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Welcome to Chief Master  
Dr Mark Fenton
In September 2016, Dr Mark Fenton became the 31st Chief Master  

of King Edward’s School, Birmingham.

Dr Fenton has wasted no time in getting to know the staff and boys and 

has already experienced many of the diverse aspects of school life, from 

watching sports fixtures and drama and music performances, to 

experiencing time in the classroom with the boys and sampling the 

Friday afternoon activities. Visits further afield have included meeting the 

CCF’s Army Section on their Expeditions Weekend in Swynnerton and 

joining the trip to the battlefields of Belgium and France.

Reflecting on his first term, Dr Fenton said: “I am delighted to have taken 

up the post of Chief Master and have been overwhelmed by the warm 

welcome I have received from the whole school community.

“I have already been struck by the richness and diversity of school life 

and the passion held by all involved with the School. I have also 

thoroughly enjoyed sampling a fraction of what this school offers over 

the last term.

“For over 450 years, King Edward’s has provided an education that has 

enabled the boys of Birmingham and the surrounding areas to go on to 

achieve great things and I look forward to contributing to the future 

success of this truly great school.”

Prior to becoming Chief Master of King Edward’s School, Dr Fenton was 

Headmaster of Dr Challoner’s Grammar School, a leading state grammar 

school in Buckinghamshire. Educated at Brentwood School, Dr Fenton 

is a graduate of Peterhouse, Cambridge with First Class Honours in 

History and has since been awarded a PhD in Education Management.

You can follow Dr Fenton on Twitter @KESChiefMaster



2 2 3 School news School news

A brief word from...

The Chief Master
I’ve spent a lot of time over recent 

years talking about how important it 

is that schools prepare their pupils 

to deal with steep learning curves. 

However, it’s been a long time since I 

experienced one myself – until now. 

Despite bringing all my experience 

to bear, the last three months have 

amounted to the steepest learning 

curve I’ve faced in 15 years. It’s been 

exhilarating, exhausting and enlightening 

in equal measure. The Soviet 

psychologist Lev Vygotsky (1896-1934) 

advanced the idea that we learn best 

in the ‘no man’s land’ between being 

able to do something quite easily and 

not being able to do it at all. He called 

this the ‘Zone of Proximal Development’ 

(ZPD). If you never dare to venture into 

the zone you won’t learn much; if you go 

beyond it you will fall flat on your face. 

I’ve spent much of this term in my ZPD, 

but with the help of the people around 

me I’ve learnt a huge amount as a result. 

I’m still grappling with my learning curve 

but I haven’t fallen flat on my face yet 

and the steepest part is now behind 

me. Much of this will resonate with KES 

boys – especially the Sixths – who are 

lucky enough to ‘do’ learning full-time. 

Like me, they will be ready for some 

rest and recuperation but I know they 

will be ‘back in the zone’ in 2017.

Dr Mark Fenton 
Chief Master

HSBC provides boost 
for Assisted Places

KESPA: round-up of events 
The food at our Christmas Cracker on 

Friday 2 December was the star attraction 

and even better than last year’s, which was 

quite something. Parents and staff enjoyed a 

relaxed evening with old friends and new, in 

the festive surroundings of Big School.

The Light-hearted Quiz will take place on 

Friday 20 January. This lively evening is very 

popular so we hope to see you there.

Amy Thompson 

Honorary Secretary

John Claughton, who retired as Chief 
Master of King Edward’s School in 2016 
after ten years in post, has been awarded 
this year’s Lifetime Achievement Award 
at the Times Educational Supplement 
Independent School Awards 2016.

The Lifetime Achievement Award was 

presented to John in London on Friday 25 

November in recognition of the long-lasting 

impact he has made on both the School  

and education in the region during his  

time as Chief Master. The judging panel 

commented that John had been given this 

recognition, above all, for his “impressive 

and long-standing commitment to increasing 

access to an independent education.” 

That commitment to accessibility brought 

about two major initiatives, both of which also 

won TES awards in previous years. The first 

was the AP100 Campaign, which has raised 

£10m for 100 Assisted Places over the last 

seven years. The second was the School’s 

Outreach programme, which works with over 

200 different junior schools and 11,000 pupils 

in Birmingham and beyond. The judging panel 

also commented on the brave decision to 

Lifetime Achievement 
Award for John Claughton 

Shells’ 
reverse 
advent 
calendar

At a time when HSBC is establishing its new UK headquarters in Birmingham, it  

has strengthened its ties with King Edward’s School by providing support for  

Assisted Places. 

The funds provided by HSBC will pay half of the annual school fees for six boys joining 

King Edward’s in the Shells for the duration of their time at the School, with the other half of 

the fees being matched by the School. The first boy to benefit from this funding started in 

September 2016 and a further five boys will benefit over the coming years.

This generous donation from HSBC will provide a life-changing education for six boys who 

otherwise would not have been able to attend this school. It will also support the School on 

its mission to become need-blind, as we look forward to our next fundraising milestone and 

ensure that many more boys can benefit from such visionary support.

Lindsey Mepham

The sun shined for us at this year’s 
Summer Barbecue. The assortment of 
food was very well received including the 
homemade cakes and afternoon tea. The 
prefects’ games were very popular with 
the younger guests, as was the cricket 
with the older ones. With the Living History 
Group present and swimming too, there 
was plenty to entertain us.

Current parents have accompanied more 

prospective families than ever before on 

Open Days in June and September, and their 

support is very highly valued.

This half term, boys in the Shells have 
been getting into the Christmas spirit 
by taking part in a reverse advent 
calendar project in their form groups. 

We have dispensed with form advent 

calendars and instead, boys have been 

encouraged to bring in a food item to 

donate to a local food bank. Many boys 

have been surprised to find that there are 

10 Trussell Trust food banks within just 

six miles of the school and to learn about 

some of the people who access them. 

The Shells have enjoyed taking part and 

hopefully they have learnt a little about 

the power of giving at this time of year.

DEM

abandon A-levels and take up the IB Diploma, 

a change which has brought substantial 

improvement in academic success, in  

entry to university in general and in  

particular Oxbridge.

On receiving the award, John Claughton said: 

“I am not sure that I am a suitable candidate 

for an award for Lifetime Achievement. After 

all, I spent the first 25 years of my career not 

doing anything of any great significance or 

merit. However, I am deeply proud of what 

everyone at King Edward’s has achieved here 

in the last decade.

“I was a boy at King Edward’s 40 years ago, 

when it was the best school in this country, 

and I believe that King Edward’s is now one 

of the very best schools in this country and 

one of the most interesting and exciting 

and important schools in this country. The 

remarkable talent and diversity of the boys 

who go to King Edward’s makes it a truly 

wonderful place to be. I count myself lucky 

beyond words to have had ten years in such 

a place and I owe a great debt to all the staff 

and boys that make it the school it is.”
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The Battle of the Somme raged on through 
the autumn term until its conclusion on  
18 November 1916. This long, bloody battle 
brought with it developments in fighting 
tactics, such as the introduction of tanks 
on the battlefield by British forces, and 
took its toll on soldiers on both sides, 
resulting in approximately 1,300,000 
casualties. The following Old Edwardians 
lost their lives between 1 September  
and 31 December 1916.

Lieutenant David William Arnott. Reported 

missing following a major action at Ginchy 

on 3 September 1916, aged 32. David, 

whose father was a schoolmaster at KES, 

was admitted to the School as a Foundation 

Scholar in January 1893, aged eight. He 

played cricket for the 1st XI, rugby for the  

1st XV, was Honorary Secretary of the 

Debating Society and elected School  

Captain in 1902.

Second Lieutenant Charles Paul Mansell. 

Killed at the Battle of Guillemont on  

3 September 1916, aged 23. At school, 

Charles shared the same class as other 

high flyers, including the Headmaster’s son, 

Robert Quilter Gilson, Ralph Stuart Payton 

and Sidney Barrowclough, all friends of  

JRR Tolkien.

Lance Corporal Beresford Whitcombe. 

Killed in action during the attack on Falfemont 

Farm, near Guillemont on 3 September 1916, 

aged 27. Beresford was previously wounded 

at Delville Wood on 30 July 1916 where his 

brother, Douglas (OE), also present at the 

battle, was so grievously wounded that he 

was discharged as medically unfit for military 

duty in 1917. Beresford returned to his 

battalion on 2 September 1916 and was killed 

the following day. Whilst at school, Beresford 

lived with his family at the Birmingham City 

Asylum where his father was the renowned 

Medical Superintendent.

Lieutenant Colonel Frank Shakespeare 

Pearson. Died at a military hospital in 

Wareham, Dorset, on 5 September 1916, after 

“falling from his horse, causing concussion 

of the brain”, aged 50. As Frank did not die 

during active service, he was awarded no 

Commemorating our war dead 
medals for his war service. Instead, his family 

received a plaque called the ‘Next of Kin 

Memorial Plaque’, popularly known as the 

‘Dead Man’s Penny’. 

Captain Charles William Mould. Killed at 

Railway Wood near Ypres, two weeks after 

being promoted to Captain, on 25 September 

1915, aged 21. At school, Charles excelled 

academically, placing first in science and 

second in French, in which he was awarded a 

Speech Day prize.

Second Lieutenant Richard Hill Phillips. 

Died of his wounds near Guillemont on  

25 September 1916, aged 18. Richard is 

buried in Guards’ Cemetery, Lesboeufs, 

where his headstone bears a Star of David. At 

KES, he performed well academically, placing 

in the top half of his class and demonstrating 

particular talents in drawing and science.

Private John Randolph Brame. Killed at 

Flers on 28 September 1916, aged 32. At 

school, John was an active gymnast: in 1901, 

he won the “best-contested competition” for 

his work on the horizontal bar and high jump. 

Harold William Cottrell Copyright © IWM

Frederick Wigan Jones Copyright © IWM

The grave of Richard Hill Phillips

Eric Smart in France

Second Lieutenant Harold William Cottrell. 

Killed “while looking after his men under 

heavy shellfire” on 30 September 1916, aged 

18. Harold lost his life in an almost identical 

situation to that of his older brother, George 

Frederick (OE), who was killed at Ypres in 

1915. Keen to avenge the death of his only 

brother, Harold applied for a temporary 

commission in October 1915, two months 

after his 17th birthday, and was sent abroad 

in September 2016, despite being underage. 

His mother sent several letters to the War 

Office demanding answers as to why her son 

had been sent to the front, given his age. 

The “curt and callous” reply from Harold’s 

Commanding Officer brought her little solace.

Second Lieutenant Francis Matt Lawledge. 

Killed whilst flying near Arras on 10 October 

1916, aged 38. Francis only attended KES for 

one year, where he made his mark by winning 

the gymnastics competition. After school, he 

emigrated to Canada where he married and 

worked as an engineer. He travelled back to 

Britain on the outbreak of war to enlist.

Second Lieutenant Frank Neville Cowper. 

Killed in action on the Somme on 12 October 

1916, aged 20. Frank was gazetted to the  

7th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment as a Second 

Lieutenant in 1915, the same battalion his 

older brother, Stert Gilmer (OE), was attached 

to at the time. At school, Frank had an 

aptitude for scientific and engineering 

subjects, regularly appearing in the top third 

of his class.

Private George Barker Smith. Fatally 

wounded at Étaples on 12 October 1916, 

aged 34. After school, George joined 

Phipson and Warden Ltd., where his father 

was managing director, and which he later 

became the director of himself. He then 

joined Bowley Preece & Company Limited 

as a director where he remained for the rest 

of his civilian career. George married Elsie 

Dibble on April 4 1916, just before leaving for 

France in May.

Private Horace Newland Brown. Died on  

19 October 1916 in France, aged 34. On 

leaving school, Horace worked as a bank 

clerk and enlisted as a Private Soldier in the 

5th Royal Warwickshire Regiment in 1915.

Second Lieutenant Eric Horace Wood. 

Went missing, presumably killed, on  

23 October 1916, aged 27. Eric was not 

educated at KES, but became an Assistant 

Master of the French Second Division at the 

School in 1912. 

Lieutenant John Cedric Jervis. Killed 

while on an artillery observation mission 

from Marieux aerodrome when he was shot 

down by enemy aircraft on 26 October 1916, 

aged 26. The wreckage was then destroyed 

by shellfire. At school, John was a prolific 

athlete. In gymnastics, he won the School 

Championship in 1909, coming second in 

the long jump the same year. He was also a 

talented runner, a full back for the 1st XV and a 

holder of full rugby and cricket colours. John 

was preparing for Holy Orders at the Scholæ 

Cancellarii in Lincoln when war broke out. 

Second Lieutenant Eric Douglas Smart. 

Killed in the final attack to take place on the 

Somme on 18 November 1916, aged 24. On 

that same day, his father sent him a heartfelt 

letter in which he expressed his grave 

concern for Eric’s welfare and his longing to 

meet again before Christmas. The letter was 

returned with the word ‘MISSING’ stamped 

on the envelope.

Lance Corporal Hugh Russell Somerville. 

Died of wounds received near Beaumont-

Hamel on 21 November 1916, aged 31. Hugh 

excelled on the sports field as a boy with 

several of his successes as part of the 1st XV 

rugby team being recorded in Chronicle at 

the time. 

Lieutenant Alfred Norman Headley. Lost 

and presumed dead in submarine E37 at the 

Battle of Jutland between 30 November and  

3 December 1916, aged 32. Alfred 

volunteered for the Royal Navy in August 

1914 and, during his training on HMS Conway 

at Liverpool, won First Prize and £100 for 

Navigation, ahead of 150 other cadets. 

Lieutenant Geoffrey Bache Smith. Severely 

wounded by shrapnel on 29 November 1916, 

and died of his wounds on 3 December 1916, 

aged 22. Geoffrey was an extremely talented 

academic all-rounder, winning many prizes 

in his final year such as the Exhibition for 

General Proficiency as well as prizes for Latin, 

English and French. He was a close friend of 

JRR Tolkien and a core member of the Tea 

Club and Barrovian Society (TCBS). Geoffrey 

was heavily involved in extra-curricular 

activities and was Secretary to the Debating 

Society, an aspiring poet, a member of the 

Literary Society, a 1st XV rugby player and 

a regular in the Greek Play. In 1918, Tolkien 

arranged for the publication of an anthology 

of Geoffrey’s poetry, A Spring Harvest.

Lieutenant Frederick Wigan Jones. Died 

on 21 December 1916 in Westminster Empire 

Hospital, aged 24, as a result of wounds 

received on 25 November 1916 while helping 

a soldier who had lost his unit. Frederick was 

top of his class in drawing and studied art on 

leaving school.

Captain Cecil William Hannington Parker. 

Killed in a flying accident near Arras on 

27 December 1916, aged 22. Cecil was a 

Foundation Scholar who threw himself into 

school life: he was a “forceful speaker” as 

Secretary of the Debating Society and a 

leading light in the Musical and Dramatic 

Society, performing in the Greek Play of 1911 

alongside JRR Tolkien and Robert Quilter 

Gilson. In 1912, he won a scholarship to 

Sandhurst, but was refused entry due to 

“insufficient chest measurement”. Instead, 

he enlisted with the Worcestershire Regiment 

and was injured and sent back to Britain 

twice before his eventual death in France.

Second Lieutenant John Woodley 

Morrison. Died of wounds, probably  

recieved on the Somme, on 30 December 

1916, aged 25. John appeared once in 

the School magazine, placing joint third in 

the cross country run of 1906 with John 

Drummond Crichton, who later died at 

Frémicourt in 1918.

AW
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Maths Challenge 
team scores a place 
in National Final 

Academic news

Gisela Stuart visits Parliamentary Society 

Congratulations to Philip Edwards, 

Shonak Joshi, Aloysius Lip and Daniel 

Marris for gaining a prestigious Arkwright 

Engineering Scholarship. The boys 

received their awards this term at 

ceremonies held in London and Edinburgh.

Scholars are selected for their potential as 

future engineering leaders by assessing their 

academic, practical and leadership skills 

in science, technology, engineering and 

maths (STEM). These are assessed through 

a rigorous selection process comprising: 

an assessed application form including a 

teacher’s supporting reference, a two-hour 

aptitude exam, and a university-based 

interview where the boys had the opportunity 

Arkwright 
Scholarships

Mindu Hornick talk 

On Wednesday 9 November, the Member of Parliament for 

Birmingham Edgbaston and former Chair of the Vote Leave 

Campaign, Gisela Stuart, visited Parliamentary Society to face 

a barrage of questions from pupils regarding the Labour Party 

leadership and the future of the nation post-Brexit.

Given Gisela’s prominent role in advocating Britain’s withdrawal 

from the European Union, there was a strong turnout of boys 

wanting to question the effect of the referendum result on freedom 

Lord Mayor’s 
Annual Sixth 
Form Mega-Quiz
In November, the KEStrels, a team of six boys in the Upper 

School, made the arduous journey across Edgbaston Park 

Road for the Lord Mayor’s Annual Sixth Form Mega-Quiz, an 

annual charity event for schools across the West Midlands.

Being holders of the trophy, there was no little pressure on the 

team of Alex Jarvis, Aloysius Lip and Howard Kordan in Divisions, 

and Ashwyn Aulak (c), Alex Pett and Joseph Byrne in Sixths. 

Incorporating the deployment of the bonus-points ‘joker’ in one of 

the 10 rounds, the total score for each team is a mark out of 110. 

Winners generally score in the high 80s.

This year, KES tied for second place (with KE Camp Hill Boys’ 

Year 13 team) on 98 points, which is a phenomenal achievement. 

Overall, they missed out on approximately one question per round, 

which is a breathtakingly good performance given that, sprinkled 

liberally amongst the otherwise genuinely reasonable general 

knowledge questions, there is always a handful of utterly bizarre 

questions of a ‘who on earth would know the answer to that sort 

of thing?’ variety.

With that in mind, it was a bit of a shock to both KE teams to be 

pipped (to the tune of a decent-sized pip) by a team from Bishop 

Vesey’s who managed to score 105.

TFC

King Edward’s School is through to the National Final of the Senior 

Team Maths Challenge after achieving a perfect score in the 

regional stage of the competition. 

Over 1,000 school teams from across the UK take part in the annual 

competition which tests pupils’ mathematical knowledge through 

a series of challenges. In the Midlands Regional Final held at The 

Riverway Centre in Stafford on Monday 28 November, KES secured a 

place in the National Final with a perfect score of 177/177. 

Tim Cross, maths teacher and coach of the team, said: “I am extremely 

proud of these four boys who have enabled King Edward’s School to 

win the Regional Final with a perfect score once again. We are now 

looking forward to the Nationals to see if we can win the competition for 

a third successive year.”

The winning team of Daniel Yue and Dougie Dolleymore in Divisions, 

who also competed in and won the competition last year, and  

Bill Xuan (c) and Toby Jowitt in Sixths will compete in the National Final 

at the Royal Horticultural Halls in London on Tuesday, 7 February 2017. 

On 28 June at 9am, an excited group of Shells from forms P, F and J 

went to King David’s School, a Jewish primary school in Moseley, to 

meet Mindu Hornick, the last Holocaust survivor in the West Midlands. 

Mindu was taken to Auschwitz when she was 12-years-old along with  

her mother, sister and two brothers. She described to us the gruelling 

three-day train journey to the unimaginably brutal concentration camp, 

during which many people died due to a lack of food and water. 

On arrival at Auschwitz, a Polish prisoner advised Mindu and her sister to 

lie about their ages so they would be selected for work. They never saw 

their mother or brothers again, who became victims of the gas chambers, 

which killed millions of Jewish people during the Second World War.

It was difficult to hear of her loss and the cruelty she suffered, but Mindu 

was very calm as she talked to us, and her clear descriptions and the 

photographs she shared of her family and the camp really affected us all.  

I was humbled at the thought of what she had suffered and the experience 

made me truly appreciate the freedom and peace that we sometimes take 

for granted. 

Mindu now works with the Anne Frank Trust UK, which seeks to share 

these memories to prevent genocide from ever happening again.

Harry Kite and Luca Mazibrada

(L-R) Dougie Dolleymore, Toby Jowitt, Bill Xuan and Daniel Yue

Daniel Marris and Philip Edwards with their sponsors

of movement, immigration, the economy and jobs, and how it 

would affect them later in life. She was faced with a multitude 

of difficult questions, but answered with real insight, not only 

showing the merits of Brexit and refuting the common myths of 

the campaign, but also enlightening us about the workings of 

Westminster and her career as an MP. 

We wish her many thanks for taking the time to visit the Society.

Greg Leckey

to discuss their GCSE Design and 

Technology projects. 

The boys will benefit from an annual 

financial award and a range of enrichment 

activities, such as mentoring and industry 

visits, that will enhance their experience  

of engineering in a real-world context. 

Arkwright Engineering Scholarships are 

highly regarded by universities and 

industry and are one of the most 

prestigious accolades that a talented 

Sixth Form pupil can achieve.

PAB
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A Christmas Carol Theatre trips

Christmas Concerts
The Miss Margaret 
Davis Recital

Lunchtime recital

Concert Party

The Drama department has surpassed itself this term with a 
number of visits to theatres across the country. 

The Removes all went to Stratford to see the latest RSC 

production of The Tempest starring Simon Russell Beale,  

which was an amazing display of both extraordinary acting and 

up-to-date theatrical technology. GCSE and IB students visited 

Birmingham Rep to see Kneehigh’s Adolphus Tips and Warwick 

Arts Centre for Frantic Assembly’s Things I Know to Be True, the 

latter an incredibly moving insight into an apparently ordinary 

family. Farthest away was the National Youth Theatre in London 

with a disappointing DNA by Dennis Kelly and most bizarre was  

15 minutes in a shipping container outside The Rep for a  

spooky Seance. 

All this, A Christmas Carol and seven home-grown performances 

in the Drama Studio – dramatastic! Book now for January’s Much 

Ado About Nothing!

MJB

The three Christmas Concerts were given on 4 and 5 
December in the Ruddock Hall of the Performing Arts Centre. 

Capacity audiences heard performances by Junior and Senior 

Swing Bands, Concert Band and Orchestra, String Orchestra, 

KEHS Chamber Choir and Lower School Choir, and the KES and 

KEHS Symphony Orchestra. The repertoire included Gershwin’s 

An American in Paris, Prélude à l’après-midi d’un faune by 

Debussy, and Tchaikovsky’s Romeo and Juliet overture. 

Mrs Starkie directed KES Choir for the first time in public and the 

concerts were a celebration of the huge scale and ambition of 

music-making in the schools.

MDL

This year’s Miss Margaret Davis Recital was given by Philip 
Edwards (violin), Naomi Bazlov (piano), Richard Chapman 
(trombone), and Lauren Zhang (piano). 

Their repertoire included works by Elgar, Ysaÿe, Bernstein, Guilmant, 

Schubert/Liszt, and the first movement of Rachmaninov’s Piano  

Sonata No. 2.

MDL

An unusual lunchtime recital was held on 24 November, which 
included a performance of Hindemith’s Kleine Kammermusik, and 
Stravinsky’s Dumbarton Oaks, which is a concerto for 15 players.

A brilliant performance was given by Isla Atay, Peter Murphy, Edward 

Hodge, Rhea Suribhatla, Philippa Kent, Jedidiah Cheung, Beth Zheng, 

Jessica Tedd, Ivy Lau, David Millross, Eben Gutteridge, Junias Wong, 

Isabel Russell, Beatrice Beardmore, Shriya Sanghera, and  

Anumita Bagchi.

MDL

Concert Party takes seven KES musicians on Friday afternoons to 
primary and preparatory schools throughout the city, giving a short 
concert at each. 

We talk about our instruments, show the pupils how they work and 

what is possible and then perform, separately and together. We have 

performed a movement of a Dvořák string quintet, as well as works 

by Bach, Telemann, Monti, and Shostakovich. Enoch Cheung, Jonnie 

Green, Eben Gutteridge, David Millross, Arun Ramanathan, Eugene 

Toso, and Daniel Yue are the musicians.

MDL

Exhilarating, breathtaking, magical and 
sensational; these are just a few of the words  
I would use to describe the Junior Production. 

This was the first time the Junior Production had 

been staged in the Ruddock Hall and, as a result, 

a cast of 86 people was involved. Time was 

limited, hence the rehearsals were a whirlwind of 

evening and weekend activity. The end result was 

a performance executed with a professionalism 

that stunned me. 

A huge thank you needs to go to the stage crew 

who worked tirelessly to produce the fantastic 

set, costumes and lighting, all of which helped 

to create a truly magical production. It would 

be wrong to single out any one cast member as 

everyone’s performance was incredible, but credit 

must be given to Pratyush Ghosh who gave an 

outstanding performance as Scrooge. 

I would urge anyone with an interest in drama to 

take part next year; it is a great opportunity which 

should not be missed.

Ben Wharton
The Last Resort
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It has been five years since Model United 

Nations (MUN) was first brought to King 

Edward’s School. Yet, it seems the MUN  

‘Five-Year Plan’ has proven to be a 

tremendous success, sending 66 pupils 

from both KES and KEHS to our most 

recent conference in Manchester – a very 

impressive figure compared to just seven 

boys on our first venture! 

MUN challenges pupils to tackle real-

life global issues as seen through the 

perspectives of different countries; be 

it through the eyes of a Russian or from 

the viewpoint of a North Korean. What is 

particularly striking about MUN is how it 

promotes valuable skills, such as debating, 

critical evaluation and most notably, public 

speaking, which all work together to build 

up a boy’s confidence and encourage him to 

think and act independently. 

This has been exemplified by the number of 

awards our delegates achieve at conferences; 

most recently a KES delegation received the 

‘Outstanding Delegation’ award – a first for 

the School. However, there would be no MUN 

without the leadership of both Mr Arbuthnott 

and Mr Ollis who have been the foundation 

for the School’s success.

Josh Sagoo

Many in the School know of our existence, yet few have witnessed us in the act. However, 

the Living History Group is growing stronger than ever.

Over the last year, the group has participated in over 17 events across the country and beyond. 

We have branched out to the far reaches of Wales to commandeer Tretower Court and Castle, 

and laid siege to the north at Prudhoe Castle while contesting the south in Dover. With our ever 

expanding displays including cooking, furs, arms and armour, surgery, archery and spices to 

name a few (not forgetting our trebuchet), we have been constantly busy. With the construction 

of a new device to throw fire arrows and oranges at whatever enemy English Heritage identify, we 

have yet another reason to come and see us in action. 

In the near future, while we still have Mr Davies to whip us into action, we plan to travel to 

Chepstow Castle and Tatton Park, and have been invited again to one of our most prestigious 

events at the Tower of London in May. The upcoming year is looking to be as busy as the last.

Joe Tedd

Members of KES Combined Cadet Force assisted 

with the Remembrance Ceremony at Moseley 

Ashfield Cricket Club on Remembrance Sunday, and 

Michael Heneghan played the Last Post and Reveille.

The Club is the site of the Moseley Rugby Club war 

memorial, previously sited at The Reddings, and cadets 

from KES played a similar role at its original dedication 

in 1922.

DHR

This year’s Birmingham Children’s Hospital 

(BCH) fundraising team named ‘Legacy’, 

made up of 14 boys from the Divisions and 

Sixths and led by Tarush Gupta, 

collaborated to raise money for the 

Paediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU).

We spent six weeks at the Hospital observing 

the daily lives of doctors and nurses and 

immersing ourselves in the challenges faced 

by the PICU. We decided to fundraise for 

simulation mannequins: equipment that 

mimics real-life clinical situations and 

prepares medical staff for dealing with 

Continuing the legacy of the Debating Workshop, initiated by 

members of the current Sixth Form two years ago as part of the 

School’s Outreach programme, I and a group of Fifths have spent 

this term travelling to primary schools within inner city 

Birmingham to introduce the concept of formal debating. 

The Workshop allows us to acquaint children with several skills 

associated with debating such as public speaking, responding to 

opposing points (known formally as a rebuttal) and the creating 
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Model United 
Nations

Living History Group

Remembrance 
Ceremony

BCH ‘Hundred Heroes’ award

Debating Workshop 

complicated scenarios. After using simulation 

ourselves, we realised how valuable it was for 

the Hospital and were shocked there was 

only one such machine in the PICU. 

BCH activity week was the most ambitious 

BCH fundraising project to date. The last four 

days of the spring term hosted a chain of 

events: Teacher’s Got Talent, Superhero Day, 

Easter Fair and Ribbon Day. On 24 June, our 

project ended with the Romany Wood concert 

where hundreds of primary school children 

were given the opportunity to perform in the 

magnificent Symphony Hall. 

(L-R) Commander Duncan Raynor RNR with cadets  
Freddie Crawford, Michael Heneghan and William Lerouge next to the war memorial

All of these events helped raise over £5,000 

for the PICU, with our final revenue yet to be 

confirmed from the Romany Wood concert. 

We are grateful for all the efforts in making the 

events possible and for all parental donations.

In November, we were proud to receive the 

‘Hundred Heroes’ award, a prestigious award 

given to prominent BCH fundraisers. Team 

Legacy would like to thank Mr Johnson and 

Senorita Estevez for their consistent guidance 

and faith in this endeavour. 

Habib Rahman

of arguments based on apt and cogent reasoning. Of course, 

from the perspective of the boys running the workshop, it is an 

engaging and constructive use of Friday afternoons. However, for 

many, the programme extends far beyond simply being part of the 

school curriculum, as it allows boys to gain valuable experience in 

completely novel situations, as well as improving more basic skills 

such as patience and communication. 

Tushar Roy
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Shells  
hillwalking

Another fortnight  
of living Danishly

Cuba

I’ve been wondering whether we should change the name of  
these days out. Although we do usually walk up a hill or two, the 
day is much more about the adventures we can have en route, 
together with finding out a bit about the landscape and the people 
who work there.

The first of our two daytrips to the Shropshire hills was one of the 

warmest early-autumn days I can remember. On the hills near Church 

Stretton, the boys crawled through a rocky gap, walked along a 

stream bed, found fun ways to descend a steep slope and jumped an 

improbably large puddle. But the best part of that day was walking 

down a slope of dense bracken, sometimes taller than head-height. 

The bracken grasped our ankles like a tame Whomping Willow, but was 

gentle enough to cushion us if we tumbled. There was also an amazing 

swamp, essentially a dense mat of grass over the top of water, dense 

enough for a child to bounce on like a trampoline.

Our trip to the Stiperstones was colder but still very dry underfoot. 

There were more rocks to scramble up and, once again, a tremendously 

fun descent of a slope, again with a thick layer of vegetation into which 

your legs might sink. Later, we strayed a few metres from the path to 

find hundreds of fungi of numerous types.

A video of the first trip can be found at: www.kes.org.uk/gallery. Our 

remaining trips are all residential weekends. In January we visit the Lake 

District and in March we’ll be in Yorkshire where we’ll try out caving as 

well as rambles near waterfalls. 

CDB

Those addicted to Scandi-noir murder mysteries may also 
have heard of ‘hygge’, that untranslatable term which, 
(translated inadequately), means a combination of hot 
chocolate, purring cats, log fires and general family cosiness. 
Well the Living History Group, a family of sorts, if a slightly 
dysfunctional one, embraces Denmark, and ‘hygge’ and 
especially the internationally famous Danish Medieval Centre.

2016 saw our fifth visit and the biggest and most successful yet. 

With some 22 members of the Group ‘on tour’ so to speak, we 

played a major part in the everyday life of this recreated medieval 

town. This included everything from manning the war wagon 

and trebuchets, to the everyday tasks of spinning and dyeing, 

weaving and rope-making, blacksmithing and candle-making but 

above all, shooting our bows. The most intrepid among us ran 

the tournament every day, squiring for the knights, preparing the 

horses and changing the targets.  

The way our boys and girls can work so hard, make so many  

friends, learn so many skills and have so much fun always amazes 

me. They were also the cause of some bemusement amongst  

the Danes when they held the first and only beach Olympics on  

the Baltic. Joe Tedd (Senior) was acclaimed victor ludorum after  

some stunning foot-wrestling, while Laura Stevens (Junior) was  

highly commended. 

Special thanks to Pauline Asher (veteran) and Tracy Jones (novice) 

for keeping a benevolent and maternal eye on the troops and 

digging me out of the sand before it got dark. 

JPD

Salsa lessons, communism, cigar plantations and a crocodile 
farm, not things you would expect on the average KES  
school trip! 

Over October half term a group of 14 boys, led by Mr Witcombe 

and Mr Ash, travelled to Cuba. Our tour started with the sights  

and sounds of Havana, took us south-west to the spectacular 

Viñales valley with its mountains, caves and plantations, then 

back, via a beach-stop on the Bay of Pigs, to the centre of the 

island, where we explored Cuban culture, history and daily life in 

Cienfuegos, Trinidad and Sancti Spíritus. Our final stop was at  

Che Guevara’s mausoleum in Santa Clara, site of the last battle  

of the 1959 Revolution.

The first night set the social atmosphere: salsa, chess and poker 

became the themes, creating a great connection between boys 

from different year groups who might not normally have been 

friends. As we travelled from hotel to hotel, we kept bumping into 

the same group of French girls. Should we ask them to dance? 

Live music was everywhere, so why hesitate?

Cuba was a real eye-opener, so different from life in the UK, free 

from the omnipresent consumerism that we take for granted. 

Living standards were basic and there was little obvious social or 

economic inequality. Life is lived slowly, at the pace of the horse 

buggy and the bicycle. Such a place could make you question your 

extravagant lifestyle back home. 

The trip was an amazing experience that has changed my world 

view. It didn’t hurt, either, that we spent a few hours on the beach 

in the warm Caribbean on the tropical paradise of Cuba.

Hayaan Choudhury 

On 21 October 2016, we departed on the first leg of our journey, to 
Dover, followed by a ferry crossing to Calais and a shorter coach 
journey to Hooge, near Ypres in Belgium.

The crater at Hooge was a stark reminder of the destructive impact of 

mine detonation under enemy trench lines and the bravery of soldiers 

tasked with charging into the chaos of the craters despite almost certain 

death from enemy machine gun posts. It was here we remembered our 

first Old Edwardian, GH Goodson.

Our second day was centred around the battles of Ypres and we visited 

the In Flanders Fields Museum, Essex Farm Cemetery and Dressing 

Station (where John McCrae wrote the poem ‘In Flanders Fields’), 

Passchendaele battlefield and Tyne Cot Cemetery. In the evening, we 

attended the Last Post Ceremony at Menin Gate; Dr Fenton, Joseph 

Ward and Musa Chishti laid a wreath to commemorate the fallen  

Old Edwardians.

On our third day we travelled to Verdun, where we began our visit at 

Fort Douaumont. We then visited the underground Citadel of Verdun  

and the Douaumont Ossuary, the final resting place for thousands of 

French soldiers who suffered such extreme injuries they could not be 

formally identified.

Our final two days were based at the battlefields of the Somme, where 

we visited the Hawthorn and Lochnagar craters and the impressive 

Memorial to the Missing at Thiepval. The Newfoundland Park memorials 

at Beaumont-Hamel were breathtaking and it was hard to envisage the 

brutality of battle that occurred there. We also paid our respects at the 

gravestones of Albert Vardy and Robert Gilson (sons of previous King 

Edward’s headmasters; Gilson was one of Tolkien’s best friends). 

In all, the trip provided memories I will never forget. I’d like to  

thank Mr Barratt for his insightful commentaries and the packed, 

inspiring itinerary.

Ben Wharton
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Borcherds 
Shield maths 
competition

Primary chess extravaganza

Since September, we have been running a maths challenge for  
Year 6 primary school children every Friday afternoon.

The maths challenge involves the children completing a cross-number, 

like a crossword but with numbers instead of words, and competing in a 

relay race, which involves them trying to complete questions as quickly 

as possible and then running up and down Big School to get more 

questions. The school team with the most points wins the round. 

This is the third year of the competition and, so far, there have been 

entries from over 100 schools.

The enthusiasm of the visiting children is amazing and it’s great to see 

them having fun and doing some high-quality maths in our school.

Rahil Kumar

Almost 100 primary school children 
participated in a chess competition, 
which took place in Big School on 
a Friday afternoon. The entire event 
took just 90 minutes, which meant 
lots of fast-paced games of just five 
minutes each.

The format of the competition allowed 

Bringing history to life
Question: Where does the water for your home come from?  
A) The sea; B) Taps; C) Jesus.

All the answers are perfectly correct and fun to work with. I ask the 

kids an awful lot of questions, mostly because I am interested in their 

answers. The 4,500 pupils in Birmingham that I see each year certainly 

have a lot of answers as well as a lot of questions! I visit around 80 

primary schools, from Sparkhill to Solihull, and Northfield to Nechells. 

No primary school is too small or too large and they are all full to 

bursting point with bright kids.

I admit my workshops are a cross between a Royal Society Christmas 

Lecture and stand up at the Hammersmith Apollo, tending more to the 

latter than the former. Contrary to popular belief, the attention span 

of young people is phenomenally long, much better than grown-ups. 

Perhaps it is because they are waiting and wishing for the inevitable 

disaster or maybe because they find perambulating steam engines, 

collapsing temples, Saxon skeletons and water-powered rockets 

leaping skywards, brilliant fun. We might even be learning something at 

the same time, you never know.

JPD

Primary 
school 
sports 
coaching

Pupil fights his way to 
bronze in martial arts

Sport Outreach gives local primary 
schools, which lack their own  
pitches and facilities, the chance  
to experience new sports under  
the expert tutelage of the KES  
PE assistants.

This term, three local primary schools 

have sent 150 of their pupils to the 

Southall Pavilion to receive hockey and 

rugby coaching (and perhaps use up 

some of their energy, too!) 

The pupils have developed their basic 

passing and ball carrying skills in rugby, 

whilst in hockey, they have worked 

towards playing small-sided games. 

Many of them have also taken part in 

the ‘Sprint Challenge’, giving them the 

bragging rights of ‘fastest team’ to take 

back to their schools.

“My dream is to come to King Edward’s 

School when I’m older!” Just some of 

the feedback that a pupil has given 

following their time on the KES Sport 

Outreach scheme, showing that  

the small work we do is very  

much appreciated.

BJW

Gabriel Yoong in Sixths has won two bronze medals for England in the 43rd Federation 
European Wadokai (FEW) Championships. 

This was Gabriel’s debut at the FEW Championships, which took place from 4-6 November 2016 

in Belgium, where he was awarded bronze medals for his performances in the Individual Kata and 

Team Kumite categories. He also represented England in the Individual Kumite category. 

Kata is a performance category where competitors are judged on their sequence of movements, 

whereas Kumite is a sparring category. 

The FEW Championships is held every year, aiming to unite people through their love of karate. 

353 competitors from 15 countries participated in this year’s Championships with England  

coming out on top with 87 medals in total.

Outreach

Winners of the first heat: Coppice Junior School

Mr Davies at Hydesville Tower School

pupils to be matched with opponents of a 

similar ability, which was made possible by 

the team of KES boys who quickly grouped 

together players with a similar score at the 

end of each round and pointed them in the 

direction of their next boards.

The event was a great success and medals 

were given out to the best player from each 

school as well as those who scored the 

most points overall. The gold medals were 

given to two boys, one from Wilkinson 

Primary School and one from City Road 

Primary Academy, who won all six of  

their games.

LAR
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The 2015-16 season has been a rollercoaster as usual and this year, the teams have played 
a far greater percentage of games where the result has been decided by three scores or 
fewer, in fact, more than in the last three years.

The 1st XV achieved a record 53-15 win against Adams’ Grammar School to, at the time of writing, 

set up their annual encounter with Bromsgrove School in the best possible way. Indeed, having 

won three of the four games in the lead-up to the longest continuous running school boy fixture in 

the country, the 1st XV are well prepared. This is in part due to excellent performances from many 

key men, none more so than Josh Dowdeswell, the imperious openside who has recently been 

selected for the Midlands Counties Training Squad. The next step would be to represent England 

Counties, so Josh is doing very well indeed.

GPB

Rugby

GB U19 water polo captain
I was officially named as captain of the 
Great Britain U19 water polo squad 
on Sunday 13 November following my 
confirmed selection in late September. 
I am thrilled to have been selected 
and excited to take on my new 
responsibilities as captain. 

I was chosen as captain based on my prior 

experience of international competitions, 

playing for a team two age groups above 

me in the European Games qualifiers last 

year, in order to motivate the squad by 

giving it direction from within the team  

as well as pushing the other members to 

On Tuesday 2 November, KES entered 
the Birmingham Schools Indoor Rowing 
Competition for the first time. 

The U14 and U16 teams competed in the 

Bishop Challoner Consortium Round of the 

event against a selection of schools in the 

area. The U14 team were unlucky to finish 

in second place missing out on first place 

by just three seconds, whilst the U16 team 

romped home with a winning margin of  

over 130m! This victory sees the team 

progress through to the All Birmingham  

Finals in February.

CAPJ

Indoor rowing 
competition

train harder individually and collaborate 

more fluently. 

The squad is currently working towards the 

European Games qualifiers in 2018 and 

meets every other weekend for training 

in Manchester. We also have overseas 

camps planned for Romania, and possibly 

Germany and Holland. Our long-term goal 

is to compete at the European Games 

Championships in 2018 to set a marker  

for the national junior programmes in  

the future. 

Matt Madden


