
 Shell camping trips 2018 
Shell F,M,P: Mon-Wed, 18-20 June  Shell A,C,J: Wed-Fri, 20-22 June 

 
This letter gives details about the two night camp which your son’s form will be going on. We will be staying at Beaudesert 
Camp Site, Cannock Wood, Rugeley, Staffs WS15 4JJ. In addition to camping and cooking their own meals, boys will take 
part in the following activities: abseiling, orienteering, archery, coracle boating, a zip-line, pedal (not powered) carts, cooking 
on a camp fire, team initiative challenges and games. All adventure activities will be led by qualified instructors, and the 
technical equipment such as harnesses, helmets and buoyancy aids are all provided. Your son need only bring sensible 
clothes and a sleeping bag (see list overleaf).  
 
Cost The cost of the trip is £150. Please make payment and give consent via www.schoolgateway.com.  
 

Attendance We expect that all boys will take part in this school visit. If attendance might be an issue for your son, please 
contact your son’s form teacher. 
 

Itinerary Boys should come to school on the departure day in the clothes they will travel in (not school uniform). We will 
register at 8:45am in form rooms and depart at approx 9:00. The journey to the camp site takes about an hour.  
 

Boys will be in groups of 2 or 3 in tents, and groups of about 10 for activities. Boys have the option of bringing their own tent, 
in which case they MUST have practised putting it up at home.  
 

Return to school We will get back to school at approx 3pm on the final day. Boys will be expected to help unload tents, 
stoves and other equipment into the outdoor activities store before leaving, so no boy should leave school until the group 
has been dismissed by the staff – this is likely to be approx. 3:30. Parents are asked to collect their sons from school 
rather than tired boys attempting to travel home on public transport with a heavy kit bag. If boys need to remain at 
school for a while before you are able to collect them, they may do so, although we do not provide direct supervision.  
 

Boys will be cooking their two evening meals in their tent groups. Boys are expected to plan a menu in their tent groups, 
which should be shown to their form teacher in advance. Boys are then responsible for purchasing the required food at home 
and bringing it with them. Bear in mind that there is no oven, and groups have a single cooking stove, with 2 pans and 1 
frying pan. Simple foods are easiest! Please pack perishable foods separately, so these can be stored in a fridge without 
taking up all the available room. A separate sheet will be provided with plenty of ideas for menu planning, which your son will 
bring home a week or two before the camp (copies are also on the website at kes.org.uk/letters). Boys will have an 
opportunity with their form to practice cooking on a Friday afternoon in advance of their camp, but it would be very helpful if 
they could practice preparing the specific meals for camp, with a parent at home in advance. 
 

Boys have the option of cooking their own food for the first day’s breakfast if they wish. Coffee, tea, hot chocolate, 
sugar, breakfast cereals, toast, orange squash and milk will all be provided centrally, so boys are not required to cook 
breakfast if they don’t wish to. Lunch on both days will be provided centrally. 
 

The site has a washroom for pupils, with toilets, hand basins, hot and cold water, and showers. Boys are welcome to take 
showers whenever they like during free time. Boys are expected to take a shower following the coracles session. 
 

Contacting us when on camp If parents need to contact us for an urgent reason during the trip, the easiest way is to text Mr 
Boardman on 07721 387 621 (note: mobile coverage is weak at the site, so a text may work better than a call). The camp site 
phone number in emergency is 01785 813407 – but please don’t call to ask if your son has arrived safely! With up to 135 
KES children and staff on the site and plenty of activities going on, calls need to be kept to an absolute minimum. 
 

Boys are NOT ALLOWED to bring mobile phones on this trip. We consider that there is much benefit to boys in learning 
to cope without a phone for three days. Nor will boys need phones for their journey home, since parents are asked to collect 
boys directly from school.  
 
Your details Last summer you provided us with your contact numbers and your son’s medical and dietary needs. If these 
have changed, please make sure that the school office has been informed at least a fortnight before we depart. 



Clothing list 

You will need to bring the following equipment. If you have any problems with this list, please ask in advance. You should 
not bring valuable, new or treasured items which you would regret damaging, getting muddy or losing. You should 
pack your things in a holdall. Pack the sleeping bag in a separate bin liner or plastic bag, and bring spare string to tie up the 
sleeping bag on last day. Remember to put your name on everything. Two spare plastic bags are also useful to put muddy 
clothes and boots in. Try to avoid buying items specially for this trip unless you are sure you will use them again in the future. 
Boys will be spending almost all their time outdoors, so please pack plenty of warm clothes and changes of clothes. 
 
In addition to the clothes your son wears on the morning of departure, please pack the following: 
 
Medium sized holdall without wheels (wheeled bags are bigger and heavier and will not fit in the tents) 
Waterproof Coat: this must be waterproof. Boys can collect a school waterproof on the day we go if they need one. 
Gloves & woolly hat: IMPORTANT – it can feel very cold when you are outdoors all day, even in summer. 
TWO fleece tops or jumpers. 
2 T-shirts 
2 pairs of shorts 
2 pairs of long trousers, preferably tracksuit bottoms. 
A pair of jeans may be useful for one of the games we play. 
2 pairs of underpants 
2 pairs of socks 
Sun cream – essential  
Sun hat – essential  
Insect repellent 
Trainers – 2 pairs, one for wet activities and one for dry. Crocs and sandles are not allowed for the coracle boating session – 
you have to bring a pair of trainers to get wet for this activity. 
Sandals – if your son has a good pair of sandals with straps all around, these would be very handy. 
Wellington boots, if you have a pair; but don’t worry if you don’t have them. 
Sleeping bag in a stuff sack. We can loan these on request at the campsite if you don’t have one. 
Camping mat if you have one. We have plenty of these to lend out. There is no need to ask for these in advance since we 
will have lots available at the campsite. 
Food, as per your agreed menu. Read the menu planning sheet on how to pack your food in two named bags, one for 
perishables such as meat and cheese, and one for non perishables such as drinks, pasta and bread. 
Plastic plate (or two); plastic mug; plastic bowl. Put your name on these. 
Cutlery, which must be metal, not plastic, since the plastic ones melt when stiring food 
Plastic water bottle (boys can refill freely with orange squash at any time) 
Towel 
Soap, toothbrush, toothpaste 
Torch 
Watch (if you have one, but don’t bring an expensive one and don’t buy one specially) 
Small rucksack or shoulder bag to carry coat and drink to activities. 
Personal medication, if required, such as asthma medication. Don’t bring generic medicines such as paracetamol. 
 
Optional: 
Tent, if you have your own and wish to bring it. Make sure you know how to put it up.  
Book or game – we provide footballs and cricket equipment together with other play equipment. Some boys may wish to 
bring a book to read or a card game (not an electronic game) 
 
Please don't bring 
Pocket knives – please do not bring pocket knives of any kind or sharp kife 
Pocket money – please do not bring any money 
Sweets, crisps – please do not bring sweets, crisps, fizzy drinks etc. We will provide plenty of food. 
Mobile phones, tablets, portable televisions, electronic games, music players and other electronic devices are not allowed.  


