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Inside...
Three years of success in Biology Big Quiz p7

King Edward’s School receives 
‘excellent’ inspection
King Edward’s School has received the highest possible rating of 

‘excellent’ in all areas in its recent inspection from the Independent 

Schools Inspectorate (ISI).

The Education Quality Inspection, which took place in May 2017, 

assessed the School on two factors: the quality of pupils’ academic and 

other achievements and the quality of pupils’ personal development. 

The inspection report, published in June, rated the School as excellent 

in both areas, praising the “consistently exceptional” examination results 

and the “harmonious and respectful” relationships between pupils.

Pupils were commended on their “outstanding learning attitudes” and 

found to “have gained a strong awareness of their individual strengths, 

an understated confidence and an inspiring humility” by the time they 

left the School.

The inspectors also observed “excellent relationships, based on mutual 

trust and high expectations” between pupils and their teachers and 

stated that “the scholarship of teaching” underpinned pupils’ knowledge 

and understanding in all curriculum areas.

Dr Mark Fenton, Chief Master, said: “Having started at King Edward’s in 

September last year, I knew then that I had joined a truly exceptional 

school and I am delighted that the ISI report recognises the outstanding 

education we provide.

“The overwhelmingly positive feedback provided in the report is 

testament to the hard work and commitment of the whole school 

community: staff, governors, pupils and parents. I am particularly proud 

of our pupils, who thoroughly impressed the inspectors during their visit. 

Being part of a city as multicultural as Birmingham, I am also pleased 

that the inspectors recognised the strength of the School’s diversity in 

creating an environment that fosters understanding and respect.

“I feel incredibly privileged to be at the helm of this great school and to 

be leading it through the next chapter of its history.”

The full ISI inspection report can be viewed at:  

www.kes.org.uk/inspection2017



2 2 3 School news School news

A brief word from...

The Chief Master
The impending summer holidays 

afford a great opportunity for 

reflection, an activity which is 

increasingly neglected. 

We are in danger of rushing from one 

experience to the next without ever really 

taking the time to think about what life’s 

experiences really mean to us or what 

we can learn from them. In by-passing 

reflection, there is a risk that – like an 

addict – we simply seek bigger and 

bigger experiences without ever really 

connecting emotionally and figuring 

out what we can draw from them. 

Writing this column from the International 

Boys’ Schools Coalition conference 

in Baltimore has given me a rare 

opportunity for reflection as well as 

a great insight into the amazing work 

being carried out by boys’ schools all 

over the world. Several of the speakers 

have reminded us of the importance 

of nurturing creativity. Nothing makes 

you feel more vulnerable than creating 

something and putting it out there for 

the world to judge. It’s never easy, but 

in these uncertain times our future 

depends on generating new ideas 

of value. Creativity is not just what 

you do once a year or simply in the 

so-called creative subjects on the 

school timetable; it’s a mind-set. 

So as you all go off for the summer, I 

hope you will allow your creativity free 

rein. Enjoy your experiences to the full, 

but make sure you allow yourself enough 

time to reflect on what they mean to you.

Dr Mark Fenton 
Chief Master

KESPA: Admissions Ceremony

Development update Sleep out for homelessness

Mental Health Awareness Week

different ways – sage advice from Trustees 

and Old Edwardian Committees, the 

enthusiasm of the Common Room, and the 

time devoted by Old Edwardians who, busy 

lives notwithstanding, remain committed 

to ensuring that our school remains 

outstanding. This is particularly true of our 

Careers Network: over the last school year, 

879 Old Edwardians aged between 21 and 

76 have offered their services to boys, with 

50 Old Edwardians giving the equivalent 

of a whopping 272 hours of their time to 

events. Old Edwardians have also helped 

with 172 hours of work experience and 52 

hours of mentoring – all making a major 

difference to boys across the School.

So… contributions can be made in many 

different ways, and as we approach a 

new era of campaign activity, I wanted 

to take a moment to recognise this, and 

thank all involved in making the work of 

the Development Office so worthwhile – 

donors, volunteers, teachers, support staff, 

and, of course, the boys themselves.

Lindsey Mepham 
Development Director

We welcomed the new boys and their 

families into the School during the 

Admissions Ceremony on Wednesday  

21 June.

This year we served an afternoon tea in the 

sunshine outside the Ruddock Performing 

Arts Centre accompanied by performances 

from the School’s musicians and 

demonstrations from the Living History Group.

Ice cream and a variety of homemade cakes, 

which were provided by parents, resulted in  

a lovely afternoon and a warm welcome for 

new families.

Amy Thompson 
Honorary Secretary

I remain as impressed by the loyalty of  

Old Edwardians, parents, friends, and 

King Edward’s staff as when I arrived 

almost 18 months ago. 

Since then, I’ve met some truly remarkable 

Old Edwardians from across the globe, and 

encountered boys who will without question 

be dazzling my successors long after I have 

left the School’s hallowed halls.

I am clearly not alone. Thanks to so many 

alumni and friends sharing this impression, 

we have raised over £10.5m in support of 

Assisted Places from over 1,600 donors. 

The last year has been one of reflection 

and planning to ensure that current levels 

of support remain so we can continue to 

support 10 boys through the School each 

year. In September, we will formally renew 

our efforts to fundraise for a cause which has 

truly transformed the School, with launch 

events planned in London and Birmingham.

None of this would be possible without 

strong and enduring relationships, a shared 

vision, and trust. I am incredibly grateful for 

the support of Old Edwardians, staff, and 

friends of the School, offered in so many 

KES held its first Mental Health Awareness Week at the 

beginning of March. Our aims were upbeat: to normalise 

the notion of mental health and to promote ways of looking 

after our minds.

The Gild Hall was our epicentre with displays about wellbeing, 

information from charities, and crosswords and word-searches 

to complete. Over 450 staff and boys completed an online 

survey about mental health stigma with some extremely honest 

and thought-provoking responses. The charity Rethink Your 

Mind generously donated 1,000 copies of its wellbeing book, 

The Yellow Book, one for every teacher and boy. 

There were also special assemblies and talks throughout 

the week, the highlight being School Captain Lokesh Jain’s 

magnificent and moving talk on depression. Lokesh played a 

huge role in the organisation and delivery of what was a very 

successful week and I would like to thank him for his hard 

work, good sense and, above all, courage.

FCL

To raise awareness of homelessness and 

try and capture the difficult, challenging 

life of people who go through this every 

day, on Tuesday 13 June a handful of 

Divisions slept on the Sacred Sod with 

nothing but cardboard and a sleeping bag.

Around two-thirds of those homeless in the 

West Midlands live in Birmingham alone. We 

felt it was greatly important to address the 

issue of homelessness because, in today’s 

society, we can easily become tied up in 

foreign politics and affairs and forget the 

problems we face much closer to home.

Despite the night feeling staggeringly cold, 

we were lucky since it was one of the 

warmest nights of the year so far and as dry 

as we were going to get it, bar some dew on 

the sleeping bags. Mr Butler gracefully read 

us a ‘bedtime story’ to soothe us to sleep, 

but to no avail; the cardboard did not quite 

resemble memory foam, and a comfortable 

sleeping position was a luxury we all dreamed 

of. Most of us only managed a few hours of 

sleep, even though our conditions for the 

night were as ideal as could be. Homeless 

people must sleep through colder, louder and 

more gruelling nights year-round just  

to survive. 

A great big thank you to Mr Butler, Ms 

Smedley and especially Mrs Higgins, who 

organised so much of the sleep out and 

ensured a (relatively) smooth night. Without 

them, such a memorable and unique 

experience would never have been possible.

Zoraiz Khan
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Lieutenant Philip Spencer Marshall. Killed 

near Ypres when an enemy shell hit a nearby 

ammunition dump on 15 August 1917, aged 

20. A Foundation Scholar, Spencer was in the 

1st XV, Lance Corporal in the OTC, and a 

member of Debating Society. Spencer was 

gazetted as a Second Lieutenant immediately 

upon leaving School in February 1915,  

and was recommended for (though never 

received) the Military Cross. 

Captain Joseph Cecil Harris. Died of 

wounds received whilst manning a Casualty 

Clearing Station in Flanders on 16 August 

1917, aged 36. Joseph was an exemplary 

gymnast, winning the Gymnastics 

Championship two years in a row. After 

school, Joseph became a dentist, and in 

1912 joined the Royal Army Medical Corps.

Second Lieutenant Ronald Crichton. 

Wounded and then killed while leading  

his company in an attack on Westhoek on  

22 August 1917, aged 29. Ronald was an 

accomplished athlete and was 1st XV  

Captain, Swimming Captain and Senior 

Athletics Champion.

Captain Sydney Whitelock Pepper. Killed at 

the Battle of Passchendaele on 27 August 

1917, aged 25. Sydney’s father’s firm, Smith 

and Pepper, operated in the Jewellery Quarter 

between 1899 and 1981, and the firm’s 

factory building is now the Museum of the 

Jewellery Quarter. He enlisted in 1914 and 

was seriously wounded on the first day of the 

Battle of the Somme in 1916, returning to 

active service in April 1917.

Lieutenant Hugh Randolph Ryan Bell. Died 

from wounds received whilst attacking 

Springfield Farm near St Julien two days 

previously, on 29 August 1917, aged 30. 

Hugh worked as a manufacturing clerk and 

enlisted upon the outbreak of war. 

AW

School newsSchool news

The summer months of 1917 saw the 

launch of several large-scale offensives, 

including the Third Battle of Ypres on  

31 July. This attack, led by the British 

Commander-in-Chief Sir Douglas Haig, 

resulted in three months of bloody battle  

in terrible weather conditions, ending on  

6 November with the fall of Passchendaele 

village. Although it ended in victory for the 

Allies, the offensive failed to create a 

substantial breakthrough and came at 

great human cost with a total of 310,000 

British, Canadian and Australian casualties 

alone. The following Old Edwardians  

all lost their lives between 1 May and  

31 August 1917.

Second Lieutenant George Cliffe Jenkins.

Declared missing, presumed killed, after 

leading his men in a bombing attack at 

Bullecourt on 3 May 1917, aged 20. George 

was a talented gymnast at school, winning a 

Gymnastics Medal in 1911.

Second Lieutenant Alfred George Fawdry. 

Killed at Bullecourt on 4 May 1917, aged 22. 

Alfred was House Captain (Measures) and 

played in the 1st XV. In 1911, he performed in 

the annual Greek Play alongside Tolkien. 

Alfred’s younger brother John, also an Old 

Edwardian, went on to win the Military Cross 

and Croce di Guerra as a Captain with the 

Royal Warwickshire Regiment.

Private John Newman Connolly. Killed near 

Vimy Ridge on 7 May 1917, aged 26; one of 

115 casualties from his battalion between  

5 and 8 May 1917 due to extended heavy 

shellfire over the village of Fresnoy. A keen 

chess player, John is recorded as being  

one of only three pupils to have beaten  

Mr Arblaster (probably the chess coach),  

in a 12 vs 1 simultaneous match.

Second Lieutenant Thomas Leslie Nichols. 

Killed in action at Arras on 8 May 1917,  

aged 24. Thomas was placed consistently 

near the top of his class, with a particular 

interest in science and French. 

Lieutenant William Lang Vince. Killed by a 

5.9 German shell whilst talking with two 

officers in a trench on 8 May 1917, aged 27. 

William was a prodigious talent, winning four 

Commemorating our war dead 

consecutive Foundation Scholarships, 

coming 1st in the First Class, many places 

ahead of JRR Tolkien and Christopher 

Wiseman. He was also heavily involved in 

extra-curricular activities and was School 

Captain. In his triumphant final year, William 

won the Governor’s Prizes for Latin Verse and 

Greek Prose, the Howell James Exhibition 

and the Dale Memorial Medal and went on to 

Magdalen College, Oxford to read Classics. 

William enlisted upon the outbreak of war and 

on 3 September 1916 at the Somme, then 

holding the rank of Acting Captain, led 120 

men over the top and returned with only 40 

unhurt; he himself was wounded in the attack.

Corporal Henry William Yeandle. Killed near 

Oppy Wood by the bursting of a shell on 20 

May 1917, aged 30. Henry was an engineer, 

working as the Assistant Manager of a 

graphite mine in Canada in 1904 before 

taking up posts in Rotterdam and Brussels, 

where he was residing at the outbreak of war. 

He returned to England to enlist as a Private 

with the 14th Royal Warwickshire Regiment in 

September 1914.

Private Victor Alford Manley Lory. Died at 

Budbrooke Barracks in Warwickshire, of 

wounds presumably received at Ypres, on  

23 May 1917, aged 19. Victor was a 

Foundation Scholar and an active member  

of the School community. He also won the 

Governors’ Prizes for Latin Prose, Latin Verse 

and Greek Prose in 1915.

Second Lieutenant Victor Henry Thompson 

Boyton. Killed in action in France on 30 May 

1917, aged 20. A Foundation Scholar, Victor 

Lieutenant William Lang Vince

Second Lieutenant Conrade William Jacot

 Lieutenant Philip Spencer Marshall

had an illustrious school career: he was a 

Prefect, Cricket Captain, Fives Captain and 

Lance Corporal in the Officer Training Corps 

(OTC). He gained a mathematical scholarship 

to Peterhouse, Cambridge, as well as 

scholarships from the City of Birmingham and 

the School, but entered the army instead.

Private Frank Trevolla Secker. Killed at the 

Battle of Messines Ridge on 7 June 1917, 

aged 24. On leaving school, Frank became an 

accountant’s clerk before transferring to 

Lloyds Bank on New Street. In 1916, Frank 

enlisted as a Private in the 26th Royal Fusiliers 

(Bankers’ Battalion) and fought at the Battle 

of Flers-Courcelette and the Battle of the 

Transloy Ridges on the Somme. 

Captain Arthur Joseph Brearley. Killed 

following the Battle of Messines Ridge on  

20 June 1917, aged 27. A Foundation 

Scholar, Arthur proceeded to Emmanuel 

College, Cambridge where he was awarded  

a First Class in the Natural Sciences Tripos, 

and went on to be Science Master at  

Exeter School. 

Second Lieutenant Conrade William Jacot.

Killed in a flying accident whilst in training in 

Castle Bromwich on 23 June 1917, aged 17. 

The inquest reported that Conrade, acting as 

navigator, and Lieutenant Villiers, the pilot, 

had climbed to 3,500 feet when the controls 

jammed and the plane fell. Conrade’s neck 

was broken but Lieutenant Villiers escaped 

with only shock and minor injuries. 

Second Lieutenant Neville Miller. Killed near 

Arras on 28 June 1917, aged 37. Neville was 

only at the School for two years and went on 

to become a stockbroker. In 1914, Neville 

enlisted as a Private and was wounded on the 

Somme in 1916, returning to France in 1917.

Sergeant Frank Cecil Johnson. Killed in 

action at Oppy Wood on 1 July 1917, aged 

23. In 1914, Frank enlisted as a Private, 

reaching the rank of Sergeant after 20 months.

Naval Instructor William Ernest Hartley. 

Killed aboard HMS Vanguard, along with  

803 other men, as a result of a catastrophic 

accidental explosion on 9 July 1917, aged  

40. The ship sank instantly in the worst 

accidental loss of life in British naval history. 

A Foundation Scholar, William was an 

excellent mathematician, obtaining an  

open mathematical scholarship to Trinity 

College, Cambridge. He became a 

distinguished academic, contributing  

greatly to several important academic  

studies on stellar kinematics.

Flight Sub-Lieutenant Eric William Busby. 

Killed above the Western Front when his 

machine, Sopwith Camel N6361, crashed 

near to Ramscapelle following an 

engagement with four hostile aircraft on  

10 July 1917, aged 19. During his short time 

on the Front, Eric was credited with bringing 

down one kite balloon, four enemy machines, 

driving down two others and assisting in 

destroying another two.

Lieutenant Norrys Aubrey Best. Killed  

near Ypres on 19 July 1917, aged 22. A 

Foundation Scholar, Norrys was also a strong 

sportsman, and was Rugby Captain, Heath 

Cricket Captain and Cricket Secretary.

Second Lieutenant Charles Cam Thackwell 

Clayton. Died of wounds at Nieuport on  

19 July 1917, aged 19. Charles played in the 

1st XV and was a Sergeant in the OTC. In 

1917, he went to Sandhurst as a Cadet in the 

Royal Marine Corps, obtaining his ‘Spurs’ in 

his Riding Examination. 

Captain Matthew William Lister. Killed in his 

billet by a long-range, high-velocity shell near 

Dickebusch on 19 July 1917, aged 36. After 

school, Matthew joined the family jewellery 

firm, Lister and Wright Ltd. He was engaged 

in preparations for the Spring and Summer 

Offensive of 1917, including the storming of 

Messines Ridge.

Lieutenant Philip Henry Burt Fitch. Killed by 

shellfire at Ypres while engaged in night-firing 

on 23 July 1917, aged 20. Philip was awarded 

the Military Cross for action in June 1917, for 

entering “a gun emplacement in which a 

serious explosion had taken place, bringing 

out the killed and wounded and extinguishing 

a fire caused by the explosion.”

Second Lieutenant Raymond Gascoyne 

Ottey. Reported missing, presumably killed, 

on 28 July 1917, aged 28. Raymond was a 

skilful gymnast, musically talented and 

particularly strong at drawing. He trained  

as an architect before volunteering for  

The Artists Rifles Officer Training Corps, 

which later evolved into the SAS.

Captain Thomas Kenneth Barnsley. Killed 

at Ypres while consolidating a captured 

enemy position on 31 July 1917, aged 25. 

Thomas was a friend of JRR Tolkien and a 

member of the Tea Club and Barrovian 

Society. His father, also an Old Edwardian 

and Brigadier General, erected the Hall of 

Memory in Centenary Square, Birmingham.

Private Wilfred Roy Bartley. Killed in the 

Battle of Passchendaele on 31 July 1917, 

aged 20. Wilfred was a clerk before the war.

Second Lieutenant Ernest Stanley Collins.

Killed in action on 31 July 1917, aged 29. 

Ernest followed his father into the brass trade 

and worked as a commercial traveller. 

Lieutenant Donald Leslie Langford Craig.

Reported missing from a trench near Ypres 

where he had been acting as a Forward 

Observation Officer on 31 July 1917, aged 20. 

Donald was a talented sportsman, musician 

and actor, appearing in the Greek Play with 

JRR Tolkien in 1911. In September 1917,  

he received a Military Cross posthumously  

for removing a large pile of shell which was  

in imminent danger of explosion whilst  

under five hours of continuous shellfire with 

his battery.

Lieutenant John Howard Banks. Died of 

wounds at Ypres on 15 August 1917, aged 

29. John was an enthusiastic cricketer, 

playing with the likes of HG Bache in the  

1st XI, and a keen athlete. 

Lieutenant Holroyd Birkett Barker. Died of 

malaria in Kalamaria Hospital, Salonika on  

15 August 1917, aged 30. Holroyd dabbled in 

athletics at school but golf was his passion. 
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Physics Olympiads 
and Challenges

Three years of success 
in Biology Big Quiz

Academic news

ESU Public Speaking Final

Team Maths Challenge National Final

Top of the Bench national final

After striding through the preliminary 

rounds, the local final for Birmingham 

schools, and then the Regional Final at 

Worcester, our team of John Kite 

(Speaker), Naren Tirumularaju (Chairperson) 

and Rushikesh Dasoondi (Questioner) took 

KES to the National Final of the ESU Public 

Speaking competition at Churchill College, 

Cambridge on Saturday 22 April.

The best eight teams in the country competed 

for the title and the standard was staggeringly 

good. The BBC’s Susie Fowler-Watt, 

Professor James Raven and Simon Lancaster 

– one of the world’s top speech writers, 

who also appears regularly on the BBC – 

comprised the judging panel. 

It was an incredibly close-run competition, 

but in the end the winning team was the 

Welsh Region’s school, Ysgol Gymraeg Bro 

Morgannwg, and St Clement Danes School 

was runner-up. Despite not winning, our team 

Having won the West Midlands regional final 

of the Royal Society of Chemistry’s (RSC) Top 

of the Bench competition in January, the KES 

team progressed to the national final for the 

first time.

The UK final was held on Saturday 29 April in 

the chemistry department of Loughborough 

University and consisted of two challenges: 

an individual test to assess the team’s factual 

knowledge and a practical and problem-solving 

skills session where the ability to work as a team 

was an essential factor. Academic standards 

were very high and our team, comprising Jacob 

Reidy and Aris Thomas in UMs, Suchir Salhan in 

Fourths, and Ali Mohammed in Fifths, put up a 

good performance.  

Despite not winning the competition, the boys 

enjoyed the day out and the experience of the 

university setting was an enriching one for them.

CSA

On the hottest day of the year (so far), 

Mr Cross and a team of four KES boys 

travelled to Lindley Hall in London for the 

National Final of the UK Maths Trust’s 

Team Maths Challenge. 

This national competition began with 1,757 

teams from across the country and was 

whittled down to 88 teams for the National 

Final. On a steaming hot day, the team 

performed well and came a highly creditable 

23rd overall with a score of 171 out of 228. 

Round one was The Group Circus in which 

the team spends five minutes on eight 

separate tasks, although three of these 

tasks (18 marks) were almost impossible 

to complete in the time allowed, so any 

score of 30 or more was ‘solid’ and KES 

scored 35/48. Round two was The Shuttle, 

The Physics Olympiads and Challenges are designed to test the top 

students in the country. KES pupils can again be congratulated on 

achieving a number of awards. 

Alex Pett led the way in the main Olympiad competition, managing  

not only gold but one of the top 50 marks in the country, which was  

an outstanding achievement. Gabriel Yoong was awarded silver, and  

Si-Woo Kim, Daniel Taiwo and Daniel Yue achieved bronze.

In the AS Physics Challenge, Dougie Dolleymore and Daniel Yue were 

awarded gold, with five other pupils achieving silver and four bronze. 

Finally, in the GCSE Physics Challenge, gold went to Raunak Jain,  

Rohit Kale and Ali Mohammed, with another 13 pupils achieving silver  

and four bronze.

Well done to everyone who took part.

DLT

For the third year running, King Edward’s School has won the 

Biology Big Quiz at the University of Birmingham.

Over 20 schools from in and around Birmingham took part in this  

year’s competition on Monday 26 June, with most entering at least  

two teams. Questions were on subjects ranging from genetics to 

dinosaurs and many were on topics that the boys have not yet  

covered in their syllabus.

Not only did King Edward’s win the competition but our second team 

also picked up a podium position coming runners-up, trailing the 

winning team by just two points. Both teams fought off competition from 

schools including King Edward’s Camp Hill, Edgbaston High School for 

Girls and Bromsgrove School to take the top two spots.

The winning teams were made up of Fourths pupils Andrew Fung, Aroun 

Kalyana, Ghani Madadi, Suchir Salhan, Adam Ahmed, Abinav Baskar, 

Pavan Khatkar and Arnav Kulkarni.

was probably the most balanced of the eight 

finalists. Naren didn’t win Best Chair but 

was easily as good as the winner, equally we 

agreed that the most perceptive and acute 

questions were asked by Rushi, and John’s 

speech on ‘What can we do to improve 

the plight of those living under the threat of 

starvation?’ probably had the best structure 

of the lot. 

Although King Edward’s didn’t carry off any 

laurels, in many ways we all felt the day was 

its own reward, from the warm welcome 

extended to us – in particular by the young 

volunteers – to the excellent catering, 

tremendous organisation and wonderful 

surroundings of Churchill College. Our  

boys learned a lot, and were rightly 

exhilarated at having performed so well  

in such fantastic company.

FMA

(L-R) Aris Thomas, Jacob Reidy, Suchir Salhan and Ali Mohammed

Alex Pett

The Biology Big Quiz 2017 winning teams

in which the team splits into two pairs, each 

solving a problem that then feeds in to the 

other pair’s next question. Our boys have 

always performed excellently on this sort of 

arrangement in practices, but disappointingly 

only scored 33/60 on the big day. In round 

three, The Cross-number, where again 

working in pairs with one on the across clues 

and the other the down, the team scored an 

almost flawless 59/60. The final Relay round 

of 30 quick-fire questions is designed with  

the intention that they cannot all be 

completed in the time allowed, and one pair 

is unable to even start their next question 

until the other pair have handed in the answer 

to the previous one. Our boys scored 44/60, 

which shows just how quickly they can work 

under pressure.

So, many congratulations to Kishan Sharma (c) 

and Devan Patel of the UMs, ably supported 

by Akash Dubb and Samuel Mashil of  

the Rems.

TFC
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School Dinners

Middle School Drama Evening

Jazz

Romany Wood

On Thursday 4 May, the enormous Middle School Drama  

Club performed three great pieces each with a thought-

provoking message.

Rehearsing only on Wednesday lunchtimes and a few Monday 

afternoons, the cast pulled together an amazing evening of theatre to 

showcase to parents and other pupils.

We thoroughly enjoyed the experience of working together in a 

group. For many of us it was our first time in front of an audience, 

so it was very beneficial (if not daunting!) and we gained many good 

skills for the future.

On Sunday 25 June, the Senior Swing Band 

was once more joined by Old Edwardian 

Joe Thompson and Robert Rickenberg for 

workshops and performances, culminating 

in the Jazz Evening.

Joe is musical director and resident pianist at  

The Ivy in London, and brought to King Edward’s 

his characteristic blend of wit and musicianship. 

Our soloists included Satish Vaze, Altay Gardiner, 

Matt Madden, and Nathan Cornish.

MDL

It has been a year since our 

performance of Romany Wood.

This project, which was led by King 

Edward’s School, made it possible for 

800 primary schoolchildren from 16 

diverse schools to perform together in 

Birmingham’s Symphony Hall and to 

raise money for Birmingham  

Children’s Hospital. 

This term, a cheque for £1,323.50 

was presented to Tanita Mistry of the 

Hospital, supporting the wonderful work 

done there.

MDL

With costumes on and lines learnt, pupils from KES and KEHS were 

ready for their performance of School Dinners on Thursday 8 June. 

Year 8 Drama Club had an amazing quantity of enthusiastic pupils: so 

many that Miss Proops and Mrs Higgins had to split the group into 

two. One of the groups worked on scenes and sketches linked by the 

concept of food and the other group focused on school. 

The performance went brilliantly to plan and everyone did a terrific job.

George Berry

Each play held a very strong message. Looking for Elijah tackled the 

problem of bullying, while Girls Like That presented the dangers of 

sexting and the effect that can have on young people’s lives. Finally, 

Stolen Secrets presented the difficulty of ‘washing yourself clean’ of 

your secrets, however great or small they are. 

Even though the plays held serious messages, we all had a fun time 

rehearsing and performing them, and I’m sure the audience enjoyed 

the evening as much as we did.

Sam Hall and Khalid El-Lahawi

Evening
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Over the Bank Holiday weekend, 19 

pupils, volunteers and staff from the 

Living History Group went to the Tower of 

London, our fifth event there. 

On Thursday 18 May, the Business, 

Economics and Politics Society 

welcomed Caroline Squire, electoral 

candidate for Edgbaston, to the School.

She gave a brief talk, telling us about 

her family links to Neville and Joseph 

Chamberlain, as well as how she got 

into politics and ended up standing for 

election in Edgbaston. Her story was 

listened to attentively, and hopefully gave 

people an idea as to how they could get 

themselves into a similar position.

Afterwards, the fun really began. The 

Q&A session was extremely lively, with 

teachers and pupils alike testing Caroline 

out and seeing what she was made of. 

A frantic debate with Mr Milton was 

particularly interesting, and Mr Turford’s 

attempt to get a Tory candidate to 

support nationalisation of the railways 

was another great moment.

The session was a great event for the 

Business, Economics and Politics Society 

and we will ensure more of the same in 

the future.

Jack Harkcom 

Postscript: At the end of the day, the boys 

noticed that the organisers had misspelled 

‘Armageddon’ as ‘Armegeddon’, 

surprising since it is an organisation 

devoted to the devastation of entire 

galaxies. But as Aydin sagely commented, 

“not being able to spell Armageddon isn’t 

the end of the world”.

Warhammer is an extraordinarily 

complicated and very bloody wargame 

that absorbs some of the best and 

brightest minds on planet Earth. It 

combines the subtleties of chess and the 

military judgement of a Napoleon, with the 

bloodfest of the Roman amphitheatre  

(in miniature). 

The School has had a Warhammer Society 

for as long as I can remember but this year, 

for the first time, it took part in the National 

School League. After trouncing the adult  

staff in Birmingham, the Society qualified  

for the semi-finals at the Nottingham HQ  

of what is now something of an  

international phenomenon.

There were some 20 teams from 15 schools 

competing for four places in the National 

Finals. They came from as far afield as 

Chester, Cardiff, Aylesbury and Norwich, 

with ours the only new entry onto the field of 

cosmic battle. 

The first contest against the Cardiff B team 

was something of a walkover, with our 

Cambrian opponents left literally legless. The 

Royal Navy cadets from KES CCF visited Portsmouth in June to 

undergo a day’s course in Damage Control and Firefighting in the 

Royal Navy’s training simulators. 

This course is a version of the training given to all Royal Navy 

personnel before they serve on shipboard. As well as tackling 

firefighting, the cadets had to try to control the inrush of water to a 

damaged mess deck, while also dealing with the rolling of the ship.

In both exercises the team performed admirably in an unfamiliar 

setting, building upon the CCF’s aim of encouraging adaptability and 

resourcefulness in our pupils.

DHR
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Boom time at the Tower

Bloodless 
triumph for KES

Caroline 
Squire 
talk and 
Q&A

Cadets tackle damage control 
and firefighting

It was unsurprisingly very hectic with over 

10,000 visitors over the course of three days. 

The public were multi-national and, of course, 

multi-lingual and French and German were 

spoken with enthusiasm and, in some cases, 

a degree of accuracy. Special mention must 

be made of Millie for talking about medieval 

games in Spanish and Kirsten for teaching 

Byzantine chess in Mandarin. Many thanks 

to all of their language teachers who will be 

glad to know how successful they were in 

communicating something of their knowledge 

and enthusiasm for history.

David Callear and Harry Rachman worked 

heroically to strike well over 2,000 coins for 

the visitors, a Group and personal record, 

meanwhile our gunners terrified and amazed 

the assembled public with four artillery 

demonstrations each day. Firing cannon in 

the heart of London was truly awesome, 

especially our final salute for the Queen. 

Thanks to Jonathan, Thomas and Peter 

Davies as well as Miss Asher, Miss Leaver 

and the volunteers for making this event 

possible. The Historic Royal Palaces have 

already invited us back for next year.

Peter Raven

Cadets trying to control the inrush of water to a damaged mess deck

next two contests were bloodier competitions 

but our four would-be Wellingtons concluded 

by winning 11 of their 12 matches. In the 

fiendishly difficult quiz at the end, they gained 

additional honours by being the only team to 

get all the answers right. 

Overall the team of Robert Ferro, Jacob 

Reidy and Archie Ryland, ably commanded 

by Aydin Hodala, came second overall, being 

beaten by 300 points to 275 by Norwich 

School. Aydin’s Galactic Warriors will now go 

forward with three other schools to the final 

on 4 July (Independence Day); let’s hope the 

emperor does indeed protect them. 

JPD
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Concert Party
On Friday afternoons, as part 

of King Edward’s Outreach 

programme, Concert Party  

visits and gives concerts in 

primary schools. 

Boys play to groups ranging in 

size from 40 to 700, introducing 

their instruments, and talking 

about music. Schools speak 

of the “inspiration” they find in 

performances of such a standard 

and what’s possible with a few 

years’ practice.

MDL

On the warmest, sunniest Thursday in May, the Warwickshire 

Cricket Board (WCB) joined forces with King Edward’s School to 

provide a day of excellent primary cricket training for teachers from 

schools in and around the Birmingham area.

Many skills, drills and practices were introduced by the WCB coaches 

with the addition of an online resource featuring all the ideas to take 

back to their schools for creating lessons for the summer term. It was a 

hands-on course for everyone participating, providing an opportunity to 

brush up on their own bowling and catching skills too!

The occasion was a wonderful opportunity to showcase the first-class 

facilities we have at KES and an even better way to share expertise and 

experience in a sport more popular than ever in British schools today.

SPD

I have had a lot of fun going around primary schools in the 

Birmingham area, wowing the pupils with demonstrations and 

making them realise that they can all be scientists by simply 

observing the world around them and asking questions.

Wearing diffraction glasses, the pupils start to question reality and 

conclude that all is not what it seems when they can see the many 

different colours that are in white light. The pupils then get to ask any 

scientific questions they would like to know the answer to, which has 

been both interesting and challenging, with questions such as: “What 

would happen if I went into a black hole?”, “Why do your hands get wet 

when you wash them?”, “How do fish breathe underwater?”, and “Why 

can’t we feel ourselves moving if the Earth is rotating?”.

It has been a great success and will be taken on by our boys next year 

as part of the Friday afternoon activities programme.

HAF

Wildlife in Poland

Nice

Arriving somewhat bleary eyed into Warsaw Chopin Airport on  

27 May, six KES pupils and two staff members, Mr Porter and  

Mr Corns, began their journey to Biebrza National Park.

On checking into the hotel, our guide for the duration of the trip, a man 

called Andrzej, kicked off proceedings by taking us to a watchtower 

overlooking the reed beds, in which we would spend the following 

morning. Here we were greeted by a host of birds and mammals, from 

elk to cuckoos. Later that evening, on a nocturnal boat trip down a river, 

we even managed to uncover beaver! The next morning’s find, however, 

proved to be the pinnacle of the trip, as upon returning to the reeds  

we came across a bird so rare that even our resident birdwatcher,  

Mr Porter, had never seen one – an aquatic warbler.

A number of linguists in the Divisions travelled to the South of 

France over half term and enjoyed staying with host families, 

who provided them with invaluable cultural insights.

Mornings spent at a language school in the heart of the city were 

followed by afternoons on the beach and visiting beautiful local 

spots such as Cannes, Monaco, Monte-Carlo and Antibes. We all 

found that the French Riviera definitely deserves its reputation as 

one of the most exciting places on the continent. 

We returned to Birmingham with our eyes still filled with the deep 

blue colour of the sky and sea. An unforgettable trip!

PJE

Halfway through our time in Poland, we switched reeds for trees and 

frogs for mosquitos, travelling to Białowieża National Park. This forest 

is located on the border between Poland and Belarus and is home to a 

multitude of wildlife, some of which we had the privilege to see. Chief 

amongst these was our quarry for the first evening: Bison. Needless to 

say, we were not disappointed with two male bison practically posing 

for our cameras! To round off this tremendous array of wildlife, on the 

last night we tracked down a curious bird called the pygmy owl, no 

bigger than a sparrow, though far more spectacular. 

I would say that this was a marvellous trip and it was unanimously 

agreed to be a highlight of everyone’s time at KES. Roll on the next trip!

Aydin Hodala
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Our Australian cricket exchange pupils enjoying the heatwave at the end of June
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Chess team through 
to national finals 

A team of six boys from King Edward’s 

School is through to the final stage 

of the National Schools U19 Chess 

Championships 2016/17.

After being knocked out in the regional stage 

of the competition earlier this year, the team 

was invited back to a repechage event held at 

Eton College on Sunday, 23 April 2017. The 

team, made up of Rohan Tandon in Rems, 

Sanam Chawla and Chinmay Monga in 

There is a familiar pattern developing in KES 

cricket. Four Australian exchange boys in the 

fourth year land in this country to play cricket  

and the rain starts to pour. 

This year seems to be no different. After a blistering 

start to the season where not a single game was lost 

to the weather, the first week after half term was a 

wash out. 

On the cricket front, however, things are looking 

bright. A very strong group of Shells are starting their 

campaign and all junior teams are now looking strong. 

Indeed, at the time of writing every single team is still 

in the latter stages of their respective Warwickshire 

County Cups. The 1st XI has had a steady start to term, 

battling the inevitable exam availability, but a recent 

victory over Malvern College augurs well for the final 

part of the season.

LMR

Staff take on Tough Mudder

Cricket

On Sunday 21 May, KES entered a staff team in 

the Midlands Tough Mudder Run at Belvoir Castle 

in Grantham. 

The Cot Fund sponsored staff to participate in the 

Run to help raise funds for much-needed goods for 

children and families in the Dharavi Slum in Mumbai, 

which will be taken to them on the 2017 Rugby and 

Hockey Tour to India and Sri Lanka. 

Mr Pavey, Miss Morris, Mr Browning, Mr Johnson 

and Dr Battaloglu (Tour Doctor and Old Edwardian) 

all completed the 12-mile course over, under and 

through a selection of wet, cold, muddy and electric 

shock obstacles in just under three hours. 

The team are looking forward to the Rat Race 

Challenge next year, which is a run of 20 miles  

and 200 obstacles.

CAPJ

Sport

Fourths, and Aloysius Lip (c), Ashwin Kalyana 

and Alex Jarvis in Divisions, played against 

teams from six other schools, including Eton 

College and Wellington College, to qualify for 

a place in the National Final.

The National Final of the Championships, 

sponsored by Winchester College, will take 

place at Uppingham School in July, just after 

Spokesman will have gone to print.

In the Birmingham and District Junior Chess League (BDJCL), KES senior teams 

won Divisions 1, 2 and 3 (captained by Aloysius Lip, Shivum Gupta and Arjun Sharma 

respectively), and the U12s won their Division. 

In March, the KES team also managed to win the BDJCL Closed Tournament, a tournament 

for all players below Division 2. Overall, it has been a very successful year for KES – well 

done to all school chess players.

DLT

Chess League

U13 
water polo

The U13 water polo team finished a 

successful year in the pool by reaching the 

ESSA National Finals, held at Northampton 

School for Boys. 

In the rounds, a solid team defence, led by 

Charlie Shay, helped us pick up strong wins 

against Warwick, Bedford, Kings Grantham 

and Northampton, with Pratham Kaushal and 

Tom King standing out in attack as the team’s 

top scorers. 

At the finals tournament, we faced extremely 

tough opposition in the form of Whitgift and 

Bolton. Despite a fantastic effort from all, the 

size and strength of our opponents proved 

too much, and we finished the tournament in 

a very respectable sixth place. 

It was a great experience for the team, 

including three Shells, to compete against the 

best teams in their age group, and to have 

a taste of action at the top level. There is no 

doubt a huge amount of talent and potential, 

so combined with the group’s fantastic work 

ethic, I have high hopes for this team in the 

years to come!

RVM
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On Sunday 11 June, Director of Rugby 

George Browning set out to run over 

100km to King Edward’s from Stoke 

Bruerne in Northamptonshire, to raise 

money for the NSPCC.

The idea was to achieve the ‘Longest 

Commute to Work’, arriving in time to teach a 

full day. PE Assistant James Claughton, rode 

a delightfully temperamental folding bike as a 

support vehicle and they were ably assisted 

by Ben Weaver who drove the main support 

car to each checkpoint. 

The three teachers set off at 9pm and were 

met at 6am the following morning by Director 

of Sport, Chris Johnson, and D&T teacher 

Jon Pavey, who both accompanied George 

on the final 27 miles of the journey and 

achieved their first marathon-distance runs. 

George completed his 65-mile run in just 

under 14 hours.

Sport staff ’s unusual commute to work

This run was also part of George’s 

preparation for the Marathon des Sables in 

April 2018, the notoriously hostile multi-stage 

ultra-marathon through the Sahara Desert, 

billed as ‘The Toughest Footrace on Earth’. 

George is raising money for the NSPCC 

via: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

georgebrowning1

Bad weather doesn’t stop play
This term, KES Outreach has welcomed 

three schools to participate in sports 

sessions on the KES Eastern Road ground. 

Ms Masterson from KEHS ran rounders 

sessions whilst Mr Weaver and Mr Claughton 

(or ‘Harry Styles’ and ‘Prince Charles’ as the 

children fondly nicknamed them) ran cricket 

and athletics sessions. Highlights include  

Mr Claughton being smashed for six onto the 

balcony of the Eastern Road pavilion, a boy 

mistaking Mr Weaver for Robbie Fowler and 

Mr Round’s excellent anecdotes during the 

drinks breaks. 

A massive thank you must go to all the 

teachers of the participating schools. The 

weather was not on our side this term but they 

turned up every week without fail and were 

always willing to give it a go. A special thank 

you must also be extended to Sue Davies for 

organising and co-ordinating the Outreach 

programme throughout the year.

JIC

Selection for 
GB U19 water 
polo squad 

After stand-out performances in the 

English Schools competition and picking 

up the prestigious award of Most Valuable 

Player at the National Age Group 

tournament, George Davies in Divisions  

has been selected to be part of the  

Great Britain U19 Men’s National Squad.

George is now spending one weekend each 

month training with the Squad, with the 

intense training camps involving around eight 

hours in the pool, plus gym, psychology and 

nutrition sessions. George trains around six 

times per week in the pool and gym, all in 

pursuit of his goal of making it into the Great 

Britain team for the European Qualifiers  

next May. 

A thrilled George commented: “I’m delighted 

to have made it in to the Squad after a 

considerable amount of hard work, and I will 

continue to fight my way to a position where I 

am in contention for a place in the team.”

RVM


