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Dear parents 

Pied Piper Cycle Tour, Germany 
28 July – 6 August 2018 

 

Cycle touring is a superb experience! Annually KES puts on a cycle tour and next summer’s tour shall be in 
Germany. The tour provides a challenge, a lot of fun and a chance to see some of the famous land marks in 

the area. Newcomers to cycle touring are especially welcome – experience has shown that Shell boys are 
entirely capable of completing the tour, with 20 or so Shell boys forming part of our tour group each year. 
Parents, too, are welcome to join us if they wish, and ride half the days with their sons and half the days with 
other groups from our party. 
 

Our route encircles Hannover in Northern Germany, though not visiting the city. Each night is spent in a 
different location, most of which are beautiful medieval cities with half-timbered houses similar to the most 
attractive houses in Stratford-upon-Avon. Several locations are World Heritage Sites. One night will be spent 
in the city of Hameln where the Pied Piper myth comes from. For an idea of the locations and the nature of 
the cycling please look at the slide show at kes.org.uk/piedpipershow 
 

Each day we divide into small groups, with perhaps 4 pupils and 3 adults per group. The terrain is very flat 
indeed for the first three days, with daily distances of about 40 miles. Thereafter there are mild hills, but still 
very achievable. On most days longer alternative routes are provided for older pupils and parents wanting a 
challenge. Given the very flat terrain, longer routes are also a possibility for ambitious younger boys, but with 
shorter options also available.  
 

Accommodation will be in a mixture of youth hostels and hotels. During our tour we will be self-sufficient – 
each cyclist will carry the basic equipment /clothing required for the week. The school will provide a brightly 
coloured cycle shirt, panniers (cycle bags to store your kit) and a fluorescent waterproof. Boys will need a 
suitable bike. Many choose to buy a bike specifically for the trip, which will last them for a couple more years’ 
happy riding thereafter. We will provide some affordable suggestions for bikes in the detailed information 

pack. In addition the school has 15 high-quality bikes available for a nominal fee for younger boys to borrow 
for the seven months from January to August. The link for you to reserve a bike is at kes.org.uk/bikeloan. 
 
Given the many route options on offer, this tour is open to boys of all ages in the school. It is achievable, but 
of course challenging. Children who live an active lifestyle with plenty of sport, running, and riding their bikes 
will have no trouble. We will assess boys’ confidence and fitness on the practice rides. 

 
In addition, a free Bikeability course will be offered for boys to learn safe riding skills on roads. It is a one-day 
course and will likely be available on two dates during the autumn half term holiday. 
 
We will hold two short practice rides of 15 miles on 1 and 15 October and boys who have not toured with us 
before are required take part in one of these. There will be a compulsory 30-mile practice day on Sunday 29 

April 2018 which will cover cycling technique, and serves also to ensure that the pannier system and bike 
work well.  
 
Older pupils (in the Upper Middles and above) have the option of riding independently of the adults for most 
of the route. For pupils new to independent riding there will be a compulsory training event on Saturday 14 

April.  
 
KES cycle tours are accompanied by some parents – about a third of the children taking part have a parent on 
tour. If you are interested in joining us, please do get in touch. That said, boys are equally welcome to come 
unaccompanied by parents. 



  

 
The tour will cost approx £1060 including flights, coaches, lorry for bikes, accommodation, food, swimming, 
admittance to places of interest and travel insurance. The final price will depend on the cost of flights and 

lorry transport which will be booked in the autumn. If you would like your son to be considered for a place on 
the tour, please send in a deposit following the instructions below. If you have any queries, please get in 
touch.  
 
A slide show with more explanation of next year’s tour can be seen at kes.org.uk/piedpipershow 
The video of a previous tour can be viewed at kes.org.uk/tourvideo2017 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
C D Boardman 
 
 
To register for a place on tour, and to tell us which practice date you will attend, 
please go to www.schoolgateway.com. The last date for applications to be received online is 

Wed 18 October or Wed 4 October if paying by cheque. The deposit payable now is £300. 
 
If a parent wishes to take part, they will also need to pay a deposit via the school gateway. 
 
If you prefer to pay by cash or cheque, please hand in a letter at the black box in reception, in an envelope 

addressed to ‘Finance Office’. Your letter needs to state: 
• Pied Piper Cycle Tour 
• Your son’s name and form 
• Permission for your son to take part 

• The date(s) of the practice rides (1 or 15 Oct) which your son will attend, if he is new to touring with 
us 

Cheques should be made payable to KES TRIPS. If you wish to pay by cash, please inform the receptionist so 
that the finance office can provide you with a receipt. 
 

Terms and conditions for our school trips are at kes.org.uk/conditions. 
 

http://www.schoolgateway.com/
http://kes.org.uk/conditions.html

