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Dear parents 
School visits for boys in the Shell year group 

 
I am writing to introduce our programme of school visits in which Shell boys are invited to take part: 

Dates Location / Itinerary Projected cost 

Mon 25 Sep Shell A, Shell C London Trip £30 

Sun 1 Oct Cycle practice half-day: Shustoke Free 

Mon 2 Oct Shell F, Shell J London Trip £30 

Mon 9 Oct Shell M, Shell P London Trip £30 

Sun 15 Oct Cycle practice half-day: Wombourne  Free 

Autumn half term Bikeability course level 2 or 3 Free 

Sun 5 Nov Hill walking day: Church Stretton £15 

Sun 19 Nov Hill walking day: Stiperstones £15 

19-21 Jan Hill walking weekend: Lake District * £130 

12-16 Feb Creative writing week in Wales TBA 

23-25 March Hill walking & caving weekend, Yorkshire Dales * £130 

Sun 29 Apr Cycle tour training day for new riders * Free 

18-22 June Shell form camps (3 days per class) * £145 

20-22 Apr Rock climbing weekend * £145 

July History department day trip £20 

13-21 July Ardèche adventure, France £925 

28 Jul - 6 Aug Pied Piper Cycle Tour, Germany £980 

16-23 Feb 2019 Ski Trip * £1100 approx 

16-22 Feb 2019 Lapland Trip * £1600 approx 

 
Also: Alternate Mondays and Tuesdays: Climbing at University of Birmingham Climbing Wall, approx £10 
Living History: Dates to be announced, approx £10 per day 
 
Letters and reply slips for some trips are already available at kes.org.uk/letters. Letters for trips marked with an 
asterisk will be published later – please don’t apply for the asterisked trips just yet. Other trips, such as the ski trip, 
are available for pupils from different year groups: the list above comprises the trips available for boys in the 
Shells. 
 
Equipment available for free loan 
The school has an extensive stock of outdoor activities equipment which boys may access free of charge for use 
on school trips. Items which Shell boys might need include waterproof jackets, over-trousers and walking boots. In 
return we ask that boys remember to collect equipment and to return it clean and dry, when the store is open on 
Monday lunchtimes. There is no need to e-mail to reserve equipment – boys should just go to the CCF building on 
the Monday before their trip if they need something. 
 
Risk management 
As you would expect, the school conducts a detailed risk assessment for the whole of the outdoor activities 
programme. Adventurous activities are always led by staff or instructors holding an appropriate National 
Governing Body qualification.  
 
  



 

 

How to apply for trips 
Letters and reply slips for some trips are on the website at kes.org.uk/letters. When letters become available for 
the remaining trips I will send you an e-mail to let you know. Please note that if your son is interested in the cycle 
tour, he must attend at least one of the practice rides in October. 
 
Looking ahead 
Over the coming months a full list of trips for 2017-2019 will be published at kes.org.uk/tripdates. In February 2019 
boys in the current Shells will be able to take part in the school ski trip or our adventure week in Finnish Lapland. 
These are significant trips and so letters about them will be published a year in advance. 
 
Consent forms / signing up for a trip 
The school does not use printed consent forms for trips in the UK. Rather, you should sign up for the trip via 
www.schoolgateway.com, where you will need to tick a box giving consent for the trip. When your son joined the 
school you completed a form providing his medical and dietary needs which we store on our SIMS database. We 
rely on the information on that database for our school visits programme. If your son’s medical history or dietary 
needs change, or if your contact details change, please tell the school office straight away at office@kes.org.uk. If 
those changes happen less than two weeks before a trip, please also send a separate note to the teacher in 
charge of the trip. 
 
Cancellation of a place, and insurance cover 
Should you need to cancel your son’s place on a school trip, please let us know as soon as possible. Trips are run 
on a not-for-profit basis and we have to make commitments for transport, accommodation, instructors and 
equipment. Where possible we will refund monies you have paid for a trip – particularly if we are able to find 
another child to take your son’s place. Even then, it is possible that there will be a small cost involved in changing 
the name on a flight ticket for a trip abroad. 
 
For our trips abroad which involve greater expense, we will formally offer your son a place, and will list the names 
of other boys taking part. Provided that you notify us that your son does not wish to take part within four weeks of 
receiving our offer of a place on a trip abroad, we will refund your deposit in full. Thereafter, refunds will depend on 
the circumstances listed above. 
 
All our school visits are covered by our travel insurance policy. If your son is ill or injured during a trip, his 
treatment is covered by the insurance. Equally, if your son has to cancel his place on a trip prior to departure as a 
result of illness or injury, it is possible for you to claim back all the money you have paid for that trip. You will need 
to complete an insurance claim form, and a doctor will need to complete part of the form. 
 
I do hope that your son will be interested in taking part in one of these trips. If you have any queries, please get in 
touch. 
 
With kind regards, 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
C D Boardman 
Safety Co-ordinator (including eSafety and Trips), Head of Computing 

http://www.schoolgateway.com/
mailto:office@kes.org.uk

