Group and 

was a keen hockey player when at school. 

The project has also been supported with 

funds from the Old Edwardians Association.

Guests at the opening enjoyed a round robin 

hockey tournament between the School’s  

1st XI hockey team and three teams of former 

pupils from different generations prior to a 

drinks reception in the new Pavilion.


