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The U14 Hockey team have had an 
outstanding season, winning an impressive 
four titles.

On Sunday, 23 March 2014 the U14 team 
finished their season with a resounding 6-1 
victory over Bedford School to claim the 
title of the Independent Schools Hockey 
League – Midlands Zone winners. This league 
includes some of the best hockey schools 

in the country and the team has recorded 
victories over Trent College, Oakham School, 
Bromsgrove and Rugby. The only team to deny 
King Edward’s a 100% record was Repton 
College who played out a thrilling 5-5 draw.

The other titles the team picked up this 
season are Warwickshire County Champions, 
Warwickshire Hockey League Champions 
and winners of the Midland Zone. In regular 

matches, the team has played 20 games,  
won 17, drew one and lost two. The two  
defeats came against Whitgift School and 
MCS Oxford. 

Hockey continues to go from strength to 
strength at the school. The U15 team won their 
Warwickshire League and the 1st XI need a 
victory in their final game to secure the title for 
a second successive year.
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A brief word from...

The Chief Master
Because of my lofty position,  
I am allowed the right to be the 
last contributor to each edition of 
Spokesman. So, I thought I’d tell you 
about two members of staff whose 
greatness has occupied me on the 
morning of 27 March. 

The first is Emily Scarratt. For her 
day job, Emily is a part of our PE 
Department, but at various times she 
is transformed into England’s finest 
women’s rugby player. In the last month, 
she has been ‘Woman of the Match’ 
twice in internationals and scored an 
outstanding trial against Italy. So, she 
has now been nominated as Sky Sports 
Sportswoman of the Month and I am 
trying to get her as many votes as I can. 
Sadly, by the time you read this, it will 
be too late to vote. 

Emily is becoming a legend, but 
Jonathan Davies has been a legend 
here for some time. Yesterday, as is 
only right for a medievalist, he attended 
the opening of the new Sutton Hoo 
gallery at the British Museum, which 
has been funded by Sir Paul Ruddock. 
This morning I have been in a dialogue 
with Jonathan and Sir Paul about the 
replica Sutton Hoo drinking cup that 
Living History made for him. I suppose 
it counts as work.

John Claughton 
Chief Master

Mystery 
Portrait 
Postcard

In February over 60 pupils, parents  
and Old Edwardians came together for  
our first engineering drinks reception 
in the Ruddock Performing Arts Centre 
hosted jointly by our office and the  
careers department. 

The evening was a chance for pupils 

interested in a career in engineering, and their 

parents, to meet with former pupils working 

in the industry. The event, which started with 

a talk by Richard Kent, a current parent and 

Senior Structural Engineer at ARUP, was a 

great success. We are planning to repeat 

Emily Porter-Salmon, who taught art 
at King Edward’s from April 2009 until 
February 2014, was one of the artists 
selected for the 2014 Mystery Portrait 
Postcard at the National Portrait Gallery. 

Emily has now moved to London where she  
is working as a Semiotician for Sign Salad,  
a semiotics and cultural insights agency.

these events on a termly basis, featuring a 
different profession each time. 

In March, 50 pupils and Old Edwardians 
attended the Cambridge lecture and drinks 
at Downing College, Cambridge. The 
lecture this year was given by Professor 
Geoffrey Grimmett, former pupil, Professor 
of Mathematical Statistics and Master of 
Downing College. Beforehand the pupils, 
many of whom are hoping to be Oxbridge 
candidates, had a tour of the College and  
a talk about the admissions process. 

SML

Readathon 2014
The fifth annual Shell Readathon took 
place during February. The aims of the 
Readathon are to encourage boys to read 
more, read more widely, and raise money 
for Cot Fund. During the four weeks, boys 
could read any fiction or non-fiction book 
that they had not read before. 

The competition was a great success as boys 

tried their best to win both individual and 

group prizes. A massive 85,980 pages were 

read and £1,228 was raised for this term’s 

charities. Well done and thanks to everyone! 

KAFB

Development &  
OEA Office update

Engineering drinks reception

The annual Parents’ Association Quiz Night

Members of Shell A who took part in the Readathon

KES Parents’ Association
The KES Parents’ Association started 2014 with our annual Quiz Night in January.  
The Dining Hall was packed to the rafters with parents, staff and sixth formers, all 
competing for the coveted winner’s title. Well done to ‘The Quizzy Rascals’. It was a  
great atmosphere and good fun, complemented with drinks and food. 

Our next event is the Family Barbecue on Sunday, 22 June 2014. Hopefully the weather will 
be kind so we can enjoy the cricket match, participate in a Living History demonstration, 
swim in the pool, feast on a delicious barbecue and more. All parents are welcome to 
attend and prior booking is not required.

We look forward to seeing as many parents as possible at the Family Barbecue in June. 
Visit: www.kes.org.uk/pa to view our future events.

Amanda Georgevic 
Honorary Secretary
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The world of  
Shakespeare’s theatre

This term, my Shell English groups have been studying  
A Midsummer Night’s Dream closely followed by a novel alternately 
set in 1999 and 1599. As part of their research into the world of 
Shakespeare’s theatre, they gave PowerPoint presentations, 
designed intricate lift-the-flap posters and some even made models 
of the theatre. 

We learned about how the original Globe was constructed from timbers 
taken from the theatre in Shoreditch and carried across the Thames; the 
seating capacity and varying classes of punters from the groundlings 
in the pit to the more wealthy in the galleries; what types of play were 
signified by different coloured flags; and of course how the original Globe 
was burned down by a defective cannon, including the apocryphal tale 
of how a groundling had his breeches set alight only to be put out by a 
mug of beer!

To further add to their appreciation of Shakespeare’s theatre, the boys 
will be touring the reconstructed Globe on Bankside at the end of March 
followed by a workshop on A Midsummer Night’s Dream by the excellent 
Globe Education Team.

CBM

Schools’  
Challenge  
2014

The National Finals of the (Senior) 
Schools’ Challenge competition took 
place on Sunday 23 March at the Perse 
School in Cambridge. 

Having won through the Regional  
and Inter-Regional rounds, King  
Edward’s School was represented by  
our very own ‘famous five’ team 
members: Yanbo Yin (c), Patrick Wernham,  
Alex Pett and Alex Jarvis, along with 
manager and general dogsbody ‘Timmy’.

Bizarrely, the four strongest teams 
appeared in the one half of the draw, 
and we were unlucky enough to face 
the eventual winners, the Perse, in the 
first match, losing 960-580 after a good 
start. Thereafter, we competed in the 
Plate Challenge Competition, beating 
Haberdasher Aske’s 640-630 in the semi-
final, taking the match on the very last 
question after having been behind for 29 
of the 30 minutes of the match.

The Plate Final eventually pitted us 
against one of the teams from the other 
half of the draw, Stockport Grammar 
School, and the KES boys ran away with 
the match 790-300. Thus, we did indeed 
come away with some silverware to show 
for our day’s efforts.

‘Timmy’ Cross

Boys come top of the  
table in Chemistry Quiz
This year’s Chemistry Quiz team have won the West Midlands 
Chemistry Quiz Competition for the first time since the competition 
began back in 2001. 

The team of Habib Rahman, Si-Woo Kim, Alex Fung and Tom Iszatt 
cruised through the qualification rounds in February with a convincing win 
against Shrewsbury School, to earn their place in the finals at Birmingham 
University. The evening event in March saw them drawn against King 
Edward’s Stratford in the quarter-finals and, despite falling behind in 
the early rounds, their knowledge of unusual compounds and chemical 
identification helped them to overturn the deficit and reach the semi-finals. 

Up next were KE Camp Hill Girls who couldn’t match our boys’ knowledge 
of the symbols in the periodic table, and so the team went through to our 
first final since 2009. KE Camp Hill Boys, winners for nine out of the last  
11 years, were clearly going to be tough opposition and so it proved to 
be the case with both teams on equal points going into the last set of 
questions. Thankfully, the boys’ general knowledge of all things chemical 
was faultless, and they emerged winners by three points and became 
proud holders of the impressive MacDermid Trophy for a year.

JPM 
The winning Chemistry Quiz team: (L-R) Habib 

Rahman, Si-Woo Kim, Alex Fung and Tom Iszatt

Junior Maths Team  
win regional final
For the eighth consecutive year, the Junior Maths Team came first in their regional final  
and will compete in the National Final at the Horticultural Halls in London on 23 June 2014.

This year’s team, Dougie Dolleymore, Daniel Yue, Anyi Wang and Mingke Peng, lost only three 
points out of a total of 236. They willingly subjected themselves to a day’s worth of Maths 
problems, testing accuracy, speed, imagination, knowledge and team work and came out  
smiling. Congratulations!

GGM

Oxford Union 
Schools 
Debating 
Competition
Patrick Wernham and Yanbo Yin in the 
Divisions reached the National Finals 
of the Oxford Union Schools Debating 
Competition, the largest British 
Parliamentary schools level debating 
competition in the world.

Almost 600 teams competed in this annual 
competition with schools participating from 
as far away as Holland and Canada. Patrick 
and Yanbo competed in four individual 
debates in the finals, held at Oxford Union on 
Saturday 15 March 2014, and did very well to 
finish in the top 45 teams in the competition.Patrick Wernham and Yanbo Yin in Oxford

Kamen Sandhu’s Lego model of Shakespeare’s theatre

The Junior Maths Team
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The Winter’s Tale

After last year’s West Side Story it was 
time to see if the Ruddock Hall was as 
good for spoken word as for music, so  
it was no surprise that Mr Bartlett  
turned to Shakespeare for our latest  
Senior Production.

And for some time, the risks seemed to be 
overcoming the production. Time and again 
the question, “So what, actually, does your 
character mean here…?” was met with the 
response, “Actually, sir, I’m afraid I’ve not the 
faintest idea”. But slowly kicking and, in some 
cases, screaming, Mr Bartlett dragged the 
cast through the rehearsal process.

However, the show was pulled together 
and what a show it was. Simon Kent drove 
the production forwards as a magnificently 
tortured Leontes; his stage presence, and 
evident torment, achieving the difficult feat 
of ensuring the audience never quite lost 
sympathy with his ravings. Meanwhile Anya 
Ryan (Pauline) and Sophie Bowser (Hermione) 

turned a once strong king into a snivelling 

wreck of a man. Conor Parkes and Ed Cooke 

(Ploixenes and Camillo) dominated the 

start of the second act with their somewhat 

unconvincing shepherds’ outfits and facial 

hair, whilst Sam Wilson (Florizel) and Anushka 

Chakravarti (Perdita) pulled at the audience’s 

heart strings as they played two young  

lovers doomed by their social status, or  

so they thought!

A beautiful but simple set of trees and 

columns transformed the Ruddock from 

gloomy Sicilia to pastoral Bohemia, and  

back again: all beautifully lit in one of the 

finest lighting designs to be seen in a  

Senior Production for some years.

And of course thanks have to go to Mr 

Bartlett who selflessly dedicated his time  

to make his cast the best that it could 

possibly be.

Sam Wilson and Aaron Thompson

Simon Kent as Leontes

Choral and 
Orchestral 
Concerts 
Sunday afternoon sunlight flooded the 
Ruddock Hall as the first D minor chord of 
Fauré’s Requiem sounded. 

Aided immeasurably by soloists Nicholas 
Porter and George Forshaw, the KES choir 
maintained this atmosphere of absolute 
serenity in an uplifting performance of Fauré’s 
‘Lullaby of Death’. Adam Phillips gave a 
mesmerising performance of Mozart’s Oboe 
Concerto full of lyricism and virtuosity, and 
was rewarded with a standing ovation. The 
full orchestra ended the fiesta with a dazzling 
parade of Spanish tunes transcribed in 
Rimsky Korsakov’s Capriccio Espagnol. 

Monday’s concert saw the Choral Society 
and then the Symphony Orchestra tackle two 
great works: Bach’s Magnificat and Brahms’ 
Concerto for Violin. The Choral Society had 
the benefit of five top soloists and, in the 
chorus and solo movements alike, the singing 
conveyed the nuances of Bach’s masterful 
and joyous word painting. Roberto Ruisi’s 
interpretation of the Brahms was audacious 
and brilliant, producing so many tantalising 
moments that there was no surprise when the 
audience were on their feet for the second 
time in two days. 

Oliver-Bealby Wright

Cleobury 
Mortimer

Every year, 160 boys and girls in Symphony 
Orchestra and Choral Society go to the 
Pioneer Centre in Cleobury Mortimer for a 
weekend of intensive rehearsals and fun. 
This year we did just that – and more! 

It was particularly special, since it was not 
only the last year for the leaving sixth form, 
but also for our legendary conductor, Peter 
Bridle. We spent most of the weekend busy 
preparing for the Choral and Orchestral 
Concerts that took place the following 
week: Choral Society was rehearsing Bach’s 
Magnificat and Symphony Orchestra was 
rehearsing Brahms’ Violin Concerto, Mozart’s 
Oboe Concerto, and Rimsky-Korsakov’s 
Capriccio Espagnol.

But these music residentials aren’t all about 
the rehearsals. On the last evening, the 
usual barn dance took place, but this time, 
to celebrate Mr Bridle’s final year, every 
single pupil was in fancy dress! Following 

the tradition of the sixth formers doing a 
prank during the last night, we had plenty 
of responsibility riding on our shoulders, 
not only to match the high bar set by all the 
preceding years, but to make Mr Bridle’s 
last prank a special one. In my previous six 
years alone, we have seen much variety, 
with cling film, balloons, newspaper, 
foil, plastic cups, and string all having 
been used to cover the (worryingly large) 
rehearsal room. So this time, we stepped 
away from household objects covering the 
floor and walls... and went for glow sticks! 

The result was a pitch-black room, apart 
from the mystical display of 400 glow sticks 
seemingly floating in mid-air. We were all 
very proud of it, and hopefully it will be 
remembered by all who were there. I’m also 
sure that Mr Bridle’s unbelievable musical 
legacy will not be forgotten.

Adam Phillips

A group of sixth formers with the glow sticks 
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Outreach  
Debating

Senior Swing Band on tour 

A Victorian learning experience 

Throughout the course of the year Oliver 
Bealby-Wright (Divisions) and ourselves 
have been visiting primary schools  
around the West Midlands in order to  
teach the skill of debating to groups of  
Year 6 children. 

So far the schools we have visited include 
The Shrubbery, Blue Coat and Monkspath. 
During the sessions we (with a little help from 
Mr Arbuthnott) try to develop the children’s 
understanding of the world around them and 
also vital life skills such as speaking in front of 
relatively large groups and being able to voice 
their opinions freely. 

The children seem to really enjoy these 
sessions and that really gives us a great 
sense of personal achievement. Hopefully 
these sessions will benefit the children in the 
future and be a memory that sticks with them 
for years to come. 

Alex Pett, Usman Raja and  

Patrick Wernham

One Monday in December, the Senior 
Swing Band performed in four Sutton 
Coldfield primary schools, providing the 
perfect antidote to those winter blues. 

Each gig began in typically rambunctious 
style with an up-beat rendition of Get Happy, 
followed by a few festive favourites, sung 
by the irresistible Grace Mupanemunda. 
Between songs, conductor Tom Jarvis 
charmed audiences with his characteristic 
witty banter, quizzing the awestruck children 
for the names of each of the instruments. 

This gave even the most overlooked members 
of the Swing Band a chance to showcase 
their instrument’s quirks, be it trombonist 
Simon Kent’s slide, guitarist Matt Clegg’s 
wah-wah pedal, or baritone saxophonist Oli 
Bland’s incredibly low note. 

A high note was struck at Four Oaks Primary 
School when the indefatigable Mr Jarvis 
invited the children to get to their feet and 
dance along. Judging by the Charleston-
Macarena fusion that ensued, they had been 
infected with the jingle-bell-jazz-bug!

Oliver Bealby-Wright

A group of West House boys looked on in 
amazement not at Mr Davies’ incredible 
can-crushing display, but at the thought 
that he had given up his usual fascination 
with the efficacy of different types of 
billhook for an interest in GCSE physics. 

Most of his new presentation on the Victorians 

consists of explaining the revelation that was 

steam power and its effects on industry and 

culture (not to mention Birmingham) through 

various experiments which often succeed in 

splashing water everywhere and sometimes 
succeed in demonstrating the principles of 
air pressure to the audience. There are the 
obligatory toys, in this case a train set and a  
live steam engine, and the even more  
obligatory wordsearch. 

Boys and girls of local primary schools 
can rest easy that they have not lost their 
medieval Sherpa: he has merely graduated  
to the modern era at last. 

Ben Phillips

Debating at Hallfield

Mr Davies at West House School

Senior Swing Band at The Shrubbery

Withington 
MUN
On 9 February 2014, three KES 
delegations representing Russia, 
Japan and Norway attended WiMUN: 
the sixth Withington Girls’ School 
Model United Nations conference. 

MUN involves representing a country 
and trying to obtain the best result for 
that country over a series of debates 
on controversial subjects. Though a 
beginners’ conference, the standard of 
the competition was high. 

On my committee, the human rights 
council, the issues being discussed 
were: ‘Civil and Political Rights on the 
Internet’ and ‘The Question of Gender 
and the Human Rights Committees’. 
Many countries have massively differing 
views on polarizing issues such as 
these, meaning that debate is always 
interesting. Later in the day, committees 
were merged to form joint committees 
to discuss a crisis involving illicit 
chemical weapon sales and usage in 
Africa. In the human rights and political 
joint committee, Edwin Bahrami-Balani, 
representing Japan, did well to get his 
resolution passed. 

Special mention must go to Josh 
Kimblin, representing Russia, for 
winning highly commended delegate 
on the extremely competitive Security 
Council though all delegates should 
be pleased with what they achieved. 
Thanks go to Mr Arbuthnott and Mr 
Ollis for organising and attending the 
conference with us.

Nicholas Wyatt

A tale of cabbages and kings

“The time has come,” the Walrus said, 
“To talk of many things: Of shoes--and 
ships--and sealing-wax-- Of cabbages-- 
and kings-- And why the sea is boiling hot-

-And whether pigs have wings.”

I start with a jabberwockian refrain as it 

seems apt to describe the activities of the 

Living History Group. With my moustaches  

I assume the commanding role of the Walrus, 

the sealing wax we make (a dangerous but 

rewarding activity), the cabbages we shoot 

at castles and the kings we loyally serve. 

The sea we are crossing may or may not be 

boiling hot, most likely freezing cold, but we 

aim to cross it again this year, to spend our 

Members of the Living History Group at Avonscroft

fortnightly sojourn in the land of the infamous 
giraffe murderers (Denmark), a country also 
famed for its improbably avian bacon. 

With a new trebuchet and a range of firearms 
to add noise, smoke and possibly terror to our 
displays, we are well set to rally for Agincourt 
at Tretower, defend Chepstow castle from the 
Welsh and most unlikely of all help organise 
and celebrate the marriage of Henry VIII to 
Anne Boleyn at the Tower of London. (We all 
know it’s not going to end well!) In sum we are 
busy and will get even busier while amusing, 
bemusing, educating and entertaining 
thousands. It’s what we do!

JPD

On 19 March 2014 the KES chess team 
played Abingdon School in the English 
Chess Federation Schools Championship 
‘National Round of 16’. 

In an extremely close fought match with 
two nail-biting finishes in the last minute of 
a 2½hr match, KES were triumphant by 4½ 
games to 1½. This excellent result puts KES 
into the last eight nationally. 

The team was Aloysius Lip, Ashwin 
Kalyana, Manpreet Nijjar, Arron Dhesi, Hugh 
Lilburn and Hari Nijjar. Our next opponents 
in the quarter-finals will be the extremely 
strong Reading School at the beginning of 
the summer term.

Chess team through to National Quarter-Final
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First dive
CCF Navy and Army cadets are 
qualifying this term as SSI Open Water 
Divers in preparation for the annual 
Scuba Expedition to Gozo. 

This picture marks the first pool dive in 
full scuba kit. By the end of this term they 
will have dived in the far murkier waters of 
Dosthill Quary and be ready to tackle the 
challenge of sea diving.

DHR

Royal Navy cadets on Expeditions weekend

Royal Air Force  
Expedition

In March, an event that had been eagerly awaited by the RAF 
section finally arrived, the spring Expedition. A group of cadets, 
consisting of the RAF Fourths and Cadre, set out on the Friday 
afternoon for RAF Nesscliffe where we were greeted by a huge 
variety of engaging and challenging activities.

The Expedition was intense with cadets traversing the military assault 
course, and overcoming their fears of heights by abseiling down a 150ft 
vertical rock face. Other activities, included shooting on an electronic 
shooting range, training in basic first aid, camp building, ‘camouflage 
and concealment’ tasks and much more. And of course, it was a perfect 
opportunity to brush up on our drill. Thankfully, for the whole of the 
Expedition we were blessed with fantastic weather, allowing us all to 
enjoy the Expedition to the fullest.

The RAF Expeditions continue to remain one of the highlights of the 
RAF calendar. They are a fantastic experience and are a source of the 
fondest memories of being a cadet, which I will cherish for many years 
to come. I feel privileged to be able to go on such trips and would 
like to thank all the members of staff that make these trips possible, 
particularly Flt Lt Howard.

Xiaofan Zhang

RAF section at Nescliffe Training Camp

The 4th best RAF section in the country

Air Squadron  
Trophy Competition

After achieving 1st position in the Air 
Squadron Trophy area competition at 
RAF Cosford in December, the finest RAF 
cadets in the west made their way over to 
RAF Halton, Aylesbury to participate in the 
national finals. 

The team, led by Dave Foster, prepared for 
what was to be an awesome day of events. 
They triumphed in shooting where Simon 
Kent, Matthew Clegg, William Evans, Russell 
Evans and Joseph Carter made an impressive 
performance. The aircraft recognition team 
achieved impressive scores with a top score 
from Matt Horsley and the first aid team pulled 
out all the stops in their event with fantastic 
efforts from Rohan Jain, Alok Kumar, Clement 
Chan and Nathan Ling. The team pulled a high 
total in RAF knowledge with impressive scores 
from Adam Phillips and Ayush Kulshreshtha and 
of course the command task was completed 
successfully and to incredibly high standards. 

The team fared well in drill but pulled their 
best performance whilst marching into KFC at 
Oxford Services on the return journey home! 
The team, having spent months preparing 
for the event, achieved a very honourable 4th 
position and are proud to be the 4th best RAF 
section in the country! Well done lads! 

The RAF squadron: Dave Foster, Joe Carter, 
Matthew Clegg, Russell Evans, Will Evans, 
Rohan Jain, Simon Kent, Ayush Kulshreshtha, 
Alok Kumar, Nathan Ling and Adam Phillips.

Alok Kumar

Royal Navy  
Expedition
Your helicopter is going down. You brace yourself. You hit 
the water and begin to sink. You grab your harness with 
one hand and your seat with the other. The machine tilts, 
darkens, and capsizes. You are hanging upside down in 
a four-point safety harness, underwater, with a Perspex 
window between you and the outside. How did this happen? 

Answer: you are a KES CCF Royal Navy cadet on Expeditions 
weekend, and you have been selected for Helicopter 
Underwater Escape Training in the simulator at Andark Diving 
in Southampton. OK, not a real helicopter, more of a big yellow 
box, but the rest is true… Divisions and Sixth Form cadets 
completed this training – the next stage is knock out the window, 
release the safety harness, and soar elegantly (or scrabble 
most inelegantly) through the window and up in to the light and 
air. Training also involved sea survival, righting and entering a 
life raft, and being sprayed with lots of cold water by gleeful 
instructors who claimed to be ‘trying to make it more realistic’!

Fourth year cadets took two fast motor launches out for the day 
on the Solent, acting in turn as navigator, coxswain, and crew, 
and mooring up for lunch at Cowes on the Isle of Wight. Fifth 
years went orienteering at the Queen Elizabeth Country Park, 
and both activities were improved by the warm sunny weather. 
Accommodation and floodlit Astroturf pitches for the traditional 
Saturday night football were provided by HMS Collingwood in 
Fareham, and the weekend was rounded off by a guided tour of 
HMS Victory and a quick look at the new Mary Rose Ship Hall 
in Portsmouth Dockyard. Another most enjoyable visit for both 
cadets and staff.

DHR
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In February half term, 32 boys from  
KES Ski Club spent a week in Kühtai, 
Austria’s highest ski resort at 2,020m 
above sea level. 

Each day we woke at 7.00am and had 
breakfast at the hotel before ascending to 
Kühtai. After getting into our gear, we hit the 
slopes for a fun morning’s skiing, followed by 
a hearty Austrian style lunch in the ‘gasthofs’ 
in the resort. After eating some delicious 
specialities, we hit the slopes for another 
three hours of skiing.

12 boys visited the WWT Wetland Centre at Slimbridge on Sunday, 
15 December.

Slimbridge is renowned for its importance as a wintering site for White-
fronted Goose and in the morning the flock was visible from the Holden 
tower, as was a single Brent Goose towards the Severn. More dramatic 
and closer were the large flocks of waders and ducks periodically taking 
to the air in vast swirling masses.

After lunch at the café we spent time in a very comfortable hide 
overlooking the South Lake with Ruff and Redshank providing photo 
opportunities. Finally, as we wended our way back through the ‘World 
Wetlands’ enclosures to view the gathering Bewick’s Swans, a huge 
flock of assembling Jackdaws put on an acrobatic display with full 
musical accompaniment. 

JP

We had a very exciting start, immediately finding the Great 
Grey Shrike at Hopwood just south of Birmingham. The 
shrike perched on top of small trees not far from the minibus 
allowing extensive and leisurely viewing.

Our good fortune continued deep in the Wyre Forest, once we 
had detoured to cross the flooding Severn. Not only did the team 
locate a large party of Crossbills but amongst the birds tearing 
up the larch cones were male and female Two-barred Crossbill – 
a rare visitor. Edward James then had a close encounter with a 
Woodcock that flushed from under his feet!

The afternoon was spent in the hides at Upton Warren, 
photographing and observing a wide range of species including 
Water Rail and Redpoll. The spectacular finale occurred in 
the dramatic situation of flooded Tewkesbury, watching the 
murmuration of thousands of Starlings coming in to roost.

JP

Throughout the week we all made real 

progress and by the end even the beginner 

group had moved off the nursery slope and 

was exploring the rest of Kühtai. 

Our thanks to: Mr Connor, Miss McMillan, 

Mr Monks, Mr Balkham and especially to 

Ms While for organising this amazing trip for 

us. Although this’ll be the Divisions’ last trip, 

KES Ski Club can look forward to another 

brilliant trip in 2015.

Alex Raca and Venkatesh Desai

Skiing in Austria

A flamingo at Slimbridge

Austria

Slimbridge

Winter wildlife 

KES  
Wildlife:

Starlings coming in to roost



15 

The Senior Cross Country team has had another fruitful year, benefitting again from a good 
number of participants. 

Our main focus is always the Birmingham League, in which we finished fourth equal A team and 
fourth B team (one more runner in the last race would have seen the B’s third). The individual 
competition is always very hard fought, and Josh Kimblin did really well to come 12th as a Fifth 
Form runner – he should do well over the next two years. Sam Wilson also has great potential 
if we can stop him frittering away his time in play rehearsals! The whole A team has been very 
determined, with consistently good runs also from George Galla, Chirag Soni, Tom Gibson and 
Edgar Elliott, backed up by a very solid B team. 

Another feature of our programme is that we try to get out into the countryside to train when we 
can, and the squad have enjoyed the sights of Hagley, Kinver, Sutton Park and Clent (not in the 
snow this year!). Another measure of the boys’ enjoyment of their running is their preparedness 
to go for the extra challenge of the Birmingham Half Marathon. Several KES boys completed the 
course in October, including squad members Chirag Soni and Arron Dhesi. In his first time over 
the distance Chirag impressed a number of people with an enviable time of 1:35. A number of this 
year’s front runners are Sixths who will not be here next year, but there is strength in the Divs and 
Fifth’s too, and the prospects for the future are good.
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The Senior Cross Country team in Sutton Park prior to running the boundary

Pat Maughan and his collection of medals

Badminton: National 
Schools Competition

The U14 and U16 badminton teams competed in the West Midland 
Regional Round of the National Schools Competition played at the 
Walsall Campus of the University of Wolverhampton. 

Congratulations to both teams as the U16 team came third in their 
section of the competition and the U14 team came second.

The U16 team: (L-R in photo) Jordan Chan (c), Conrad Yap, Kush Sinha, 
Magnus Yap and Simran Dhanda. The U14 team: (L-R in photo) Dave 
Eddy (Coach), Joshlee Bong (c), Andrew Fergusson, Mingke Peng, 
Suyash Poshakwale, Rohan Thawait.

CAPJ

For the U16 water polo team, yet again it has been a great year, 
breezing through the first two rounds under the strong leadership of 
our resident GB player – Matt Madden. 

In the final round they came up against the historically strong sides of 
Manchester and Haberdashers’. A valiant performance by all involved 
resulted in a placing of 5th in the national competition, with special 
mention to Herbert Harris who took captaincy in the absence of Matt 
Madden through injury. Still a young team, it shows there is a great future 
for KES polo. Well done boys!

Harry Divall

U16 water polo report

The U16 water polo team

This year Pat Maughan moved up a 
division from junior to intermediate and 
weighing in at 57kg he would compete 
in the U60kg category, which meant this 
competition would be a significant test. 

Pat’s competition started with a Bye (an 
automatic win) and a 15-second win in 
the second round. In the third round Pat 
dominated his opponent, with the bout going 
the distance Pat struck in the last 20-seconds 
for a maximum score knockout.

In the semi-final Pat met an opponent from 
the strong Harrow School squad (of the 14 
competitors in Pat’s pool four were Harrow 
boys). After a tense opening encounter Pat’s 
opponent resorted to aggression, Pat’s 
response of technique executed with violent 
speed led to another maximum score.

In the final, his competitor was a class act 
and although Pat held off his onslaught for 
two and a half minutes of the three minute 
fight, the superior fitness of his opponent 
finally told and Pat walked into a perfectly 
executed shoulder throw knockout. So Pat 
settled for silver for a successive year.

For most of us, the U18 competition has been the culmination of 
seven years of hard work and dedication to KES water polo, making 
us more driven to get a high placing in the National Finals. 

Unfortunately, in the group stages, we were up against the renowned 
water polo giants of Bolton and Manchester. Our first match saw a 
typical KES ‘slow start’ with a shaky performance against City of 
London (2-2). However, the team settled in the second game against 
Haberdashers’ School (5-1). Having said that, Hamish Scott’s audacious 
bounce shots over the bar and Patrick Charles’s missed shots made the 
game more nail-biting than it needed to be! 

After securing our place in the semi-finals, yet again we were up against 
Bolton School in a fiercely contested match. Josh Gain’s late entry into 
the pool had the huge impact on the game that we have all come to 
expect from him. Despite our best efforts and Matt Horsley’s frankly 
heroic saving attempts using his face, we narrowly lost 4-5. The third-
fourth playoff was again against City of London and we were resolute in 
our ambition for third place. Peter Shipway’s continuous swimming and 
George Sadler’s superb penalties secured our victory (5-2), which was a 
good reward for our hard work. 

I’d like to thank Hamish Scott, Matt Horsley, Josh Gain and Peter 
Shipway for your seven years of service and also Phil Powell and  
Hayley Bettinson for making our experience of the game so enjoyable.

Harry Divall

The U18 water polo team

The U14 Badminton team

The U16 Badminton team
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King Edward’s PE Assistant and 
England rugby player, Emily Scarratt, 
has had a huge impact on the recent 
Women’s Six Nations championship.

Emily had a fantastic tournament with 
highlights including scoring 20 points 
for England as they defeated Wales at 
Twickenham, gaining two ‘player of the 
match’ titles and earning her 50th cap.

The women’s team eventually finished 
second in the tournament, with their only 
loss against France. Emily is now looking 
forward to the Rugby World Cup, which 
is being held in Paris this summer.

The U14 sevens rugby team played in the Bromsgrove sevens tournament on Tuesday,  
4 March 2014 and ended up plate winners.

This was the first time this group of boys had ever played sevens competitively and after only 
concentrating on this version of the game since half term there had only been a handful of 
training sessions completed.

We lost our first game to Church Stretton school by one point despite scoring more tries than 
them; but went on to beat Fairfax 24-7, Lacon Childe 36-0 and most noticeably Bromsgrove 
52-0 in our final pool game. We progressed into the plate competition as we finished second in 
our group, and met Malvern College in the semi-final who we beat 28-7, finally beating Bishops 
Hereford 24-10 in the plate final.

Top scorer on the day was Alex Bartley with 12 tries and 12 conversions, with Harry Anfilogoff 
and Jack Thompson (c) also contributing significant points. A real squad performance throughout 
the afternoon from all the boys involved and they really deserved their silverware to finish off a 
tiring day’s work.

EBS

U14 sevens rugby

The U14 sevens rugby team

Emily Scarratt 
and the  
Women’s Six 
Nations

A special thanks to Chris 
Boardman whose photographs 
appear throughout this edition.


