
 

 

 

Registered Charity No. 529051 

Dear parents 
 

Ardèche 2018 – Canoeing and multi activity trip, 13-21 July 2018 
 

I am pleased to write with details of an 
exciting multi-activity trip to the Ardèche 
region in Southern France, in summer 
2018.  Activities will include kayak 
canoeing, rock climbing, a gorge walk and 
an exciting high ropes course. Groups of 
boys will stay in comfortable static 
caravans equipped with bunk beds. 
During the week we have an excursion 
day to visit a large colourful local market 
for souvenirs. At the end of our week we’ll 
have a chance to visit the fabulous Pont 
du Gard, a 2000 year-old bridge forming 
part of a 50 mile aqueduct providing water 
to the Roman city of Arles. We also plan 
visit the roman theatre in Orange, the best 
preserved example of a roman theatre in 
Europe. 
 

 
Paddling under the Pont D’Arc natural arch on the Ardèche 
river 

 
The highlight of the week will be the two and a half day open canoe expedition down the famous 
Ardèche gorge, riding a number of rapids en route and sleeping overnight under the stars on the sand 
near the river. We have done this trip many times and we have always been impressed with the 
professionalism of the river instructors who provide an exciting activity within excellent safety controls. 
 

 
Ropes Course 

The trip is managed for us by Ardèche 
Adventure. All instructors are qualified for their 
sport and very well briefed on safety. Activities 
are offered of course subject to change due to 
unavoidable circumstances such as the weather. 
 
With so much water activity during the week we 
require that boys will be able to swim 50 metres 
unaided (ie two confident lengths of the school 
pool without putting their feet down) – this will be 
tested in school. 
 



 

  

 
I intend for the group to fly out on Friday 
morning, 13 July and return on Saturday 21 July. 
Timing will be confirmed when we have secured 
flights. Local transfers will be via coach. There 
are places for 46 pupils on the visit, comprising 
23 boys each from Shell boys who joined the 
school in Sept 2016 and boys who join the 
school in Sept 2017. 
 

 
Pont du Gard Roman Aqueduct 

 
The trip will cost £950 including all flights, local transport, accommodation, meals, instruction, admission 
charges and insurance. Pocket money will be needed for souvenirs and snacks only. If you would like 
your son to take part, please pay the £300 deposit for the trip at www.schoolgateway.com. 
 

 
Negotiating rapids on the river 

We usually find that places on this 
trip are fully taken up after about 
three weeks. If you can't see the trip 
on the payments gateway, please tell 
me in an e-mail and if the trip is full I 
can put your son on the waiting list. 
 

 
I will write before the end of term to confirm that boys have a 
place and to tell you who else is going. You will have the option 
to withdraw from the trip and provided you do so before the end 
of term in July, we will refund your deposit in full. The conditions 
applying for our trips programme are at kes.org.uk/conditions. 
 
Photos and videos of previous Ardèche trips can be seen at 
kes.org.uk/ardeche 
 

 
Formation in Orgnac show 
cave 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Chris Boardman 

http://www.schoolgateway.com/

