
Example Summer School  
timetable and activities 

During the Summer School, pupils will be divided into groups and rotated through 
the various activities. The following example timetable is for one group; the others 
will do the same activities but at different times, in order to accommodate the large 
number of children and make sure they can get the most out of each activity. 
Sessions may be subject to rescheduling depending on the weather.  

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

8.30-8.45am Arrival at KES 

8.45-9.15am Pod time with mentors 

9.15-9.30am Assembly 

9.30-10.30am Beekeeping at  
Winterbourne  

Gardens 

Horticulture at  
Winterbourne  

Gardens 

Debating 

10.40-11.40am Slings and arrows Fire Microscopes 

11.50am-
12.50pm 

Sport Online Learning Writing newspaper  
articles 

12.50-1.50pm Lunch 

1.50-2.50pm Pond-dipping Stonehenge Sport 

3.00-4.00pm Crime scene  
investigation 

Suspect  
interviews 

Exploring air, fire and  
water 

4.15-5.30pm Mentor cabaret for all After school care Guest speaker and prize 
giving 

5.30-6.00pm After school care 

Example timetable 



Introduction to beekeeping  
The team at Winterbourne Botanic Gardens at the University of Birmingham will introduce the pupils to the 
basics of bees and their contribution to the ecosystem.  
 
Crime scene investigation  
Stop Press! The KES trophies have been stolen! Pupils will investigate the crime scene and extract the key 
clues they will need to solve this heinous crime. 
 
Pond-dipping  
Pupils will enjoy fishing out their own organisms from the school pond and using keys to identify them. They 
may discover a newt or two and who knows what else!  
 
Slings and arrows  
Using some big, noisy machines, the pupils will be looking at the physics, engineering and mathematics 
behind historical siege weaponry. It will conclude with a rubber-powered siege machine competition.  
 
Mentor cabaret  
Pupils will get to know the pod mentors better by watching them perform their talent. From card tricks and 
musical instruments to rapping and joke-telling! 
 
Fire  
This workshop looks into how fire is created in a scientific laboratory, what is needed to keep a fire burning 
and the safety procedures required. There will be the chance for pupils to make their own fire!  
 
Suspect interviews  
The trail of the terrible trophy thief continues. Pupils will develop their communication skills by interviewing 
some of the key witnesses to the crime. 
 
Horticulture  
The staff at Winterbourne Botanic Gardens at the University of Birmingham will give the children a hands-on 
introduction to horticulture and the orchid house.  
 
Stonehenge  
Pupils will assess eight potential explanations for how the massive sarsen stones at Stonehenge were moved 
and installed. They will be using small wooden models to help understand the ideas upon which they were 
based, especially the concepts of friction, gravity and the use of levers.  
 
Online learning  
An introduction to the online learning environment developed by The Schools of King Edward VI in 
Birmingham.  
 
Air, wind and fire 
This workshop will explore the part played by the three elements in the history of man, from the coracle to the 
steam engine.  
 
Newspaper writing  
The time has come to write the front page and identify the trophy thief. Whodunnit?  
 
Microscopes  
This workshop looks at microscopic organisms and how we can now look at them with the help of 
microscopes, a great scientific invention.  
 
Debating  
Pupils will hone skills in a series of debates run by the summer school mentors. 

 

Session descriptions 
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