
 

 

 

 

September 2019 

Dear Parent / Guardian, 

GERMAN EXCHANGE 2020 TO HAMBURG 

 

I am very pleased to inform you that your son will have the exciting opportunity to participate 
in the German Department Exchange programme this academic year which is run by Dr Sheila 
Blain at KEHS and therefore involves both boys from KES and girls from KEHS.  

Our partner school is the Gymnasium Oldenfelde in Rahlstedt, a suburb of Hamburg in Northern 
Germany. The school is an academic, mixed grammar school, and Rahlstedt has the benefits of 
a small-town feel, while at the same time being very close to Germany’s second largest city, 
which offers much of interest for the boys to visit. Following a very successful first year of the 
exchange, we are looking for an excellent response from students of German here to match the 
German pupils’ enthusiasm for visiting Birmingham. 

The trip is open to all current Fourths studying German.   

The boys will be going to Germany in the Spring Term. We are planning to leave after School 
on Thursday 13th February and to return on Thursday 20th February 2020, and will 
almost certainly be flying from Birmingham to Hamburg. The exact details and prices will 
be confirmed with the airline once we have a list of participants but the cost is expected to be 
in the region of £450.  

Accommodation will be in carefully selected and recommended families of pupils from the 
Gymnasium Oldenfelde, who will also provide meals. Great care is taken to match our pupils 
with German pupils of a similar age and with similar interests. The school has a great deal of 
experience in running annual exchanges with France, Spain, Italy and the USA, so students and 
parents are used to welcoming exchange pupils in their homes. We were certainly 
overwhelmed by the warmth of the German families’ hospitality last year.  

As this is an exchange trip, it is expected that families of boys taking part are also willing 
to accommodate their German exchange partners. The German exchange pupils will be 
with us from Monday 15th June to Monday 22nd June 2020.  

In accordance with the DfE guidelines on safeguarding, we will need to carry out DBS and 
identity checks for anyone over the age of 16 in the host family. Please be aware that this is a 
time-consuming process which will need to be completed well in advance of the German 
pupils’ June visit to allow time for DBS certificates to be returned. All the adults in the German 
families who host our pupils will be obtaining a “Führungszeugnis”, a certificate of good 
conduct issued by the German Ministry of Justice, in advance of our visit in February. This 
thorough vetting process will ensure that our pupils are safeguarded for the duration of the 
trip.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The exchange trip is intended to give your son an opportunity to practise his language skills in 
an authentic context, and to give him an insight into German life and culture. In addition to 
spending time in the family, the programme includes some lessons in the host school, as well as 
visiting the many attractions Hamburg has to offer:  its working harbour, the Old Town with its 
impressive Town Hall and many picturesque canals, as well as the Speicherstadt, the restored 
warehouse district which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. We also hope to travel to Lübeck, a 
charming city which is more than a thousand years old, and to the nearby Baltic Sea coast. 

Depending on the number of pupils interested and the cost of flights at the time of 
booking, the overall cost for this trip is expected to be no more than £450. Included in 
this price will be return flights from Birmingham to Hamburg, travel within Germany, and 
entrance fees to the various attractions we will be visiting. 

The German teachers in our partner school are aware that your son will only have been 
studying German for a year and a half at the time of the trip, and families will be making every 
effort to encourage and support your son with his language skills. The exchange trip will 
certainly help your son to become more confident in his Listening and Speaking skills, and the 
language to which he will be exposed will be directly relevant to topics in the IGCSE 
specification. 

To register your interest and secure a place for your son, please fill in the attached form 
and make an initial payment of £150 (non-refundable deposit) via either method of 
payment: 

 Log on at www.schoolgateway.com where you will be able to pay using your debit or 
credit card. 

 Send a cheque in with your son made payable to “KES Trips”. The back of the cheque 
should state your son’s name, form and “German Exchange".  This should be placed in 
the black box outside the Finance Office at the boy’s school. 

The deadline for trip applications is Monday 23rd September 2019. Once we have 
sufficient numbers for the exchange to go ahead, the balance of the trip will be added to the 
school Gateway. The likely payment profile will be £200 due in November 2019 and the 
remaining £100 in January 2020. 

Should you have any queries about the trip, Dr Blain will be very pleased to provide more 
detailed information. Her email address is: Sb4@kehsmail.co.uk 

With best wishes,  

 

Miss Anneliese Havel (teacher of French and German) 

on behalf of Dr Sheila Blain (teacher in charge of German at KEHS and trip organiser) 

 

http://www.schoolgateway.com/
mailto:Sb4@kehsmail.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GERMAN EXCHANGE TRIP 2020: 

I confirm that my son: 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

(please print name exactly as it appears on your son’s passport) 

Will be participating in the German Exchange Trip to Hamburg. 

Tick which applies: 

 My son will place a cheque for £150 (which is a non-refundable deposit for the trip) in 
the black box. 

 I have paid the £150 deposit via the school gateway online. 

 

 

Signed: ……………………………………………………………………………………  

[parent / guardian] 

 


