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Inside...
KES wins National Maths Challenge for second year p4

Highest number of Oxbridge 
offers in more than a decade
Boys at King Edward’s School, Birmingham have received the 

highest number of offers from Oxford and Cambridge since 2002.

27 boys in total have received offers for entry in October 2016: 15 from 

Cambridge, another record, and 12 from Oxford. This brings the total 

number of offers received by boys at the school over the last six years  

to 125. 

The last time a higher number of offers were received was in 2002  

when 30 offers were made. This year’s offers range across 13 different 

courses including six for history, four for modern languages and three  

for medicine. 

“This is a generation of exceptional talent and these boys richly deserve 

this remarkable success,” said John Claughton, the Chief Master. 

“Oxford and Cambridge are world-class institutions and they attract the 

best talent from all round the world. The number of applications rises 

year on year so that it has never been harder to get an offer: for some 

courses there are a dozen applicants for every place. It could not be 

more competitive and gaining an offer requires not only ability and hard 

work, but real intellectual engagement – and great commitment and 

passion from our teachers, too. 

“We are particularly pleased that the boys have won offers across such 

a breadth of subjects: half of the offers are in Maths and Science, half  

in humanities subjects and that says a lot about the nature of this  

school and the education it provides. And this might just be further  

proof that the IB Diploma really is the best preparation for the very best 

universities. There won’t be many schools in this country that have  

a quarter of their pupils with Oxbridge offers.”
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Quartermaster-Sergeant Maurice Hobson. 

Died in Palestine on 23 April 1916, aged 27. 

Hobson was a schoolboy rugby player, later 

cricketer, representing Moseley Ashfield CC. 

He enlisted with the Worcester Regiment  

in 1914.

Reverend Captain Hatton Bertram St John 

De Vine. Killed by an exploding shell on  

27 April 1916, aged 34. After school, De Vine 

qualified as a solicitor before proceeding to 

Jesus College, Cambridge. He was ordained 

in 1913 and served as Curate at St Philip’s 

Cathedral, Birmingham, until the outbreak of 

war. Rev. De Vine was highly respected by 

officers and men: ‘His human kindliness and 

consideration, his unobtrusive familiarity with 

all ranks, made him beloved of all the men.’ 

Acting Captain Leslie Sands. Fatally 

wounded by machine-gun fire on the Ypres 

Salient on 28 April 1916, aged 24. Sands 

was an academic boy at school who also 

excelled on the sports field. He played first 

team rugby and cricket, broke the school 

record for throwing the cricket ball and was 

a proficient high-jumper. He performed in the 

school Greek play in 1911 alongside Tolkien, 

before going up to Oxford. On the outbreak of 

war he enlisted with the Lancashire Fusiliers, 

being promoted to Battalion Bombing Office 

in July 1915. 

AW

School news School news

A brief word from...

The Chief Master
‘A great many things keep happening, 

some of them good, some of them 

bad.’ So begins Gregory of Tours’ 

History of the Franks and I know what 

he means. 

The difference between Spokesman 

and The History of the Franks is that the 

former has made an editorial decision 

to deal only with the good things, and 

there is plenty to tell. I don’t want to 

change that editorial policy but I do want 

to mention one bad thing, at least for 

us, and that is the retirement of Richard 

Bridges after 38 years’ teaching. 

Richard’s greatest gift has been to  

teach and to challenge the very brightest 

mathematicians – and there have been 

some very bright boys in his classes  

over the years. However, he has 

also been a leader in the teaching of 

computer programming, a subject that 

has seen a few changes since 1978, 

a wizard of Cannon Hill cross-country, 

a stalwart of Choral Society and the 

doer of the hardest job in any school, 

Examinations Officer. 

However, there are good things, too, 

in the future and I do hope that we will 

meet in the coming term somewhere, 

not over the rainbow but at Symphony 

Hall or the Tolkien Lecture or the AP100 

Concert or, finally, Speech Day. I do 

hope that is good and not bad.

John Claughton 
Chief Master

The AP100 Campaign:  
the final countdown

Private Fred Sanders

Second Lieutenant Harold Bache

We had a record number attend this year’s 

Quiz Night which was held in Big School 

on 22 January.

Once more we submitted ourselves to the 

questions from Quiz Master, Nick Plotnek. 

Challenging and varied subject matter was 

given light relief at the meal break with an 

innovative identification round allowing 

the vegetable lovers amongst us to show 

off. This delayed supper very slightly but 

the selection of foods that committee 

members had worked so hard to coordinate 

and arrange was warmly received. 

On hand to keep the paper flowing, Mr 

Plotnek had the services of volunteer runners 

without whom the evening would not have run 

as smoothly. Parents, staff, Old Edwardians 

and Sixth Formers all enjoyed the evening 

and some even went home with a prize.

KESPA Quiz Night
We are now looking forward to the Family 

Barbecue and Fun Day to be held on  

26 June when everyone is very welcome.

Amy Thompson 

Honorary Secretary

In March 1916, the editorial team of 

the School magazine tried to keep up 

spirits by asserting that, despite the 

increasing roll of honour, ‘We will not 

be pessimists, but will suppose that the 

war will end sometime.’ The editor of the 

Old Edwardians Gazette ‘deplored the 

lengthening tale of inevitable casualties’, 

honouring those who had fallen and 

sending ‘to those bereaved deep and 

respectful sympathy.’ The following Old 

Edwardians all lost their lives between  

1 January and 30 April 1916. 

Private John Jenkins. Severely wounded 

by shrapnel on 6 January 1916, having had 

his shattered leg amputated he died of his 

wounds on 24 January, aged 20. Jenkins 

excelled on the sports field as a boy. After a 

spell as a student teacher for the Birmingham 

Education Committee, he joined the 

Birmingham Pals Battalion in 1914, winning 

the Battalion sports competition before 

leaving for France in November 1915.

Commemorating our war dead
Second Lieutenant Harold Bache. Killed 

by a German sniper while running to assist 

soldiers wounded in a shell blast near 

Sanctuary Wood on 16 February 1916, aged 

25. His body was never recovered. After 

graduating from Cambridge, Bache had 

represented Worcester at cricket and West 

Bromwich Albion at football. Harold’s brother, 

John, set up the Bache Memorial Fund in 

1919 which paid for a permanent memorial 

at King Edward’s School in the form of a cup 

awarded each year to the best sportsman. 

Lieutenant Donald McBean. Killed on  

15 March 1916, aged 29. Little is known of 

his death, and his body was never recovered. 

McBean enjoyed science at KES, winning a 

Warwickshire Cricket Club Major Scholarship 

to London University to study Chemistry, 

before becoming a schoolmaster at Brampton 

House School in Yorkshire. 

Lieutenant Norman Brearley. Killed in 

Mesopotamia on 17 April 1916, aged 22. 

On leaving KES, Brearley worked for the 

Birmingham Electricity Supply Department, 

where ‘his many qualities gained him lasting 

popularity’. In St Cyprian’s Church, Hay Mills, 

there is a family memorial to Norman and his 

brother, Arthur, also an OE, who was killed on 

Messines Ridge in 1917. 

Private Fred Sanders. Lost his life as a result 

of an action involving two other OEs, Captain 

Ehrhardt and Second Lieutenant Jacot. On 

the night of 17 April 1916, they were out 

together repairing damaged barbed wire 

when Sanders was hit by a sniper. Captain 

Ehrhardt went to his assistance, but was also 

shot. Second Lieut. Jacot and a Sergeant 

displayed great courage by ‘bringing in’ the 

two wounded men. Sanders died on 20 April 

1916 as a result of infection, Ehrhardt died 

after Armistice following several operations 

to remove bullet fragments lodged in his 

stomach. On leaving school, Sanders worked 

as a clerk for his father’s brass founding 

company in Birmingham. He enlisted with the 

Birmingham Pals in 1914 before leaving for 

France the following year.

As the new Development Director at 

KES, I arrive at an exciting and historic 

juncture in our fundraising campaign.

Thanks to the support of over 1,400 Old 

Edwardians, parents and other supporters 

– and the tireless enthusiasm of the Chief 

Master and my predecessor Simon Lerwill 

– the AP100 Campaign total now stands 

at £9.5m, with our goal of raising £10m to 

fund 100 Assisted Places by the summer 

in sight. 

As we hasten towards our target and 

in recognition of the Chief Master’s 

commitment to academia and social 

mobility, we have recently launched the 

Claughton Scholarship. The Scholarship, 

which forms part of the AP100 Campaign, 

will be awarded each year to the Assisted 

Place pupil who finishes highest in the 

entrance exam.

Thanks to the equal generosity of the 

Old Edwardians Association and the 

King Edward’s Foundation, all donations 

towards the Claughton Scholarship 

received before 31 May will be doubled, 

with £200,000 in matched funding 

available. Indeed, with Gift Aid a donation 

will be more than doubled: for instance, 

a gift of £50 will be worth £125, making 

an even bigger impact than usual. We are 

hopeful that with this added incentive, we 

will encourage additional support from 

across the School community.

To find out more about the AP100 

Campaign, Claughton Scholarship  

and matched funding visit:  

www.trust.kes.org.uk/ap100

Lindsey Mepham
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For the second year running a team of four 

boys from King Edward’s School has jointly 

won the National Final of the Senior Team 

Maths Challenge with a perfect score.

Over 1,000 school teams from across the 

UK took part in the competition and 86 went 

through to the National Finals, which were 

held at the Royal Horticultural Halls in London 

on Tuesday, 2 February 2016.

Academic news

Perfect score wins National Maths 
Competition for second year

Academic news

The winning team: (front row L-R) Dougie Dolleymore, Vidy Reddy, Jeremy Ho and Daniel Yue

(L-R) Aroun Kalyana, Arun Ramanathan 
and Matthew Kalirai

RSC Top of the Bench 2016

Schools’ 
Challenge

On Saturday 16 January, the KES team of 

Matthew Kalirai, Arun Ramanathan and 

Aroun Kalyana from Fifths, Fourths and 

UMs took part in the regional final of the 

Top of the Bench (TOTB) competition 2016. 

Arnav Kulkarni could not be present on the 

day, but had contributed to get the team 

through the initial round.

The TOTB competition is organised by the 

Royal Society of Chemistry and the regional 

final was held in the Chemistry Department at 

the University of Birmingham. The competition 

A nail biting two hours was filled with intensive matches, 

consisting of two heats and a final, where we played 

teams such as Edgbaston High School and KES Camp 

Hill. Diverse questions ranged from the titles of ‘Horrible 

Histories’ books to the year in which the next census will 

be held.

Team 1, consisting of Tom Allen (c), George Roberts, Nahom 

Lemma and Ben Wharton, was successful throughout the 

tournament, winning all their matches, two of them by more 

than 500 points. Team 2, consisting of Rishit Harsh (c), Anish 

Kalyana, Rohan Tandon and Akash Dubb, was unfortunately 

beaten in their first heat by just 10 points and lost their place in 

the competition.

The final came, with Team 1 facing the Girls’ School under the 

ever intimidating eye of Mr Claughton, whose presence always 

makes the team play worse, according to Miss Bubb. There, 

with around a 10 point gap between the teams throughout the 

game the room was thick with much tension and anticipation. 

We were so eager to answer the questions that the Chief 

Master suggested I should take a sedative to calm down my 

over-enthusiastic answering.

Apart from blurting out that George Osborne wrote Animal 

Farm and that the Scottish poet Robbie Burns was a darts 

player, blunders from both teams were luckily quite rare and 

Team 1 managed to overcome the Girls’ Team by a 90 point 

lead, thus securing a win in the regional competition. Now we 

will face King’s High School for Girls, Warwick in the next round  

of the contest.

Tom Allen

Last year the quiz team were pipped to the post by Camp Hill Boys’ 

School in the final, and so the team of Gabriel Wong, Daniel Yue, 

Raunak Jain and Rayan Kamal were quietly confident going into the 

2016 competition. 

All four team members were new to the quiz this year and so there was 

a little nervous energy being burned as they headed into the qualifying 

round at Haybridge High School. However the team emerged victorious 

with an impressive 82-47 win due to strong performances in the 

individual rounds in particular. 

The finals evening took place on 1 March at Camp Hill Boys’ School, 

but again they stepped into the unknown with a completely different 

format to the competition from previous years. Pitched against the top 

10 qualifying teams in the West Midlands, the boys competed in 12 

testing rounds, covering all manner of topics from ‘famous scientists’ 

and ‘mystery apparatus’ to moles calculations, balancing equations and 

chemical analysis. 

In the end, they finished in second place, just behind the eventual 

winners, but proud of their achievements. They were presented with 

illustrated scientific dictionaries, £10 vouchers and certificates.

JXP

WMCTC 
Chemistry Quiz 
runners-up

The team of Jeremy Ho and Vidy Reddy in 

Year 13, who also competed in and won the 

competition last year, and Daniel Yue and 

Dougie Dolleymore in Year 11 scored full 

marks to win the competition jointly with 

two other teams, from Ruthin School and 

Westminster School.

Tim Cross, Maths Teacher and coach of the 

team, said: “To win the National Finals of this 

competition with a perfect score last year was 

a fantastic accomplishment. To repeat that 

success this year and win the competition 

by answering every question correctly again 

is truly remarkable. I am immensely proud of 

these four boys.”

The Senior Team Maths Challenge is a 

national competition jointly organised by 

the United Kingdom Mathematics Trust and 

the Further Maths Support Programme and 

sponsored by Rolls-Royce plc.

consisted of two challenges: a test to assess 

the team’s factual knowledge and a practical 

and problem-solving skills session where  

the ability to work as a team was an  

essential factor. 

It was a closely fought final and the KES team 

finished 4th. Despite the disappointment, the 

use of the undergraduate lab has been an 

enriching experience for the boys and given 

them a flavour of university life.

CSA
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Sport Outreach is a chance for primary schools without access 

to pitches, courts and open spaces to experience new sports 

alongside free coaching from our resident KES and KEHS experts.

This term we have welcomed 275 KS2 children from primary schools 

around the city to enjoy the use of our Eastern Road sports facilities. 

Sports have included netball, rugby, hockey and even a Sports Relief 

charity event. We are looking forward to offering swimming, athletics 

and cricket in the summer.

This programme provides memorable opportunities for schools who 

would otherwise struggle to provide a breadth of sport and exercise 

for their pupils. For some children, just the opportunity to run around in 

lots of space is enough to give them a new experience – to learn a new 

sport too is invaluable.

SPD

Performing artsOutreach

Professor 
Robert 
Pascall

Robert Pascall, Honorary Professor at 

the University of Cambridge, visited 

King Edward’s on 23 February. 

Professor Pascall is one of the leading 

Brahms scholars, and a founder of the 

new critical edition of Brahms’s works. 

His illuminating talk, Brahms’s 4th: doubts, 

decisions, documents, was part of 

Symphony Orchestra’s preparation for the 

Choral and Orchestral Concerts, and was 

enjoyed by pupils, parents and staff.

MDL

Borcherds Shield 

Sport Outreach 

As part of our Outreach programme, we have enjoyed inviting 

talented primary school mathematicians from all over the city to 

our maths competitions which are now in their second year.

The competition is named after Richard Borcherds, a former pupil who 

won the Fields Medal, the maths equivalent of the Nobel Prize. Primary 

school pupils compete in teams of four, pitting their wits against some 

challenging questions written by boys from King Edward’s in the form of 

a crossnumber and high-energy relay.

The Year 6 competition was held in the autumn term with entries from 

more than 90 schools in eight heats with the top teams qualifying for 

the final, which was held after Christmas. St Peter’s C of E Primary 

School emerged victorious, narrowly beating Harborne Primary School, 

Stirchley Primary School and St Mary’s C of E Primary School into the 

minor places.

More recently the heats of the Year 4 competition have been taking 

place and will continue until April with the final to be held in the summer 

term. As always we have been impressed with the standard and it’s 

great to welcome so many enthusiastic and able mathematicians to  

our school.

LAR

The winners of the Year 6 competition: St Peter’s C of E Primary School

Shakespeare workshop
According to Julius Caesar ‘experience is the teacher of all 

things’ and that was exactly the concept behind the ‘Teaching 

Shakespeare in the Classroom’ workshop run by the 

Shakespeare Birthplace Trust for 50 primary school teachers  

in January.

The teachers were able to try their hand at calligraphy with quills, 

make pomanders, wax seals, puppets and writing blocks, and learn 

how to inspire a child’s appreciation of Shakespeare through drama. 

This is the second time we have hosted the workshop, which has 

been very popular with schools in the area.

SPD

Shells’ Drama  
Performance
Every Wednesday lunchtime an increasingly large and boisterous 

group of Shells meet in the drama studio for their Drama Club. 

It is Mrs Higgins’ job to marshal their noisy enthusiasm into a 

performance for their parents and friends!

The result was truly memorable. A series of scenes were linked together 

around the subject of the First World War. It opened in a normal pub, 

with the locals discussing the battles ahead from various different 

characters and viewpoints, and we then proceeded through moments 

such as the horror of Dulce et Decorum est and the humour of the 

famous Christmas truce.

Woven throughout were the boys’ own explorations of Old Edwardians 

who had died in the War and the play culminated in a moving rendition 

of part of the school song – fantastic creative input from the boys 

themselves. A superb performance and congratulations go to all 

involved… What’s next?!

MJB

Medea
We could not let John Claughton depart 

the school without some exploration of 

Greek drama, so Senior Dramatic Society 

turned their attention with trepidation to 

Euripides’ bloody tragedy Medea.

Telling the story of Medea, the wife of Jason 

(of ‘and the argonauts’ fame) who is cruelly 

jilted for a younger, richer woman and seeks 

the bloodiest and most hideous of revenges, 

was a tough challenge for the group. Using 

some of the ideas of theatre practitioner 

Steven Berkoff they aimed for an intense and 

physical drama that catapulted the audience 

into the frightening reality of the heroine’s 

horrific situation – and even worse solution.

Praise particularly to Immy Brown for her 

remarkable central performance – but with 

sterling and memorable support from Seamus 

Dunleavy as Jason, Raheem Humphreys and 

Omar Haroun.

MJB
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Wuthering 
Heights

Choral and 
Orchestral Concerts

The timeless love story of Catherine Earnshaw and the dark, 
vengeful Heathcliff was always going to be difficult to adapt to 
stage, but to tell 40 years and 300 pages of story in under three 
hours, was even harder.

Despite those stressful rehearsal moments where occasionally it 

seemed all hope was lost, rising from the ashes, a week before the 

opening night, came a performance unlike any other from King Edward’s 

School. Combining unique movement sequences and music inspired 

by both Frantic Assembly and the beautiful poems of Emily Bronte, 

the result was a riveting and moving spectacle that encapsulated the 

essence of the original novel.

This certainly could not have been accomplished without the 

perseverance and creativity of Mr Bartlett and Miss Proops. The show 

was also probably the most beautiful production staged in the Ruddock, 

with a set that truly brought a chunk of the Yorkshire moors to the 

stage. We should not forget the incredible support team of Pete Wheller, 

Richard Jones, Sarah Baghdadi and Mrs Babb, and the firm hand of 

Mrs Higgins without whom the play couldn’t have been what it was.

Though still exhausted from the process, and amid claims to never do  

a devised piece again, we can’t wait to see what is in store for next 

year’s Senior Production. We are certain that whatever it is, it will be 

worth the wait.

Chaneil Kular and Charlie Coombes Roberts 

On Sunday 6 March and Monday 7 March, the annual KES/KEHS 

Choral and Orchestral Concerts commemorated the centenary of 

the Battle of the Somme.

Choral Society sang Karl Jenkins’s The Armed Man: A Mass for Peace. 

This popular work draws on a range of texts and musical traditions.  

Mr Monks and Mr Fern created a unique interpretation, bringing 

together Jenkins’s music with the historical, social, and cultural  

contexts of the two schools in 1916.

Adelaide Yue was the soloist in Rachmaninov’s Rhapsody on a  

Theme of Paganini, and Symphony Orchestra performed Brahms’s 

Fourth Symphony.

MDL

Bassoon  
workshop

Margaret Cookhorn, principal contra-bassoon of the CBSO 

and recent concerto soloist at the BBC Promenade concerts, 

is working with the woodwind players of both KES and KEHS. 

On 28 January, she gave a workshop for the bassoonists of both 

schools, demonstrating to them the instrument, its tricks and 

capabilities, playing with them, and directing them as a choir  

of bassoonists.

MDL
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Natalia Piwowarska is a new recruit to 

the Royal Naval Section at our partner 

school, Selly Oak Trust School, and 

thus has a truly historic position as 

KES CCF’s first female cadet in  

110 years! 

Joint activities between the two schools 

have already included swimming, 

weapon training and shooting at KES 

as well as a visit to the FWW exhibition, 

while Selly Oak Section hosted KES 

cadets on their recent visit to RAF 

Shawbury for helicopter flights.

DHR

Congratulations to Cary 

Gilson who won this year’s 

House Shout with their 

rendition of Hold On, We’re 

Going Home by Drake.

A grand total of £544 was 

raised for Cot Fund from 

collections on the door of  

the event.

Some 65 present and past members of the Living History Group and guests enjoyed 

a Grand Feast and banquet. I would like to say we did it justice but even Joe with his 

gargantuan appetite was floundering at the end. It was a delight to see so many past 

members of the Group who, I am pleased to say, are flourishing in so many diverse 

and fun ways.

For those who think they could have met the challenge here is the menu, all cooked and 

presented in the late medieval style.

JPD

2016 is going to be another busy season 

for the Living History Group, including our 

very (very) last fortnight to be spent in the 

Danish Middle Ages Centre.

As part of our preparation for the 2016 

season we have already held two training 

days this term, including a noisy gunnery 

day. This was supervised by Martin Cross 

11 10 

The Grand  
and Final 
Christmas Feast 

the Senior Gunner of the American Civil War 

Society, and former pupil (a long time ago) of 

KE Aston. As a consequence we now have 

five enthusiastic gunners to man our two 

cannon. We have also fitted a new arm to the 

big trebuchet so that we can chuck cabbages 

further and faster at co-operative castles. The 

final project for the Group will be a nice big 

mangonel (a torsion powered siege engine).

Living History Group events 2016 

Chepstow Castle (siege), Cadw  

29 April-2 May

Prudhoe Castle (siege), English Heritage 

21-22 May

Tretower (medieval household), Cadw  

27-30 May

Tatton Medieval Fair (firepower display)  

17-19 June

International Medieval Congress  

Leeds University  

6-8 July

Dover Castle (siege), English Heritage  

12-14 August

Middelaldercentret Denmark  

16-28 August

Avoncroft Museum (medieval household) 

17-18 September

KES 
CCF’s 
first 
female 
cadet!

House 
Shout 
2016

Roast venison with sauce
Roast pork with currant sauce  

Gammon pie
Links sausage in red wine
Dates with minced ginger

Custard pie
Haggis

Soused pork
Roast chicken with anchovy and caper sauce

Baked fennel sausage
Pease pudding

Lob lolly
Liquorice sticks

Two grand salads
Cucumber salad
Carrot puree
Samphire

Radish and gherkin surprise
Fruit leathers: bullace, medlar and quince

Truckle Cheshire
Yarg
Brie

Fruit tarts
Three varieties of period apples

Going out with  
(another) BANG

We will be busy all around the country and 

above is a list of our current bookings. It is 

always a pleasure to see past and present 

pupils and their parents so if you are nearby 

do come and see us do our, very varied, stuff.

JPD
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Philosophy trips

Skiing in Switzerland

Who says there aren’t any trips with the 

IB? As a SL Philosopher, I’ve gone on two 

outings this term. 

On Friday 5 February everyone studying 

Philosophy in the Divisions travelled to Oxford 

for an ethics conference with Dr Peter Vardy. 

The conference began with an overview of 

(Christian) Situation Ethics before analysing 

the rather interesting topic of ‘Making 

Babies’. Dr Vardy examined the moral 

dilemmas in a couple opting for IVF before 

exploring the decisions which could lie in the 

future for us as selective abortion, genetic 

engineering and so-called ‘designer babies’ 

increasingly progress towards reality. 

Dr David Webster then spoke about 

Immanuel Kant – infamously hated by RS 

and Philosophy students alike for his rigidly 

rational ethical framework – and how we 

should all learn to love the philosopher. The 

first half of the day ended in a debate entitled 

‘This House believes that everybody has the 

right to a child!’ where we were invited to 

speak in front of the 400+ crowd and share 

our views. The discussion involved a number 

of speeches from KES and was a great  

way to listen to the viewpoints of similarly-

aged yet differently-minded pupils across  

the country.

Whilst some chose to spend the hour long 

lunch break in McDonald’s, those interested 

were lucky enough to be guided around 

Christ Church College by Old Edwardian 

Harrison Green, an undergraduate 

Mathematician at the college. Having been 

told before lunch in Dr Vardy’s worryingly 

serious voice to ‘reconvene for sex at two 

During February half term, 49 boys and six staff flew out to 

Switzerland for a week of skiing in the resorts of Wengen  

and Grindlewald.

We stayed in a lovely hotel on the shore of a lake and travelled to the 

ski slopes each day by coach and a charming mountain railway. We 

were lucky that there was already a considerable amount of snow and, 

indeed, it continued to snow, off and on, for most of the week. The 

boys were quickly divided into five groups and disappeared into the 

mountains with their instructors. It was cloudy for the first two days but, 

In February and March of most years 

we see the first leg of our two German 

exchanges, one for the Fourths and one 

for the Divisions.

At the end of February, seven pupils from 

Dorsten near Düsseldorf came to visit six of 

German 
exchanges
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Prior to the Christmas break Dr Cocksworth 

took half of Shell P on a trip to the  

Cadbury Research Library, University  

of Birmingham. 

The library is situated in the Muirhead Tower 

and is home to the Archives of the University; 

it consists of approximately 200,000 pre-1850 

books and four million manuscripts. Our task 

was to learn as much as possible about the 

relatively ancient Bibles stored in the research 

department. With only a single Friday 

afternoon to learn about the religious books, 

we knew that we would be pressed for time, 

but with help from the department specialists 

we engrossed ourselves in our learning. We 

spent half an hour reviewing and debating the 

content of the books and then observed the 

painstakingly slow process of preserving the 

oldest books. 

On our way to the labs we passed through 

the air, water and flame tight vaults used 

to store and protect the valuable religious 

artefacts. Inside the lab, one of the 

technicians demonstrated how each page 

has to be meticulously sprayed, washed and 

scraped before the books can be packed 

away in chemical free boxes. In contrast to 

modern day paper, vellum (which is chemical 

free) does not disintegrate when sprayed with 

water; furthermore the ink does not smudge. 

The preservation process was fascinating and 

I would like to thank Dr Cocksworth, Madame 

Esnault and the department for allowing us to 

review the remarkable collection. 

Ben Wharton

The 
Cadbury 
Research 
Library

Boys with Professor Davie at the University of Birmingham

our Fourths. After a day in school observing 

lessons, they visited Stratford, Coventry and 

of course Birmingham, where the Back to 

Backs turned out to be a hit. Of course they 

also got to spend plenty of time with their 

English exchange partners. The students very 

much enjoyed an evening at the Bowlplex 

Plaza followed by dinner at Frankie & 

Benny’s. And the visit to the Khanum Indian 

Restaurant was certainly an experience they 

will not forget.

The Divisions will be off to Lampertheim 

near Frankfurt in the week before the 

Easter holidays. Six boys will spend the 

week in a German company doing work 

experience. With Good Friday being a 

day where they won’t have to work, they 

should be able to get the full German 

Easter experience, too.

AXH

o’clock’, the day ended with a talk on Sexual 

Ethics which included references to Aquinas, 

Catholicism and Utilitarianism. Overall, the 

day was not only interesting as I was able 

to see concepts we had studied discussed 

and evaluated, but it was also invaluable as it 

gave us an insight into the depth of analysis 

needed for success at IB Philosophy and a 

glimpse at Oxford University itself, the target 

of many of our own applications in just a few 

months’ time.

Back in Birmingham, on Wednesday 2 March, 

six philosophers went to the University of 

Birmingham for a talk entitled The Changing 

Role of Religion in Public Life by Professor 

Grace Davie, a sociologist from Exeter 

University. Professor Davie’s seminar was 

extremely thought-provoking as she talked 

about the numerous factors leading to 

Britain’s current religious diversity. In addition, 

she explained how Europe’s increasingly 

secular mind-set stands in stark contrast to 

the global rise in religion, talked about the 

relationship between religion and mental 

health, and looked at the different ways 

religion is presented in local and national 

media. This was followed by a discussion 

in which we all participated, with the most 

interesting topics including how London is 

exceptionally religious despite being an urban 

beacon of secularity and how the rise of 

social media is impacting how we talk  

about faith.

Both trips were hugely enjoyable and 

extremely fecund – not even Momus himself 

could find fault with either of them!

Lokesh Jain

on day three, most of the groups ascended out of the cloud and were 

rewarded with sunshine and astonishing views of the world famous 

North Face of the Eiger. 

The boys made great progress in developing their skiing skills and many 

of the absolute beginners skied a couple of black runs at the end of the 

week. The evenings were packed with apres ski swimming, skating and 

bowling and everyone came back tired and happy. Next year we are off 

to Saalbach in Austria; applications are due in by Easter!

IJC
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New School 
Cricket 
Professional
KES has been extremely lucky to secure  

a fine replacement for the retired Dave 

Collins. Nathan Round started in 

September and is now fully involved 

delivering the schools winter training 

programme to all year groups and  

the 1st XI, in preparation for the 

forthcoming season. 

County  
Champions

After a successful end to the 15-a-side season which  

saw nearly a 70% win ratio after Christmas, and included 

1st XV wins over Bablake and Warwick 2nd XV, the boys have 

refocused on Rugby Sevens and, at the time of writing, have 

already made it to two competition semi-finals. 

The U16 team succumbed to eventual winners Denstone in 

the Adams’ Grammar School invitational sevens, while the U14 

team made it to the prestigious Solihull Sevens semi-final having 

defeated Bromsgrove by six tries to two en route. While a scratch 

1st VII struggled in a very strong group at Solihull they rediscovered 

En garde!

U16 Badminton

U14 Badminton

The U16 Badminton Team won the All Birmingham 

Championships (without losing a set), qualifying for the 

Midlands Regional Finals of the National Competition  

in March.

The team: Yifei Chen, Joshlee Bong, Ibraheem Malik,  

Mingke Peng and Hasan Rahman.

CAPJ

The U14 Badminton Team took second place in the All Birmingham 

Championships at Nechells, losing 2-3 to Fairfax School in the final. 

The closely fought match went down to the final game where KES 

lost 10-11.

The team: Rohan Thawait, Suyash Poshakwale, Varun Latthe, Emil Ali 

and Aadil Ali.

CAPJ

On Friday 4 December, three of us from the UMS went to a 

fencing competition at Cocks Moors Woods Fencing Club.

The purpose of this competition was not to thrash the competition 

to within an inch of their lives, it was to fence to the best of our 

ability using what we had been taught. After less than one term of 

training and this being the first competition, Hamza Zaman and 

Girik Aneja performed exceptionally well. Girik won two out of 

three fights and Hamza won one. I would like to thank Professor 

Northam for giving up his evening for us to compete.

Oliver Kletz

The U16 hockey team retained their county championship title after 

winning all four of their matches at the Warwickshire Championships.

The side beat Rugby School (3-1), Queensbridge (9-0), Princethorpe 

College (1-0) and Warwick School (5-3 after penalty strokes).

The side progresses to the Midlands Finals to be held on Friday 18 

March, just after Spokesman has gone to print.

MEJ

The U14 Bromsgrove Sevens Plate Winners

Rugby
their form from last year to defeat Shrewsbury in their final group 
game and are looking forward to the season ending King’s 
Worcester Tournament. 

The season ending Bromsgrove U14 Sevens Tournament features 
a host of top sides from around the Midlands and is always a well 
contested affair. This year, Mr Weaver’s U14 side lost narrowly 
to the hosts 12-7, but went on to record several comprehensive 
victories on their way to winning the final of the Plate Competition 
40-5 against King Edward’s Five Ways.

GPB

Nathan comes from the ‘Black Country’ 

and spent his formative years in the 

Worcestershire CCC system ending up on 

the professional staff from 2001-2004. He 

has coached and played in South Africa for 

five seasons and spent the last 10 years of 

his career in the Birmingham Premier League 

with Walsall CC, Old Hill CC and presently 

Kidderminster CC. 

Nathan is a convivial, outgoing character who 

has already formed a tremendous relationship 

with the School’s cricketers and we hope to 

see the results of his very knowledgeable 

coaching out in middle this summer.

LMR
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ESSA Finals
King Edward’s School U18 water polo 

team arrived in good time for a hard day’s 

competition at the ESSA Finals at Jason 

Kenny leisure centre in Bolton on 5 March 

2016, accompanied by coaches Hayley 

Bettinson and Phil Powell.

The draw dictated that we would play our  

first match against Trinity School, Croydon.  

At half time, thanks to a strong start, KES 

held a 2-1 lead due to two beautiful finishes 

from Isaac Hinchliffe. From the first whistle of 

the second half, team morale was higher than 

many King Edward’s players had experienced 

before. With solid defence, superb goalkeeping 

from Gus Iliff, and a sneaky goal towards the 

end of play, the match finished at KES 3, 

Trinity 1: a convincing victory over 

competitive opposition.

Our following match, versus Alleyn’s School, 

began as if KES were still thinking upon 

their previous victory – the scoreline showed 

with Alleyn’s up 2-1 at half time. However, 

after some remarkable displays of talent 

and chemistry from the youngest players in 

the team (George Davies and Felix Abbott 

Black), KES edged in front with a 4-3 lead 

and roughly a minute remaining. Then, 

in the blink of an eye, team captain Matt 

Madden somehow picked up a red card as 

well as a match ban, which enabled Alleyn’s 

to equalise. KES just about held their own 

amongst the confusion after the unexpected 

exclusion and the game ended with a tied  

4-4 scoreline.

The final match in the group stages ended 

in a draw between Trinity and Alleyn’s 

meaning that KES entered the play-offs first 

in their group, due to play Haberdashers’ 

Aske’s School. Despite the absence of their 

captain who was only permitted to watch 

from the viewing gallery, each of the 12 KES 

players put in an admirable performance. 

Unfortunately, almost every attempt at goal 

found the woodwork, rather than the net, 

resulting in KES losing their first match of  

the day.

However, King Edward’s were far from 

demoralised. The team were to play Alleyn’s 

once more in a fight for bronze, and King 

Edward’s were determined to leave Bolton 

and finish their coaches’ careers on a high. 

With the return of the captain, KES entirely 

controlled the game throughout. The team 

persevered though some scrappy play and 

Isaac Allen flicked in KES’s final goal which 

won the School 3rd place, and allowed the 

team to leave in good spirit, proud of their 

achievement and motivated for next year. A 

special thanks goes to all those who travelled 

to Bolton to support the team, including of 

course Mr Claughton, who yet again turned 

up for the team.

Finally, huge thanks from all the KES water 

polo community go to coaches Phil Powell 

and Hayley Bettinson, whose continuous 

dedication, encouragement and good-

The U18 water polo team: (L-R) Isaac Hinchliffe, Issac Allen, George Davies, Nathan Appanna, Herbie Harris, 
Angus Bradley, Matt Madden, Guglielmo Vecchio, Tom Garfield, Felix Abbott Black, Gus Iliff and Khrishan Kumar.

hearted natures have produced arguably the 

most successful sports club in the School. 

At the end of this year, the School will say 

goodbye to these two brilliant and inspiring 

coaches. Our team and our school owe 

them big time – they have bettered so many 

Edwardians’ school careers. Thank you, Phil 

and Hayley!

Matt Madden


