
 

 

 

Registered Charity No. 529051 

Dear parents, 
 

Lapland Adventure, 16-22 February 2019 
 
Finnish Lapland provides a remarkable week of adventure and we plan to 
return to Lapland in February 2019. Please visit kes.org.uk/laplandshow to 
see a slide show of the activities, or kes.org.uk/laplandvideo to see the 
video of one of our trips. 
 
We operate this trip every two years, so the next trip after this one will be 
in 2021. During the same February half term holiday, the school has a ski 
trip every year and letters about that will be sent out in a few weeks’ time. 
 
We fly to Helsinki and then take a second flight to Ivalo, the most northerly 
airport in Finland. We then drive an hour or so to our hostel which provides 
warmth and comfort in the wilderness. Lapland is within the arctic circle 
and temperatures for about five months of the year are below freezing. 
The Vasatokka youth centre is situated next to a large river and frozen 
lake providing a great view.  
 
A highlight of the week will be a visit to a remote husky farm. Here we’ll be 
able to pet the huskies and help harness them to the sleds. Then we’ll all have an hour-long husky sled 
ride with boys taking turns to be the driver or the passenger of the sled. It is a fantastic experience and 
everyone will want to take photos of the remarkable animals. 
 
On another day we’ll visit a reindeer farm. Petri the reindeer herder lives here with his family and we can 
see how his reindeer shoes and seal-skin hat keep him warm for his work. We’ll all try lassoing some 
antlers and then we’ll head out into the wilderness in a sled pulled by a snowmobile to find the reindeer 
herd. Petri appears in the BBC documentary “Reindeer Family & Me” on BBC iPlayer. 
 
One day will be about winter survival skills. We’ll build a shelter made of snow and light a fire which we’ll 
use to cook lunch. Then we will make a small hole in the ice in a frozen lake and try our luck at tempting 
the local fish. We’ll also learn to use GPS equipment for navigation in the woods. 
 
A traditional Sami shelter is called a Laavu – a lean-to tent. We’ll build one of these using canvas and 
wooden poles one morning and that afternoon we’ll hold our own winter Olympics. We’ll try kick-sleds – 
a simple but highly enjoyable sledge which provides for a driver and a passenger. There will be a curling 



 

  

contest and tandem cross-country ski competition. And since it is the winter, we’ll obviously have to 
have a snow-ball battle! 
 
The Sami people live in Lapland across Scandinavia and on one day we’ll stop to see the excellent 
SIIDA museum which tells the story of the Sami. We’ll also visit a souvenir shop which has proved 

highly popular on our previous trips.  
 
The Aurora Borealis (Northern Lights) are often 
visible in Lapland and during our six night stay we 
hope we may see them. It is very much 
dependent on how much cloud cover there is, so 
there can be no guarantees. We’ll hold some 
training sessions in school for boys to experiment 
with their cameras and learn how to take night 
photos. We’ll also provide a tripod for pairs of 
boys to share. 
 

Boys from the Shells, Rems and UMs are invited to take part. The cost for will be £1550 and includes 
flights to Helsinki and Ivalo, coach travel in the UK and Finland, all meals and activities and travel 
insurance. Holidays in Lapland are expensive, so to help we will loan each boy a large amount of winter 
clothing and equipment free of charge – you’ll really just need to bring standard UK warm clothing such 
as fleece tops, thermal underwear and your choice of a warm hat – trapper-style hats are very popular! 
 
The hotel provides a thermal overall and boots for everyone. The 
school will provide a down waist coat, thermal balaclava, neck warmer, 
gloves, very warm mittens and wool socks. Snow shoes and cross-
country skis are included and we’ll provide a tripod to share (for ease 
of packing) per pair of boys for night-time photography. 
 
If you’d like your son to take part, please pay the deposit at 
www.schoolgateway.com. Terms and conditions for all our school trips 
can be found at kes.org.uk/conditions. If you have any queries about 
the Lapland trip, please get in touch – and don’t forget to take a look at 
the slideshow or video at kes.org.uk/lapland.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Chris Boardman 

 

http://www.schoolgateway.com/

