
Alps A8 yellow phone / GPS unit 
 
General principles 

 Please keep the phone switched on 24 hours a day during the tour, and keep it with you. We are depending 
on these phones to tell us where you are, and so we can contact you – and this only works if the phone is with 
you, and switched on! Don’t leave it in your room and carry your personal phone instead! 

 Avoid using data unless you are connected to wifi (at a hostel or maybe in a café) – otherwise you will use up 
all the credit. 

 Please don’t change any settings whatsoever, and don’t install new apps. We need the phones all to keep the 
same look for every user. 

 
Phone – exterior 

 There is a plastic screen protector – keep this on please! I will 
replace them periodically. 

 The charging socket, standard micro usb, is at the top – look for 
a tiny plastic tab to pull gently away from the unit. When 
charged, be sure to push this plastic back securely into place to 
maintain the waterproofness. On tour, we will provide an EU 
charger with a cable and two sockets in case you wish to charge 
two items at once. 

 The phone is waterproof (provided you firmly close the cover of 
the charging port) , and somewhat resistant to being dropped – 
but look after it anyway! A padded case is provided: please use it. The case has a Velcro strap which you can 
attach if you are wearing a belt. 

 
Phone – operation 

 To switch the phone on, press the upper of the two buttons along the left edge. 

 If the screen has gone off (screen saver), press the Home button to switch it back on again. 

 Slide the lock to the right on the screen to unlock the device. 

 If wearing winter gloves you will not be able to operate the screen. It is possible to buy gloves with a special 
coating which will operate screens. 

 Longest battery life is on lowest brightness setting. Press the Brightness app and choose a suitable setting – 
you may get away with 0% which does actually still have a light. 

 There is also a Keep Screen On app – run this and if it says Off, press so it says On, then press the home 
button. This will keep the screen permanently on if Memory Map or Magic Maps are on the screen. 

 GPS – this needs to be switched on and is usually left on all the time. To check, press the Home button, then 
pull down from the top of the screen and press the square button at top right. Check that GPS is lit up in blue, 
and if not, press it. 

 
Seeing where other users are 
All the yellow phones have an App which sends a signal every ten minutes to show where we all are. This 
obviously only works when the phone has signal, so the location may not be fully up-to-date. To look at the map 
of where all the phones are you need to use the browser (bottom right of the home screen). Click in the address 
bar and type followmee.com (note two letters e). You should find the browser will autocomplete this for you. You 
will then need to click menu-log on (CDB will provide the username and password to adults taking part). Then 
click menu-map. Finally click Phones and choose the group or adult whose location you need to know.  
 
Evernote 
This app contains all the route notes for the tour. Run the App and when it launches drag from the left of the 
screen. Click on Notebooks and then Cycle Tour Public. Then choose which of the notes you wish to read – there 
is a separate note for each day of the trip and some other headings too. 
 
The notes should be pre-installed and will not need an internet connection for viewing. 



Magic Maps for Android 
This is the app we use when abroad. Maps are available for Germany, Austria, Netherlands, Belgium, France, 
Spain and some others. We’ve also licenced West Midlands on MagicMaps so we can practice using it in the UK. 

 To show the map, press the MENU button, Settings, Custom Maps and click on the map for your region (eg 
West Midlands, Netherlands or Bavaria).  

 Press the Tours button and choose the route you want, then press Map to display the route – it appears as a 
red line. 

 You can zoom with the + or – buttons or with pinch and zoom 

 Press the cross hair at top left to centre map on your location – it will now stay centred as you travel. 

 To follow the route, press the arrow at the bottom left, which centres the map but also turns the map so that 
your direction of travel is always upwards on the screen. You will get a large icon on the map at each bend or 
turn, indicating the direction you should go. The distance you have left to go will be shown at the top. 
However, if the GPS has poor signal this feature becomes annoying. 

 It is possible to have a tone sound at each bend – it will also sound three times quickly if you are off route. 
This is only worth using once the phone has been outside for a while with the GPS on – if the GPS locator is 
lagging, then you’ll get lots of mis-leading tones! To switch it on or off, press Menu, then settings, then tick 
the box in Acoustic Warnings. 

If you stray 50 metres or more off the route, a large triangle with an exclamation mark appears, and on the top 
left ‘OFFSIDE’ and the distance you are off-route will be displayed.  

 
 
Locating a group using MagicMaps 
If you need to see where a group is on a cycle tour because they have phoned you, ask them to joggle the joystick 
on their GPS very slightly so as to show the extra line of digits (the white arrow pointer should be kept on top the 
black arrow position marker). They can read these digits to you. The datum is WGS84 and they will read 
something like: 
N 48°44.257' 
E 011°10.742' 
This can be entered into Magic Maps on a phone or tablet: 
Click Waypoints and the + button 
Type in the co-ordinates (you don't delete what is already there, just click in each box and start typing). Make sure 
you select N and E (or possibly W depending on the co-ordinates). Then click Save and finally click on the Map 
button which will show the new waypoint on the map. 
The location shown above is the centre of the old part of town in Neuburg an der Donau, Germany. 
 
Ring and text tones 
If you like, you may change the ring tone or incoming SMS tone, so that all the different yellow phones sound 
different. You will find that several hundred tones have already been installed for you to choose from. To do this 
click the Home button, then Menu-Settings-Audio Profiles. Click the settings icon next to ‘General’. You can then 
change the Voice Call Ringtone and the Default Notification Sound. 



 
Contacts 
The numbers of the other yellow school phones are already in the contacts list together with the accommodation. 
When we are abroad, the yellow phones are temporarily allocated a phone number in the country we are visiting, 
ie starting with +49 for Germany, +33 for France, +32 for Belgium, +31 for Netherlands. 
 
Keep screen on 
This App is designed to keep the screen permanently on whenever you are running MagicMaps Scout, or Memory 
Map. You can check that it is working by launching Scout or Memory-Map and after a couple of seconds you 
should see a little light bulb appearing in the notification bar at the top left. If this icon does not appear, you may 
need to switch the app on – click Home, Keep On, and click the On button so that it turns On and has a blue line 
under it. 
 
Other apps which have been installed for you 

 Chrome internet browser (but try to use this only when connected to wifi, otherwise you will use up the 
credit on the phone and have to pay!) 

 Brightness – a quick way to increase or decrease screen brightness 

 WeatherPro – get a high quality weather forecast. Try to use this only when connected to wifi to save on data 
charges. 

 Currency – to convert euros to pounds 

 Flash – click this once to switch on the light (it takes a second or so to work), and click again to switch it off 

 MemoryMap – for use in the UK only with OS maps. 

 Maps – this is the standard Google Maps app. However, please avoid using it unless you really need to since it 
will need the internet to access maps. 

 Camera – it works OK in good daylight but struggles on dark days. 

 Geography – this folder contains apps used by the KES Geography department and can be ignored on tour. 

 There is a Germany folder on the home screen which provides: 
o RomanticRoad – an app giving information about all the destinations you visit on the tour 
o Phrasebook – a very handy German phrasebook 
o Dictionary – a comprehensive German dictionary. You need to choose whether you are translating 

from German to English (it will say GER-ENG at the top right of the screen), or the other way around 
(ENG-GER). Tthere is a little black and green circle at the bottom left to change direction.  

o Trains is an app which will tell you train times 

 UK Co-ords is not needed – we use it in the UK to convert Lat-Long co-ordinates to OS Grid references. 
 
Settings and installing other apps 
Please do NOT install any other apps, or make any changes to ANY settings on these phones. All the phones 
have the same set-up and if you make changes, the next user will not now how to undo what you have done. 
SO PLEASE DO NOT MAKE ANY CHANGES OR INSTALL NEW APPS!!!! 
 
 


