
 

Dear Parent / Guardian, 
    
 

German Exchange 2019 to Hamburg 
 
 
I am pleased to inform you that your son will have the exciting opportunity to 
participate in the German Exchange programme organised by Dr Blain at KEHS 
this year. The partner school is the Gymnasium Oldenfelde in Rahlstedt, a leafy 
suburb to the east of Hamburg in Northern Germany. The school is an academic, 
mixed grammar school, and Rahlstedt has the benefits of a small-town feel (86 
000 inhabitants) while at the same time being very close to Germany’s second 
largest city. We hope that as many students as possible will take advantage of 
this wonderful opportunity to immerse themselves in German life with the 
obvious linguistic and social benefits. 
 
The trip is open to all current Fourths and Divisions studying German. The 
boys and girls will be going to Germany in the summer term. We are 
planning to leave on Wednesday 19th June and to return late evening on 
Sunday 23rd June 2019, and will almost certainly be flying from 
Birmingham to Hamburg. The exact details and prices will be confirmed with 
the airline once we have a list of participants.  
 
Accommodation will be in carefully selected and recommended families of pupils 
from the Gymnasium Oldenfelde, who will also provide meals. The school has a 
great deal of experience in running annual exchanges with France, Spain, Italy 
and the USA, so students and parents are used to welcoming pupils in their 
homes. As this is an exchange trip it is expected that families of boys taking 
part are also willing to accommodate their German exchange partners. The 
German exchange pupils will be with us from Monday 25th February to Friday 
29th February or Monday 4th March to Friday 8th March or Monday 12th March 
to Friday 16th March 2019 (the exact dates have yet to be confirmed with the 
school). In accordance with the DfE guidelines on safeguarding, we will need to 
carry out DBS and identity checks for anyone aged 16 and over in the KES host 
family. Please be aware that this is a time-consuming process which will need to 
be completed in the winter to allow for DBS certificates to be returned. I will 
send more detailed information nearer the time. We will also be putting 
measures into place on the German side to ensure our boys are similarly 
safeguarded for the duration of the trip.  
 
 
 
 



 

The exchange is designed to give your son an opportunity to practise his 
language skills and give him an insight into German life and culture. In addition 
to spending time in the family, the programme includes some lessons in the host 
school, and a number of excursions and activities in the local area as well as 
visiting the many attractions Hamburg has to offer, including a boat tour of the 
port and canals and a tour round the Speicherstadt, the restored warehouse 
district of the city which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. We also plan to travel 
to Lübeck, a charming city which is more than a thousand years old, and to the 
Baltic Sea coast. 
 
It is always difficult to speculate in advance about the price of flights, but it is 
much more convenient to fly directly from Birmingham and this will also 
maximise our time in Germany. At this stage, I would not anticipate that the cost 
of the exchange will be more than £450. Included in this price will be return 
flights, travel within Germany and entrance fees to the various attractions we 
will be visiting. 
 
The German teachers in our partner school are aware that your son will only 
have been studying German for two to four years at the time of the trip, and 
families will be making every effort to encourage and support your son with her 
language skills. The exchange trip will certainly help your son to become more 
confident in his Listening and Speaking skills as he will be exposed to the 
language in an authentic setting during the trip. 
 
To register your interest and secure a place for your son, please fill in the 
attached form and make an initial payment by a cheque made payable to 
“KES Trips” of £150.. Please ensure the cheque has your son’s name, form 
and “German Exchange” on the reverse. The cheque should be placed in the 
black box in reception. The deadline for trip applications is Friday 9th 
November 2018. 
 
Should you have any queries about the trip, Dr Blain from KEHS will be very 
pleased to provide more detailed information. Her email address is: 
Sb4@kehsmail.co.uk 
 
With best wishes, 
 
 
 
Miss Anneliese Havel 
Teacher of German and French 
 
 

mailto:Sb4@kehsmail.co.uk


 

Consent Form 
 
German Exchange 2019 
 
Pupil’s name……………………………………………..Form…………………………… 
 
I would like my son to take part in the German Exchange 2019.  
 
Please tick: 

 I will pay the deposit by cheque, made payable to “KES trips” in the 
amount of £150.00 and my son will place it in the black box in reception. 

(Please ensure the cheque has your son’s name, form and ‘German Trip 2018’ 
on the reverse). 
 I have paid the deposit of £150 via www.schoolgateway.com 

 
 
Signature…………………………………………………………………Date………………………. 
 
You will be informed whether your son has secured a place and further 
information about details of the trip and flights will be communicated. 
If we are unable to fill enough places or the trip is already full, your deposit will 
be returned in full. 
 

 


